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NetiDhathri, Hyderabad :
Bandi Sanjay Kumar is likely to launch
a new series of extensive ‘padayatras’
(foot marches), following the model of
his previous  state-wide ‘Praja
Sangrama Yatra. During his time in the
opposition, he conducted the ‘Praja
Sangrama Yatra’ in five phases against
the then-BRS government. Although he
currently serves as the Union Minister
of State for Home Affairs, he is set to
initiate a new phase of political
mobilization—dubbed a ‘Maha
Padayatra’—in the first week of
November 2026. This move aims to
further strengthen the BJP in Telangana
and protest against the policies of the
ruling Congress party. In opposition to
the policies of the current Congress
government in Telangana and with the
aim of further strengthening the BJP in
the state, Bandi Sanjay—under the
banner of the BJP—Ilaunched a new
mass movement in the form of a ‘Maha
Padayatra’ (grand foot march) in the first
week of November 2026 (beginning on
November 5 in Karimnagar). Led by Union
Minister of State for Home Affairs Bandi
Sanjay Kumar, the ‘Maha Padayatra’ was
held in Karimnagar on November 5, 2026,
under the rallying cry: “Loktantra
Bachao - Arachakata Hatavo” (Save
Democracy — End Anarchy). The march
covered a distance of approximately 1.5
kilometers, starting from Gandhi Chowk
at Karkhanagadda in Karimnagar city
and proceeding through Tower Circle
and Shastri Road, concluding at the
‘Kaman’ (arch/gateway). The BIJP
organized this event to support the
process proposed by the Union
government and to counter the false
propaganda being spread by the
Congress party and the INDIA alliance.
Along with Bandi Sanjay, the event saw
the participation of national-level BJP
leaders, the local Mayor, the Deputy
Mayor, corporators, representatives of
the Mahila Morcha (women’s wing), a
large number of youth, and party cadre.

Adapting to the situationin
key districts...

Moving away from the previous
approach of a single, long-duration,
continuous padayatra (foot march), a
new strategy has been devised to
conduct a series of maha padayatras
(grand foot marches) or maha rallies in
various key districts across Telangana,
tailored to the current circumstances.
As part of this strategy, Bandi Sanjay
successfully led maha padayatras—
joined by Union Home Minister Amit
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® ‘Maha Padayatra’ in Karlmnagar Proves Successful
.. ® Plans for ‘Padayatras’ Tailored to Local Conditions in Each District

® Bandi Sanjay Gains Recognition as a ‘Mass Leader’

® Previous ‘Praja Sangrama Yatra’ Campaigns
Received Strong Public Response

® A Leader Capable of Positioning the BJP as a Viable

Alternative to the Congress

® Bandi Sanjay Poses a
to the BRS

® A Leader Ready to Go Head-to-Head with Revanth

Shah in Hyderabad on November 2, 2026,
followed by events in Nirmal on
November 3 and Karimnagar on
November 5. These padayatras were
designed around the slogan “Loktantra
Bachao - Arachakata Hatavo” (Save
Democracy - End Anarchy), aimed at
supporting the initiatives of the Union
Government and protecting democracy
within the state. Drawing inspiration
from his previous Praja Sangrama Yatra,
Bandi Sanjay has already relaunched a
series of padayatras across Telangana,
with plans to expand these efforts to the
remaining districts in the coming days.

Five Grand Maha Padayatras
Rather than a single, long, continuous
padayatra as seen in the past, the BJP
leadership has strategically decided to
organize a total of five grand maha
padayatras (or maha rallies), designed
to cover diverse regions across
Telangana. This series, which has
already commenced in the Hyderabad,
Nirmal, and Karimnagar regions, will
continue across other key districts in the
coming months. The plans for these
upcoming tours involve not only state-
level leaders but also key national
figures—such as BJP National General
Secretary Sunil Bansal and Nitin Nabin—
along with Union Ministers, who will
participate directly in events across
various district clusters. The primary
agenda for these tours in the coming
months is to counter the false
propaganda spread by the Congress party
and the INDIA alliance. These tours will
serve as a platform to raise public
awareness on issues such as the
implementation of the Women’s
Reservation Bill and the delimitation of
constituencies. Bandi Sanjay will travel
extensively through these tours to
address criticisms from the opposition
regarding the revision of electoral rolls
and to prepare the party cadre at the
village and booth levels for the upcoming
elections. Given that Bandi Sanjay
currently serves as a Union Minister of
State for Home Affairs, the ‘Maha
Padayatra’ (grand foot march) will be
intensified over the coming months—
scheduled strategically during
weekends and in specific phases—to
ensure that these activities do not
interfere  with his parliamentary
commitments or official
responsibilities.

Bandi Sanjay: A Formidable

Mass Leader

Bandi Sanjay Kumar is a mass leader
who has left a strong imprint on
Telangana politics. Given the successes
the BJP achieved during his previous
tenure as the state party president—and
the renewed vigor he instilled in the
cadre—there is now significant
discussion in political circles regarding
the potential positive impact of
entrusting him with the state party
leadership once again. Bandi Sanjay’s
political style is defined by an
aggressive approach. When he first took
the helm of the Telangana BJP in 2020,
he brought a new sense of dynamism to
the party. His hallmark is an
uncompromising struggle against the
ruling party while serving in the
opposition. By personally intervening
whenever an incident occurred on the
ground—no matter how small—and
offering reassurance to party workers, he

Significant Challenge

earned their unwavering trust. It is
widely believed that if he were to be
given the reins of the state unit again,
it would reignite enthusiasm among
the currently listless cadre and swiftly
prepare the party ranks for the
electoral battle. During his previous
tenure as president, the BJP emerged
as a viable alternative political force
in Telangana; his strategies were
instrumental in transforming the
party—which had previously held only
a nominal presence—into a serious
contender for power. The victories
achieved by the BJP in the Dubbak and
Huzurabad by-elections were made
possible under the leadership of
Bandi Sanjay. In the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Corporation
(GHMC) elections, the BJP delivered a
strong challenge to the ruling party
by unexpectedly winning 48 seats.
Furthermore, the ‘Praja Sangrama
Yatra’—a foot march (padyatra)
undertaken by Bandi Sanjay—helped
bridge the gap between the people
and the BJP at the grassroots level. By
engaging directly with the public and
learning about their concerns
firsthand, he was instrumental in
steadily boosting the party’s standing.

Strong Connection with

the Grassroots

Bandi Sanjay’s mass appeal among
the general public—especially the
youth—is a major asset for the party.
Having risen from the grassroots
level—serving as a municipal
corporator, then as an MP, and
currently as a Union Minister—he
possesses a thorough understanding
of ground-level realities. He s
consistently at the forefront of
highlighting issues such as
unemployment, the challenges faced
by farmers, and shortcomings in the
implementation of public welfare
schemes. If entrusted with state-level
leadership, he could leverage his
past successes to address existing
flaws and devise a strategic roadmap
to guide the party toward power. With
his background in the RSS and ABVP,
Bandi Sanjay stands as a testament
to hard work and dedication. His
proven track record—having previously
transformed the party from a
negligible presence into a formidable
force—instills confidence that, if
given the reins, he would work
tirelessly to bring the BJP to power in
Telangana.

The Potential of a Second

‘Maha Sangrama Yatra’

Should a “Maha Padayatra” (Praja
Sangrama Yatra) be launched once
again under the leadership of Bandi
Sanjay Kumar, it is highly likely to

elicit an unprecedented and
enthusiastic response from the
public. The massive crowds seen

recently at the ‘Maha Padayatra’
(grand foot march) organized by the
BJP across various parts of
Telangana—including cities like
Hyderabad, Nirmal, and Karimnagar—
serve as a direct testament to this. A
major advantage for this march is
Bandi Sanjay’s image as a “mass
leader” on the ground. His aggressive
style of  speaking and his
uncompromising fighting spirit
resonate strongly with the youth.
Should the Padayatra resume, young
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people and the unemployed—who are
dissatisfied with government policies—
would likely show great enthusiasm to join
him. By focusing on public grievances—
such as the hardships faced by farmers,
flaws in the implementation of welfare
schemes, and various local issues—and
taking these concerns directly to the people,
his march could transform into a genuine
public struggle. The public would perceive
this as a robust platform to challenge the
government at the grassroots level.
Furthermore, by exposing the failures of
the ruling party, the BJP stands a better
chance of being viewed by the people as a
formidable alternative political force.

A Boost for the Cadre

It is well known that the previous ‘Praja
Sangrama Yatra’ transformed the face of
the BJP in Telangana. Launching a similar
initiative once again would infuse
tremendous enthusiasm even among the
currently listless party workers. By directly
engaging with every village and ward, Bandi
Sanjay’s outreach would significantly
strengthen the party’s grassroots network.
It would bridge the gap between the
leadership and the rank-and-file,
effectively turning the party into a militant
ground force ready for the electoral battle.
Bandi Sanjay’s yatras are not limited to
mere political criticism; they are deeply
intertwined with local sentiments and
cultural symbols—as evidenced by his past
practice of commencing such journeys from
significant religious sites like the
Bhagyalakshmi Temple or Yadadri. This
fosters an emotional connection with the
public, allowing even those beyond the
immediate political sphere to express
their solidarity. In short, if Bandi Sanjay
were to return to the streets with a full-
scale *padyatra* (foot march), the public
response would undoubtedly be massive.
Such a move would pave the way for new
political equations in Telangana and
provide an unstoppable momentum to the
BJP’s campaign in its quest for power.

Strong Response to Previous

‘Praja Sangrama Yatra’ Phases

The ‘Praja Sangrama VYatra’ (People’s
Struggle March) undertaken by Bandi
Sanjay Kumar stands as a milestone in
Telangana politics. While this extensive
padyatra—conducted in five phases—
received a significant response across the
state, it garnered an exceptionally high
level of public support and political
momentum in certain specific districts and
regions. In Karimnagar, Bandi Sanjay’s
home district and primary political base,
the yatra was met with an overwhelming
reception from the people. The concluding
meeting of the first phase took place on a
massive scale in Husnabad. During the
Huzurabad by-election, the response the
yatra received in that region laid a strong
foundation for the party’s victory. The fifth
phase concluded with a grand public
meeting in Karimnagar, which drew a
massive crowd; the party cadre across nearly
all assembly constituencies within the
Karimnagar Lok Sabha segment—such as
Choppadandi, Vemulawada, and Jagtial—
extended unwavering support. The political
atmosphere heated up significantly when
the third phase of the Praja Sangrama
Yatra* entered the undivided Warangal
district. As the march passed through areas
like Station Ghanpur and Palakurthi in the
Jangaon district, it led to major confronta
tions and heightened tensions with
members of the then-ruling party (BRS). It
was also in this region that Bandi Sanjay
was arrested. These tensions only added
to the hype surrounding the yatra (foot
march), drawing large crowds to the streets
in his support. A massive public meeting
held at the Bhadrakali Temple in
Warangal—marking the conclusion of the
third phase—attracted hundreds of thousa
nds of people, significantly boosting the
BJP’s standing in Northern Telangana. The
undivided Nalgonda and Yadadri-Bhongir
districts are traditionally considered
strongholds of the Congress or Left parties;
however, the response received when the
third phase commenced at the Yadadri

ive Major ‘Maha Padayatras
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Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy Temple took political
analysts by surprise. Rural residents and handloom
weavers (in the Pochampally region) strongly
resonated with Bandi Sanjay’s speeches, which
addressed issues such as fluoride contamination
and the hardships faced by local farmers. The second
phase of the yatra began at the Jogulamba Shakti
Peetham in Alampur, Mahabubnagar district. Defying
the perception that the BJP lacked a strong foothold
in Southern Telangana, the ‘Rachabanda’ (community
interaction) programs held in Gadwal, Narayanpet,
and Mahabubnagar saw a large turnout of ordinary
citizens and women, who came forward to voice their
grievances. The fifth phase of the yatra commenced
in Bhainsa, located in the Nirmal district (part of the
undivided Adilabad district). Despite security
concerns and the need for court clearances, this leg
of the journey received an overwhelming response
across the Nirmal, Mudhole, and Khanapur
constituencies. People responded enthusiastically
to Bandi Sanjay’s aggressive style, particularly in tribal
areas and regions where Hindutva sentiment runs
strong. Although the yatra—which began at the
Bhagyalakshmi Temple in Hyderabad’s Old City—
passed through Ranga Reddy, Medak, and
Nizamabad, it elicited an exceptionally intense
political response and a deep emotional connection
in the districts of Karimnagar, Warangal (Jangaon),
and Adilabad (Nirmal).

Impact on Other Parties

If key BJP leader Bandi Sanjay Kumar were to once
again take full charge of the party’s state affairs or
engage directly with the public through a “Maha
Padayatra” (grand foot march), it would have
significant strategic and political repercussions for
other major political parties in Telangana. For the
ruling Congress party, Bandi Sanjay could emerge as
a formidable challenge. With his aggressive style,
he is capable of effectively highlighting issues such
as public dissatisfaction with the government,
unemployment, and delays in the implementation
of election promises—bringing these concerns to the
forefront of public discourse. This would likely force
the Congress into a defensive position. Such a
campaign would help Bandi Sanjay establish the BJP
as the primary adversary to the Congress on the
ground, potentially consolidating the anti-Congress
vote bank in his favor. To counter his mass appeal,
the Congress would be compelled to deploy its own
strong, mass-based leaders to the grassroots level.
Political analysts suggest that the BRS party would
be the most significantly affected by Bandi Sanjay’s
return to active politics. At a time when the BRS is
striving to position itself at the forefront of the
opposition against the Congress government, the
entry of Bandi Sanjay into the fray risks shifting that
political momentum toward the BJP. In regions where
the BRS is currently lackluster, the aggressive
approach of Bandi Sanjay could increasingly attract
second-tier leaders or party workers toward the BJP.
Previously, during Bandi Sanjay’s tenure, the BRS
suffered significant setbacks in the Dubbak and
Huzurabad by-elections. If he were to take the reins
once again, Telangana politics would shift into a clear
three-way contest, forcing the BRS to struggle even
harder to safeguard its traditional vote bank.

A Shift in the Political Narrative

Bandi Sanjay’s style plays a crucial role in shaping
the ‘narrative’—that is, defining the terms of political
discourse—within Telangana. His public outreach
tours (yatras) have the potential to shift the state’s
political focus toward a direct contest between the
Congress and the BJP. By blending emotionally
charged Hindutva sentiments with local issues, he
creates a political climate that encourages even
neutral voters—who might otherwise lean toward
other parties—to consider the BJP. Political analysts
suggest that if Bandi Sanjay Kumar implements a
comprehensive action plan, it would pose a
formidable challenge to the Congress (as the primary
opposition) and create a critical situation for the BRS,
forcing the latter to fight to preserve its very existence
and its cadre base. Bandi Sanjay’s political style is
defined by its intense aggression; his active
involvement would instantly transform the state’s
political discourse. His sharp, scathing critiques of
government policies and his organized protests serve
to heat up the political atmosphere. Furthermore, he
commands an extraordinary level of popularity and
appeal among the BJP’s grassroots-level cadre.
Entrusting him with responsibilities once again
would re-energize the currently listless party workers
and spark unease within the camps of rival parties.
His past strategies were successful in effectively
conveying to the public that it is the BJP—not the
BRS—that poses the real challenge to the Congress.
Should that scenario repeat itself, it is certain that
the vote banks of other parties will suffer a
significant dent.
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