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NetiDhathri, Hyderabad :
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah’s visit to Hyderabad
(November 2, 2026) has
undoubtedly stirred up the
political scene in Telangana.
The visit was aimed at
countering the opposition’s
‘Vote Bachao - Desh Bachao’
(Save the Vote - Save the
Nation) protest in Delhi, while
simultaneously highlighting
the failures of the Congress
government in the state. Upon
his arrival in Hyderabad, Amit
Shah visited the Bhagyala
kshmi Temple near Charminar
in the Old City and offered
special prayers.
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Subsequently, he participated in a massive *padyatra*—
themed ‘Loktantra Bachao - Arachakata Hatao’ (Save Democracy
- End Anarchy)—which proceeded from the statue of Babu
Jagjivan Ram in Bashirbagh to the Mozamjahi (MJ) Market.
Union Ministers G. Kishan Reddy and Bandi Sanjay Kumar,
Telangana BJP President N. Ramchander Rao, and MPs Eatala
Rajender and Dharmapuri Arvind, among others, participated
in this rally. Amit Shah held a luncheon meeting with prominent
figures at the ITC Kakatiya Hotel in Begumpet. During this
meeting, Megastar Chiranjeevi and Global Star Ram Charan
met with him as a courtesy call. Chiranjeevi brought to the
Union Minister’s attention critical issues plaguing the film
industry, such as the misuse of Artificial Intelligence,
deepfakes, and morphing. He specifically urged for the
introduction of stringent laws to curb the misuse of these
technologies, which compromise the dignity of female actors.
Amit Shah responded positively, assuring that the matter would
be examined immediately and that strict action would be taken;
he entrusted the responsibility of coordinating this effort to
Union Minister G. Kishan Reddy. Additionally, Jupally
Rameswara Rao, head of the My Home Group, also met with
Amit Shah as a courtesy call. At the conclusion of the tour,
during a massive public meeting held near MJ Market, Amit
Shah launched a fierce political attack against the Congress
party, Rahul Gandhi, and Chief Minister Revanth Reddy. It was
alleged that the Congress party has turned Telangana into its
“ATM,” and that an “RR Tax” (Rahul-Revanth Tax) is being
collected here for Rahul Gandhi in Delhi. It was further stated
that among the 13 million (1.3 crore) people removed from the
electoral rolls, 3 million (30 lakh) were infiltrators, and that
there would be no backing down in the effort to root out such
infiltrators. A challenge was issued to Rahul Gandhi—from
the platform in Hyderabad—to engage in a debate regarding
EVMs and other related issues. It was asserted with confidence
that only the BJP can halt the corruption of the Congress, and
that a BJP government is certain to come to power in Telangana.
The success of this visit and the *padyatra* (foot march) has
infused a new sense of enthusiasm among the BJP cadre in
Telangana. Amit Shah directed the state leadership to set aside
internal differences and work in coordination to further
strengthen the party in the state. In his speech, Amit Shah
focused his criticism exclusively on the Congress, while
noticeably toning down his attacks on the BRS—the primary
opposition party—which has sparked a fresh round of
discussion among political analysts. Speculation has begun
in political circles as to whether this might signal shift in the
future political equations between the BJP and the BRS.
Political Discourse on Alliances

In Telangana politics, the prospect of an alliance between the
BJP and the BRS has always been a subject of keen interest.
Despite various speculations by analysts—especially
surrounding the visits of Union Home Minister Amit Shah—
the top leadership of both parties has consistently dismissed
such rumors. BRS Working President KTR has clarified that his
party will not enter into an alliance with the BJP for the 2028
Telangana Assembly elections. He pointed out that throughout
their 26-year political journey, they have never once aligned
with the BJP, having contested the 2014, 2018, and 2023
elections independently. BRS circles emphasize that the two
parties are ideologically poles apart, making any form of
partnership impossible. Union Minister G. Kishan Reddy has
also made it clear that the BJP will not form an alliance with
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the BRS in Telangana; he stated that even if the BRS
were to propose such an arrangement, the BJP would
not be interested, preferring instead to fight the political
battle on its own. Currently, both the BJP and the BRS
are independently targeting the ruling Congress
government. Whenever the intensity of their mutual
criticism wanes, speculation regarding a potential
alliance resurfaces in political circles. However, on
the ground, both parties are actively striving to prove
that they—and not the other—are the true alternative
to the Congress. A denial might actually mean an
affirmation...

In politics, when leaders vehemently deny something,
it is natural for suspicions to arise that, behind the
scenes, a different strategy is at play. When examining
the possibility of an alliance between the BJP and the
BRS in Telangana, various analyses emerge—factoring
in the political survival of both parties, their
ideological constraints, and the realities on the ground.
There are conflicting opinions on whether such an
alliance will ever materialize or if it is merely a matter
of speculation. Currently, the Congress party is in power
in the state, and both the BJP and the BRS share an
immediate goal: to defeat the Congress. One argument
suggests that an understanding between the two might
be necessary to prevent a split in the vote. In the past,
there have been instances where the BRS (then TRS)
indirectly supported the central government during the
passage of key bills in Parliament. Given the political
adage that there are no permanent enemies or
permanent friends, discussions often circulate within
political circles that the prevailing equations could
shift by the time elections arrive.

Challenges Facing an Alliance

For the BRS, the minority vote bank is crucial; an
alliance with the BJP risks the complete loss of these
traditional votes. Furthermore, as a party born out of
the ‘Telangana sentiment,” the BRS is unwilling to
sacrifice its independent identity by aligning with a
national party like the BJP. The BRS believes that its
defeat in the previous elections was partly due to the
Congress party’s campaign narrative that “the BJP and
BRS are one and the same.” Entering into a formal
alliance now would effectively validate that claim. On
the other hand, the BJP—which campaigns on issues
such as the abolition of reservations for Muslims—
fears that an alliance with the BRS would dilute its
core Hindutva ideology. The BJP views itself as the
primary alternative to the Congress in Telangana;
aligning with the BRS would mean inheriting the
baggage of the latter’s past mistakes. Moreover, given
the BJP’s stated commitment to fighting corruption,
joining hands with the BRS would severely damage its
credibility among both its own cadre and the general
public. In summary, it is highly unlikely that these two
parties will form an open, formal alliance by the 2028
elections. However, one cannot rule out the possibility
of internal understandings or indirect strategic
arrangements in certain constituencies—aimed at
preventing the fragmentation of the anti-Congress vote.
Nevertheless, analysts suggest that the denials issued
by the leadership carry some weight, as an overt
alliance would almost certainly alienate the traditional
voter bases of both parties.

Behind the meeting with Chiranjeevi and Ram Charan...
Political analysts believe that the meeting between
Union Home Minister Amit Shah—during his visit to
Hyderabad—and Megastar Chiranjeevi and Ram
Charan involves more than just a cultural connection;
it carries strategic political implications and social
equations. Although top BJP leaders have dismissed it
as a routine “meeting with prominent personalities,”
there are clear underlying strategies at play. Pawan
Kalyan, Chiranjeevi’s younger brother, currently serves
as the Deputy Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh and is
a crucial partner within the NDA alliance. By honoring
Chiranjeevi and Ram Charan in Hyderabad, the BJP has
signaled its regard for the ‘Mega’ family and their vast
fan base, which helps to emotionally strengthen the
alliance across both Telugu states. In these states—
particularly in Andhra Pradesh and certain border
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districts of Telangana—the" votes of the Kapu community
are highly significant. Since the Chiranjeevi family is
considered an icon for this community, a meeting with a
top leader like Amit Shah is likely to foster a positive
perception of the BJP among voters from this group.
Furthermore, Ram Charan, who gained international
recognition through the film RRR, enjoys an immense
following among the youth. Engaging with stars of such
stature is an effective way to connect with the younger
generation and cinema enthusiasts, transcending the
realm of pure politics. This generated significant buzz on
social media, further amplifying the publicity surrounding
the BJP and Amit Shah’s visit. During the meeting,
discussions were held on contemporary technological
challenges—such as the misuse of artificial intelligence
and the emergence of ‘deepfakes’—which have become a
growing concern for the film industry. Amit Shah
responded positively, assuring that the central
government would take immediate and stringent action.
This gesture signaled to the public that the BJP is committed

not only to political matters but also to the digital security °

of industries and the protection of artists’ rights. Analysts
view this as a dual-pronged strategy employed by the
BJP’s top leadership: by engaging with the ‘Mega’ family—
much like his previous meetings with Junior NTR and
Nithiin during earlier visits to Hyderabad—Amit Shah has
managed to leverage the glamour of the film industry while
simultaneously working behind the scenes to shift
regional and social dynamics in the party’s favour.
With My Home Rameswara Rao...

During a visit to Hyderabad, Jupally Rameswara Rao—
head of the My Home Group and a prominent
industrialist—held a courtesy meeting with Union Home
Minister Amit Shah during a special lunch gathering at
the ITC Kakatiya Hotel in Begumpet. Although officially
described as a courtesy call, analysts believe that this
meeting with one of the most influential figures in
Telangana’s social and economic landscape carries
significant political and strategic weight. As part of its
strategy to further strengthen the party in Telangana, the
BJP is seeking to garner support not just from political
circles, but also from key forces capable of influencing
the state’s economic and industrial sectors. Observers
suggest that by meeting with the head of the My Home
Group—who possesses an extensive network across
sectors like real estate, cement, and media—the BJP has
aimed to provide a clear sense of reassurance to the
corporate community. Jupally Rameswar Rao represents
a prominent social group from the undivided
Mahabubnagar (Palamuru) district. It appears that the
BJP’s underlying intent is to leverage his strong influence
and connections—both industrial and social—within
southern Telangana for future political gains. Beyond his
role as a businessman, Jupally Rameswar Rao has played
a pivotal part in spiritual and service-oriented initiatives,
most notably in the development of the ‘Statue of Equality’
(dedicated to Sri Ramanujacharya) project in Muchintal.
In the past, he worked closely with leaders such as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Amit Shah when they visited
this center. It is believed that this meeting, building upon
existing long-standing acquaintances, will help further
strengthen the ties between the national leadership and
local economic stakeholders. At a time when there is
ongoing discussion about the Congress-led state
government adopting a stringent stance toward
industrialists and the real estate sector, the visit of the
Union Home Minister—and his direct interaction with
prominent local industrialists—carries significant
weight. Political circles suggest that this meeting serves
as an implicit assurance that the central government and
the BJP remain committed to fostering industrial growth
and safeguarding the interests of the local business
community.

Did Amit Shah achieve his intended results?

Amit Shah'’s visit to Telangana was more than just a series
of roadshows and public meetings; it functioned as a
strategic political operation that brought together
financial backers, the glamour of the film industry, and
various social equations. Political analysts believe that
Union Home Minister Amit Shah largely succeeded in
achieving the strategic objectives he had set for his
Hyderabad visit. The tour, which aimed to counter
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BJP leadership
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national-level narratives, mobilize the party

cadre in Telangana, and strengthen social
alliances, made a significant impact on the
ground. As a counter to the rally organized by
the opposition ‘INDIA’ alliance in Delhi, Shah
successfully spearheaded the ‘Loktantra Bachao
- Arachakata Hatao’ (Save Democracy - End
Anarchy) campaign in the capital of Congress-
ruled Telangana. He effectively rebutted
Congress’s criticisms regarding the revision of
electoral rolls and brought the issue of
infiltrators to the forefront, sparking a fresh,
national-level debate. Furthermore, by meeting
with Megastar Chiranjeevi and Ram Charan, he
was able to send a positive signal not only to
their vast fan base across both states but also
to the politically crucial Kapu community.
Through a meeting with prominent industrialist
Jupally Rameswara Rao of the My Home Group,
the Centre conveyed its support to the corporate
sector and the real estate industry in Telangana.
Furthermore, Amit Shah provided a clear
roadmap to the grassroots-level cadre on how
to effectively communicate the failures of the
Congress government to the public, while also
emphasizing the need for better coordination
among state-level leaders.

Success of the Padayatra

The “Loktantra Bachao - Arachakata Hatavo”
(Save Democracy - Remove Anarchy) mega
padayatra, held in Hyderabad and featuring
Union Home Minister Amit Shah, succeeded in
infusing a fresh sense of enthusiasm—both
organizationally and politically—among the BJP
ranks. The march proved particularly effective
in uniting the BJP cadre within the Greater
Hyderabad area and demonstrating the party’s
strength through a massive public display. A
large number of BJP workers and supporters
turned out for the padayatra, which proceeded
from Bashheerbagh (near the BJR statue) to
Mozamjahi Market. The scale of this mega-rally
in the heart of Hyderabad served as a clear
reflection of the party’s organizational vigor. The
event was aimed at countering allegations
raised by the Congress party regarding the
special revision of electoral rolls and issues
concerning EVMs. Furthermore, Amit Shah’s
sharp criticism—specifically his allegation that
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy is collecting an
“RR Tax” —effectively brought the failures of the
Congress government to the public’s attention.
This padyatra (foot march) has provided a boost
to the BJP by projecting it as the only force in the
state capable of taking on the Congress—a role
that the BRS has failed to fulfill. Overall, the BJP’s
strategy of organizing this padyatra can be
considered a success; it has effectively asserted
the party’s presence and energized its cadre,
preparing them for the upcoming local body and
graduate MLC elections.
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