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political storm, marked by intense tension,
physical assaults, and a legal battle that reached

the Supreme Court. Incidents such as the
obstruction of candidates and the tearing up of
nomination papers have caused widespread
unrest across the state. Since the nomination
process began on October 16, clashes have
erupted in several districts. According to Andhra
Pradesh Director General of Police (DGP) Harish
Kumar Gupta, at least 31 election-related violent
incidents were recorded across 13 districts during
the nomination phase. Of these incidents, 22
involved direct physical attacks or clashes, while
9 involved the forcible snatching or tearing up of
nomination papers. Tensions were particularly
high in the Rayalaseema and Palnadu regions. In
Punganur, the convoy of YSR Congress Party MP
PV. Mithun Reddy was attacked with stones and
sticks. In Rayachoti, several vehicles were set on
fire during clashes between rival factions. Serious
confrontations were also reported in and around
Tadipatri, Tirupati, Kadapa, Dharmavaram,
Allagadda, and Gooty. In places like Chittoor and
Dharmavaram, videos went viral on social media
showing nomination papers being forcibly
snatched from the hands of female candidates—
who were on their way to file their nominations—
and torn to pieces. There were also allegations
that a police officer pointed a gun at a candidate
running for the position of municipal chairperson
in Jammalamadugu.

Mutual Accusations

Major political parties have traded sharp
criticisms, each blaming the other for the
irregularities that occurred during the nomination
process. The YSR Congress Party (YSRCP) alleged
that members of the ruling NDA alliance—led by
the Telugu Desam Party (TDP)—physically
obstructed its candidates. The YSRCP claimed that
63% of its intended candidates across 19 municipal
bodies were intimidated and prevented from
filing their nominations. It further alleged that
the police force acted in a biased manner,
effectively supporting the attacks carried out by
the ruling alliance. YSRCP leaders pointed out
that, due to the absence of any opposing
candidates, the ruling alliance secured victories—
unopposed—in all 44 wards of Rayachoti and in
63 out of 66 divisions of the Kadapa Municipal
Corporation. Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu and TDP representatives have categorically
rejected these allegations. The Chief Minister
countered by stating that the YSRCP, fearing
defeat, deliberately arrived at the nomination
centers armed with weapons to incite violence;
he further accused the party of subsequently
approaching the courts to stage a drama,
portraying themselves as victims. Chandrababu
Naidu cited nomination statistics to refute claims
of obstruction, pointing out that a total of 51,902
nominations were filed for 9,829 MPTC seats
across the state—with the TDP-led alliance filing
27,772 and the opposition YSRCP successfully
filing 20,556 —thereby proving that the allegation
of candidates being prevented from filing is false.
YSRCP Approaches the Supreme Court

The YSR Congress Party (YSRCP) approached the
Supreme Court regarding the extraordinary
situation that had unfolded on the ground. Upon
hearing the petition, the Supreme Court
remarked that free and fair elections are a
fundamental right guaranteed by the
Constitution. The Court directed the State
Election Commission (SEC) to consider extending
the deadline for filing nominations in
municipalities where the process had been
obstructed by violence, and also ordered a stay

on the reIease of the final Ilst of candldates.
Furthermore, the Court instructed the Director
General of Police (DGP) to ensure the installation
of CCTV cameras at nomination centers and to
provide robust security. In compliance with the
Supreme Court’s directives, the deadline for filing
nominations was extended until October 24 for
the Kadapa Municipal Corporation, the Rajampet
and Mydukur municipalities, and the Tirupati
Municipal Corporation. Subsequently, on October
27, the Supreme Court closed the petition,
wishing all candidates the best and encouraging
them to participate in the electoral contest.
Revision of Polling Dates

Taking into account the directives from the courts
as well as the conditions arising from Cyclone
‘Arnab’ in the state, State Election Commissioner
Anil Chandra Punetha revised the polling dates
for the local body elections. Accordingly, polling
for urban local bodies will take place on
November 1 (with counting scheduled for
November 3). Polling for MPTC and ZPTC elections
has been rescheduled from November 3 to
November 5. If any re-polling is required for
these, it will be held on November 6, followed by
the counting of votes and the announcement of
results on November 7.

The Struggle for Caste Dominance as a Root Cause
of Violence

Political analysts and social scientists strongly
argue that the tensions and unrest in Andhra
Pradesh’s politics are driven more by caste
equations and the struggle for caste dominance
than by ideological differences. A look at the
state’s political history reveals that power has
largely revolved around two dominant social
groups. It is an open secret that political power in
Andhra Pradesh has, for decades, remained
concentrated within these two influential
communities. On the ground, the Telugu Desam
Party is perceived as primarily representing one
social group (the Kamma community), while the
YSR Congress Party is seen as representing
another (the Reddy community). Because each
group expects its own members to secure
positions, government contracts, and preferential
treatment whenever there is a change in
administration, the rivalry between them often
escalates into intense tension during elections.
The dominance of the Reddy community in the
Rayalaseema region, and that of the Kamma and
Kapu communities in Coastal Andhra, largely
dictates electoral outcomes. An inherent
intolerance toward the rise of candidates from
rival social groups within their respective
strongholds serves as the foundation for election-
related violence.

The Kapu Community as a Formidable Force

The Kapu community, which holds a pivotal
position in terms of population in the state, has
emerged as a force capable of altering the course
of politics. The advent of the Jana Sena Party and
the formation of the alliance (TDP—JSP-BJP) have
completely transformed the political landscape.
These shifts have brought new caste-based
conflicts and power struggles to the fore, even in
regions that were previously neutral. In
contemporary politics, parties have set aside
ideological commitments; instead, they field
candidates based primarily on which caste holds
the largest population in a given constituency.
Consequently, election campaigns revolve not
around development or policy agendas, but
around divisive politics—categorizing people as
“one of our own” versus “someone from another
caste.” Naturally, this fosters unrest among
different social groups. There are also allegations
that the ruling parties ensure that key positions
within the police force and local administration
are filled by individuals from their own social
groups. When the very institutions tasked with
upholding the law fall under the influence of
caste, there is a growing fear that victims will be
denied justice—a situation that often leads to
unrest and violence. In Andhra Pradesh, caste is
not merely a social identity; it is a tool used to
secure political power and economic resources.
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Analysts warn that as Iong as polltlcal partles
exploit caste—not merely for securing votes, but
to establish material dominance—such unrest
will continue to persist. This situation will only
change when voters become better educated and
more politically conscious, choosing candidates
based on their individual merit rather than their
caste. For decades, political power in Andhra
Pradesh has remained concentrated primarily
within the Kamma and Reddy communities, as
well as the increasingly influential Kapu
community. Meanwhile, the Backward Classes,
who constitute a large segment of the population,
have been divided into vote banks for the two
major political parties.

Social Revolution through Land Reforms

Even as the influence of the Brahmin community
was waning in Andhra Pradesh politics, P. V.
Narasimha Rao—hailing from this very
community—emerged as a preeminent leader
who went on to shape the nation’s politics. He
served as the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh
between 1971 and 1973, and later, in 1991,
assumed the office of the Prime Minister of India,
becoming the architect of the country’s economic
reforms. It is noteworthy that he remains the only
person from Andhra Pradesh to have ever held
the position of Prime Minister. In the current
political landscape of Andhra Pradesh, the
Brahmin community is no longer in a position to
directly dictate the struggle for power. Due to
their relatively small population, major political
parties allocate election tickets to them only in
specific constituencies—typically urban areas
with a higher concentration of Brahmin voters,
such as Vijayawada Central or Visakhapatnam. As
contemporary politics revolves primarily around
muscle power, financial resources, and caste-
based equations, the community’s political
relevance is now largely confined to its status as
a social group that benefits from state-run
welfare corporations. The land reforms
introduced after independence brought about
not just economic change, but a profound social
revolution. By distancing the Brahmin community
from land ownership and pushing them toward
urban centers, these reforms effectively ended
their political dominance. Conversely, these same
laws enabled the Reddy and Kamma
communities—who gained control over rural
lands—to rise to a position where they continue
to dominate the politics of Andhra Pradesh to this
day. From Intellectual Governance to Hegemonic
Politics

The power or influence of the Brahmins was not
rooted in land or material wealth. Their strength
was primarily cantered on intellectual capital,
knowledge of the law, and administrative skills.
In the politics of that era, they possessed no fixed
assets—such as industries, mining interests, or
real estate—that could be seized or lost;
consequently, there was no impetus for conflict.
In contrast, while the leaders from the Reddy and
Kamma communities were educated, their core
strength and standing were anchored in land
ownership and rural hegemony. Since land is a
tangible, physical resource, any attempt by one
party to seize another’s land or regional
influence—or conversely, to defend such
holdings—inevitably led to physical violence.
Brahmin leaders generally conducted politics
from cities or urban centres; they lacked the local
networks of loyalists or the entrenched factional
rivalries found in villages. Leaders from the Reddy
and Kamma communities, however, hailed from
rural backgrounds. Long before independence,
these groups were already embroiled in internal
factional feuds over village leadership, control
of water resources, and territorial boundaries.
When democracy arrived and these individuals
entered the electoral arena, those long-standing
animosities and feuds took on a political
dimension, evolving into intense, party-based
tensions. In the early vyears following
independence, voter turnout was low, and there
was limited political consciousness among the
public; people tended to follow the directives of

¥ e Lives of Ordinary Citizens
~ Thrown into Turmoil amidst
-’.' a Political Whirlpool

their leaders. By the 1970s, however, awareness
grew among the marginalized sections and the
Dalit community, and democracy began to take
deeper root. As the competition for power
intensified, securing votes through mere
‘intellectual discourse’ became difficult. Leaders
began to strategically employ ‘muscle power’—
using force to intimidate rival groups while
ensuring their own supporters reached the polling
booths. Even educated leaders found themselves
compelled to accept this system in order to secure
victory.

Rampant Lawlessness

Following the 1980s and 90s, the economy of
Andhra Pradesh underwent a rapid
transformation. Politics ceased to be merely a
platform for enacting laws; it evolved into a
powerful force controlling contracts, liquor
syndicates, real estate, mining operations, and
vast empires of private educational institutions.
Educated leaders from the landed gentry adopted
corporate-style strategies to seize these new
economic resources. This gave rise to an increase
n “white-collar” violence and lawlessness—
tactics that included sabotaging the businesses
of rivals, issuing threats, and weaponizing the
police apparatus to file criminal cases. In contrast,
the older generation of Brahmin leaders
remained committed to the ideology and
discipline of the Congress party, adhering to a
culture where they would step down from their
positions if directed to do so by the party high
command. Over time, however, leaders began to
cultivate personality cults and build their own
personal empires. A belief took deep root among
their followers that “only if our leader remains in
power will our social group and our business
interests be protected.” Consequently, the loss
of power—or the arrival of an election—is now
perceived as a life-or-death matter, frequently
triggering violence.

The Politics of Economic Gain

While education may foster individual
refinement, the economic incentives and social
pressures inherent in the political system often
dictate the use of violence. During the era of
Brahminical influence, politics remained largely
confined to the realm of intellectual discourse,
primarily because this group lacked dominance
over substantial material assets. In contrast, when
leaders from the Reddy and Kamma communiti
es—who were equally well-educated—ascended
to power, they brought with them vast financial
empires, a legacy of decades-long struggles for
rural hegemony, and strategic political
maneuvering. These factors contributed to an
escalation of violence, both within legislative
bodies and on the streets. Although the Backward
Classes (BCs) constitute a numerically significant
social segment in Andhra Pradesh, they remain
fragmented across various castes; this lack of unity
has relegated them to the status of secondary-
tier leaders. In recent times, political parties have
prioritized immediate welfare measures—such
as direct cash transfers and subsidies channelled
through various corporations—over fostering
long-term economic and political empowerment
(such as ensuring an equitable share in political
power or facilitating the establishment of
industries). Consequently, the BCs are reduced
to mere beneficiaries of state largesse, rather than
being empowered to emerge as rulers
themselves. Furthermore, while reservations for
the BCs exist in local government elections
(panchayats and municipalities), political parties
remain reluctant to allocate seats in legislative
bodies—such as the State Assembly and Parliame
nt—in proportion to their actual population share.
In general constituencies, the majority of party
tickets are allocated to the wealthy and dominant
social groups. In Andhra Pradesh politics, the
Backward Classes (BCs) have remained merely
“kingmakers” —possessing the power to decide
who wins—but have failed to transform their
significant numerical strength into a cohesive
political force, which is why they have not been
able to become “kings” (rulers) themselves.
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