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Neti Dhathri, Hyderabad :

Dr. Akun Sabharwal (IPS) is a dynamic and
dashing police officer who has left a distinct
mark on the Telangana Police force. After
serving for a long period on central
deputation—most notably as an Inspector
General (IG) with the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP), where he contributed
significantly to the security of the nation’s
borders—he has recently returned to the
Telangana cadre. Akun Sabharwal is not just
an officer dedicated to maintaining law and
order; he is also a qualified dentist by
profession. At the young age of just 23, he
secured the 33rd rank in the UPSC Civil
Services Examination and was selected as
an IPS officer. He chose to don the khaki
uniform with the goal of bringing about
significant, widespread change in society.
It is also noteworthy that his wife, Smita
Sabharwal, is a well-known senior IAS
officer in the country. Akun Sabharwal’s
name became a household term across the
state during his tenure as the Director of
Excise Enforcement in Telangana. He
demonstrated exceptional initiative, most
notably in unearthing a massive drug racket
that shook Hyderabad. He did not hesitate
to investigate and bring to justice even the
most high-profile individuals. Despite
receiving threats from an international drug
mafia, he remained undeterred and
performed his duties with such
fearlessness that the public hailed him as a
“real hero.”

Akun Sabharwal’s approach

to rooting out problems is
unique. Here are details of
some of the remarkable
initiatives he has undertaken...
‘No Bill, No Pill’

During his tenure as the Director of the
Drugs Control Administration, Akun
Sabharwal launched an innovative

campaign titled ‘No Bill, No Pill’ to curb the
sale of medicines without a valid
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e Akun Sabharwal is also a qualified dentist
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the public at the time.

® His wife, Smita Sabharwal, is an IAS officer

Regarding Central
Services...
The deputation of an

® Gained state-wide recognition as the Director of Excise Enforcement

upright and highly capable

e Showed exceptional initiative in busting a drug racket

W ® Earned the title of a “real hero” by performing his duties fearlessly

officer like Dr. Akun
Sabharwal to Central
services is driven by

® Having been a victim of ragging during his own student days,
he implemented a strict, zero-tolerance policy against ragging

administrative regulations,

® Promoted “friendly policing” through an initiative called ‘Sannihitam’

national security
requirements, and certain
political and social
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® Introduced the ‘No Bill... No Pill’ initiative to ensure accountability
in the pharmaceutical sector

prescription. The primary objective was to
prevent pharmacies from selling antibiotics,
steroids, or other potent medications directly
to consumers without an official prescription
from a doctor. The campaign mandated that
pharmacies provide a proper bill (receipt) for

every medicine sold, and encouraged consumers to
insist on receiving one. It also aimed to prevent the
misuse of certain scheduled drugs and over-the-counter
medications—often used by youth or others for
recreational or intoxicating purposes. As a dentist by
profession, Akun Sabharwal placed a special emphasis
on public health; through this initiative, he raised
awareness among pharmacy owners and the general
public about the dangers of self-medication. The ‘No
Bill, No Pill’ movement not only fostered greater
accountability within the pharmaceutical retail sector
but also promoted health consciousness among the
public.

‘Put an End to Ragging’

During his tenure as the Deputy Commissioner of Police
(DCP) for the Hyderabad Central Zone and head of the
city’s Anti-Ragging Cell, he launched an innovative
initiative to completely eradicate the menace of ragging
in colleges. Before becoming an IPS officer, Dr. Akun
Sabharwal was a dentist. During his own time as a
student at a medical college in Calicut, he was subjected
to severe ragging—an ordeal so distressing that he was
forced to leave that institution and enroll elsewhere.
Having personally experienced the profound
psychological impact that ragging can have on students,
he designed this campaign with a firm resolve to ensure
that no other student would have to endure such a
situation. The initiative went beyond mere legal action;
it involved organizing extensive meetings that brought
together college management, counselors, and
students. Support was also enlisted from non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) such as ‘Society
against Violence in Education.” Special police teams
were deployed not only on college campuses but also
in areas frequently visited by students, including bus
stops and the vicinities of women’s colleges. Those
caught engaging in ragging or eve-teasing were
provided with counseling in the presence of their
parents. Strict legal action would be taken if an offense
was repeated. Anti-ragging helpline numbers and email
IDs were widely publicized across colleges, enabling
students to file complaints without fear. Akun
Sabharwal, who firmly believed that “ragging is more
of a psychological issue than a physical one,” achieved
remarkable success through this campaign in fostering
a harassment-free, friendly environment within
educational institutions in Hyderabad.

‘Sannihitam’ (Friendly policing)

A ‘people-friendly policing’ initiative was implemented
to allow citizens to file complaints easily and receive an
official receipt. This unique program was launched by
Dr. Akun Sabharwal during his tenure as the Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP) for the Hyderabad Central
Zone. Often, people feel fearful or uncomfortable about
visiting a police station to lodge a complaint; to address
this, ‘Sannihitam’ (meaning ‘closeness’ or ‘accessibility’)
centers were established, providing a welcoming
environment for ordinary citizens to report their
grievances. A key feature of these centers was the
immediate issuance of a formal receipt upon filing a
complaint, which instilled confidence in the public that
their concerns had been officially registered. These
centers facilitated a swift response to a wide range of
urban issues—from law and order concerns and traffic-
related problems to thefts and the illegal supply of
hookah to minors. During the period of heightened
tension in the city surrounding the movement for a
separate Telangana state, this system played a crucial
role in bringing the police closer to the public. By
transforming the atmosphere within police stations and
providing reassurance to victims, Dr. Akun Sabharwal’s
‘Sannihitam’ initiative stands as an exemplary
milestone in the history of the police force.

Returning to Telangana after a long stint...

Senior IPS officer Dr. Akun Sabharwal, who had been
serving on central deputation for an extended period,

e Rendered remarkable service in the R&AW and the ITBP

officially returned to the Telangana cadre in
October 2026. Upon his return, he paid a courtesy
call to the State Director General of Police (DGP),
CV Anand, at the Telangana Police Headquarters
in Hyderabad to formally report for duty. Along
with Dr. Sabharwal, another senior officer, Charu
Sinha (1996 batch), has also returned from central
deputation; both are currently awaiting new
government postings. The Telangana government
is reportedly planning a major reshuffle of IPS
officers—including those at the 1G and Additional
DGP ranks—and there is talk that Dr. Sabharwal
may be entrusted with a key responsibility as part
of this exercise. His return has sparked significant
discussion within police and political circles, with
speculation that the files related to the
sensational Tollywood drugs case—investigated
in 2017 by a Special Investigation Team (SIT) led
by him—might resurface. Given the state
government’s current, stringent crackdown on
drug abuse (evidenced by the establishment of
the TG-NAB), there is also speculation that Dr.
Sabharwal’s expertise could be utilized in this
ongoing anti-narcotics drive.

Bold Decisions to Combat the Drug Menace
During his tenure as the Director of Excise
Enforcement for Telangana and head of the Special
Investigation Team (SIT), Dr. Akun Sabharwal took
exceptionally bold and sensational decisions to
root out the drug mafia network. In the early stages
of the investigation, when a drug peddler
apprehended by the police refused to cooperate,
Dr. Sabharwal—eschewing any official fanfare—
arrived at the police station dressed simply in
shorts and slippers. Unaware that he was a high-
ranking official, the peddler spoke quite casually,
revealing the names of several prominent figures
in Hyderabad. This crucial information enabled Dr.
Sabharwal to uncover the origins of a massive,
international drug racket. At a critical juncture in
the investigation, Dr. Sabharwal was scheduled to
take leave to perform the first-anniversary death
rituals for his mother. However, as media outlets
began speculating that he might be stepping away
due to political pressure—fearing that his absence
could derail the case—he chose to cancel his leave,
prioritizing his professional duty over personal
sentiments. “l will not go on leave until the
investigation into the case is concluded,” he
declared, further accelerating the probe. As the
names of influential individuals began to surface
in connection with the drug case, he started
receiving serious threats via Voice over Internet
Protocol (VolP) calls—calls that originated
internationally and featured an African accent. The
perpetrators targeted his family, threatening him
by claiming they knew which school his children
attended. Despite this, he did not retreat even an
inch; undeterred, he continued to lead an impartial
investigation alongside his team. Recognizing that
the drug menace had spread beyond the
entertainment industry (film fraternity) to reach
students in prominent corporate schools and
engineering colleges across the city, Sabharwal
issued stern warnings to the managements of
these educational institutions. He established
special surveillance teams to prevent the supply
of drugs or cannabis in the vicinity of these
institutions, thereby saving the lives of many
students from ruin. When certain politicians and
prominent figures criticized the conduct of the
investigation through social media and the press,
he responded firmly by holding a press
conference. “We are acting strictly in accordance
with Supreme Court guidelines and the provisions
of the NDPS Act, 1985,” he stated, further warning
that anyone who disparages the officials’
performance of their duties—thereby inciting fear
or alarm in society—would face criminal
defamation charges. It was precisely such bold and
uncompromising decisions that earned Akun
Sabharwal the status of a ‘real hero’ in the eyes of

considerations. Under the

rules governing All-India Services—such as the IAS
and IPS—every officer is required to serve a
specific tenure within Central government
organizations (such as R&AW, IB, ITBP, or the CBI)
at some point in their career. Dr. Akun Sabharwal,
an officer of the 2001 batch, is undergoing this
standard and mandatory deputation, which is
essential for securing promotions to senior ranks
and gaining experience within national-level
security and defense frameworks. Dr. Sabharwal
possesses an exceptional track record in field
operations, including counter-terrorism,
intelligence gathering, and dismantling drug
trafficking networks. Recognizing that the nation’s
security requires the expertise of such competent
officers, the Central government has appointed
him to key positions—serving as an Inspector
General (IG)—within premier security and
intelligence agencies, including R&AW and the
Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP). Notably, while
investigating the ‘Tollywood drugs case’ that
shook Hyderabad in 2017, Dr. Sabharwal received
serious, threatening calls from members of an
international drug mafia. There is speculation that,
following threats directed at his family members,
this upright officer—along with his family—was
provided with full-scale protection; it is also
believed that he was sent to a central government
posting, partly because a change of environment
was deemed necessary for him at the time. During
his tenure as Director of Excise Enforcement and
Commissioner of Civil Supplies, Akun Sabharwal
took an iron-fisted approach against corruption.
His questioning of high-profile film celebrities
and individuals with political connections in
connection with a drug case caused a major stir
within the ruling establishment of the time.
Political analysts have suggested that certain
influential figures, fearing that the presence of
such an uncompromising officer in the state would
jeopardize their interests, exerted pressure
behind the scenes to strategically facilitate his
move to a central deputation.

Achievements in Central Services

During his long tenure in Central Services, Dr. Akun
Sabharwal held highly prestigious responsibilities
in the realms of national security and border
protection. He served as an Inspector General (IG)
in the Research and Analysis Wing (R&AW)—
India’s premier foreign intelligence agency. He
employed a strategic and distinctive approach in
monitoring forces that pose threats to national
security from abroad, as well as in gathering and
analyzing critical information pertaining to
internal security. In recognition of his exceptional
service, the Central Government honored him in
2020 with the prestigious ‘Indian Police Medal for
Meritorious Service.” He also served for an
extended period as an Inspector General (IG) in
the Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP), a
formidable paramilitary force tasked with
guarding the India-China border. Within the ITBP,
he held the position of IG for the highly strategic
and sensitive northeastern border sector. He
demonstrated remarkable leadership in
effectively commanding forces in this region,
which is marked by ongoing border tensions with
China. He served along the Himalayan borders—a
region defined by sub-zero temperatures and
blizzards—where he worked alongside soldiers,
bolstering their morale. His professional expertise
in mountaineering proved invaluable during these
border assighments. Beyond border security, his
tenure in central service involved addressing
internal challenges that threatened law and order;
he also served as a key member of various strategic
committees under the Union Ministry of Home
Affairs, contributing to the formulation of national
security policies. Having served the nation for
over six years—including stints with international
intelligence agencies (RAW) and deployments
along highly volatile borders (ITBP)—he has now
returned to the Telangana cadre. This extensive
national-level experience will prove highly
beneficial in maintaining law and order and
curbing anti-social elements within the state.



® BRS claims it is a move to scrap free electricity

® Government claims it is to ensure quality power supply

o First of its kind
in the country

® Can the grid withstand the load if farmers
switch on their motors simultaneously?

<4 ® New entity burdened with ' 46,126 crore debt on day one

® What is the rationale behind allocating only 25% to thermal power?

® Opposition alleges a plan to gradually phase
out free electricity

DY &b

® Solar power—unavailable at night—accounts for a 58% share!

® Why burden revenue-less entity with' 46,126 crore in debt?
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Neti Dhathri, Hyderabad :
The Telangana government has officially established
the ‘Telangana Rythu Power Distribution Company
Limited’ (TGRPDC) or ‘Rythu DISCOM’ as the state’s third
electricity Distribution Company. The government has
issued G.O. 17 to this effect. This is the first time in the
country that a DISCOM has been established
specifically to cater to agricultural and rural water
supply needs. This decision has elicited mixed political
and social reactions within the state. Approximately
30.63 lakh connections, previously under the
jurisdiction of the existing Northern (TGNPDCL) and
Southern (TGSPDCL) DISCOMs, have been transferred
to this new ‘Farmers’ DISCOM.” Of these, 30.60 lakh are
agricultural connections, while the remainder comprise
lift irrigation schemes, Mission Bhagiratha, and Water
Board connections. Assets worth ' 46,155 crore and
liabilities amounting to ' 46,126 crore have also been
transferred from the old DISCOMs to the account of
this new entity. Initially, a workforce of approximately
2,000 personnel—including engineers, operations and
management staff, and artisans—has been allocated
for the organization’s operations.

A benefit or a loss for farmers?

While the government highlights the potential benefits
of this scheme, opposition parties and power sector
experts have raised concerns regarding possible
downsides. The government asserts that separating
agriculture from domestic and industrial power
requirements will facilitate the supply of high-quality,
uninterrupted electricity to farmers. The State Electricity
Regulatory Commission (TGERC) has clarified that free
electricity for farmers will continue as usual even after
the establishment of the ‘Rythu DISCOM,” and there is
absolutely no question of installing meters on
agricultural pump sets. The maintenance of the 6.15
lakh transformers and power lines allocated to the
agricultural sector can be monitored separately.

The BRS and other experts hold a different view.
Opposition leader Harish Rao alleges that this
dedicated DISCOM could become a tool to deny free
electricity to farmers or impose restrictions on it in the
future. A massive debt burden of ' 46,126 crore was
saddled upon the newly formed entity on its very first
day. There are concerns that these financial losses could
be cited as a pretext to reduce subsidies later. Critics
argue that managing a vast network comprising over
30 lakh connections and 6 lakh transformers with a
staff of only 2,000 is impossible; consequently, if
transformers burn out, there might be no one available
to repair them in time. The new DISCOM has been
allocated only 25% thermal power, with the majority of
the remainder coming from solar and hydroelectric
sources. Since solar power is unavailable at night and
hydroelectric power is generated for only three to four
months a year, apprehensions are being raised about
the risk of power outages for farmers during nighttimes
hours.

Although government announcements portray thisas a
beneficial move to provide dedicated services to the
agricultural sector, there are strong concerns regarding
potential future losses or hardships for farmers due to
the massive debt transfer, staff shortages, and flaws in
power allocation. Farmers will only gain confidence if
the government provides a clear, written assurance
addressing these concerns.

Is there a conspiracy to scrap

free electricity?
Of the power allocated to the DISCOM serving farmers,
58% is solar and 17% is hydroelectric, with only 25%
coming from thermal sources. Solar power is available
only during the day, while hydroelectric power is
accessible for just three to four months a year (during
the monsoon season). How, then, will electricity be
supplied to farmers during the remaining periods and
at night? The opposition’s main allegation is that this
arrangement risks limiting free electricity for farmers
to just six or seven hours during the daytime in the
future. Debts amounting to ' 46,126 crore have been

® 17% allocated to hydroelectric power, which
is available for only 3—4 months a season!

® Opposition suspects meters might be installed

on farmers’ motors to generate revenue

« Government refutes these allegations

transferred to this new DISCOM. Since it deals exclusively
with agricultural connections—and no bills are
collected from farmers—the DISCOM has no independent
revenue stream. If the government fails to release subsidy
funds on time, the entity will sink into losses; the
opposition argues that these losses will then be used as
a pretext to put an end to the free electricity scheme.
Furthermore, there is a proposal—based on reforms
previously introduced by the Central Government—to
install smart or prepaid meters on agricultural pump
sets. Leaders like KTR had previously alleged that
establishing a separate DISCOM would pave the way for
handing over the power sector to private entities (such
as the Adani Group), potentially leading to the
installation of meters and the eventual cancellation of
free electricity. The Congress government and the
Telangana State Electricity Regulatory Commission
(TGERC) have vehemently denied these allegations. Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy and electricity department
officials have clarified that the supply of 24-hour free
electricity to farmers will continue uninterrupted. The
Chief Minister emphasized that the claim regarding the
installation of meters on agricultural pump sets is
merely a misconception held by the opposition and
assured that no meters would be installed that impose
a financial burden on farmers. The government
maintains that it will fully bear the costs of power
procurement and the subsidy burden for the ‘Rythu
DISCOM'’ through the budget, ensuring that farmers face
no financial loss due to the entity’s debts.

Free electricity is a highly sensitive political issue in
Telangana; no government has dared to abolish it
outright. While the opposition raises suspicions by
pointing to technical issues—such as power allocations,
staff shortages, and debt—the government insists that
this is purely an administrative reform aimed at
benefiting farmers. Only a written assurance from the
government regarding this matter will fully dispel the
apprehensions harbored by the farming community.

A Debt Burden of ' 46,126 Crore on the

‘Rythu DISCOM’ from Day One

The imposition of a ' 46,126 crore debt burden on the
newly formed ‘Rythu DISCOM’ (TGRPDC) right from its
inception has become a major topic of discussion in the
state. This debt amount was calculated by isolating the
share of liabilities related to agriculture and lift
irrigation schemes from the total debt of the state’s two
existing DISCOMs (Northern and Southern) and
transferring it to the account of the newly formed Rythu
DISCOM. While standard DISCOMs generate revenue
through electricity bills from households, shops, and
factories, the Rythu DISCOM deals exclusively with
agricultural connections (which are free) and
government water supply connections. Consequently, the
organization has zero internal revenue. To survive, pay
interest on this ' 46,126 crore debt, or procure new
electricity, it must rely entirely on government-provided
funds (subsidies). If the state government fails to release
funds from the budget to this DISCOM on time, the
organization will sink deeper into debt. Experts warn
that this could lead to a situation where the DISCOM is
unable to clear dues to power generation companies
(GENCO), potentially resulting in power cuts for farmers.
The opposition (BRS) primarily alleges that if a
government entity burdened with such massive debt falls
into losses, there is a risk that the power sector could
eventually be handed over to private or corporate
entities under the pretext of “operational burden.” The
government maintains that this debt burden exists only
on paper and will not impact farmers. Official sources
clarify that the restructuring was undertaken to alleviate
the burden on existing DISCOMs, allocate agricultural
sector costs separately in the budget for direct payment
to the ‘Farmer DISCOM,’ and ensure the government itself
bears the responsibility for this debt.

Staff Shortage

The issue of ‘staff shortage’ has emerged as a highly
controversial and technically complex aspect of
establishing the farmers’ DISCOM (TGRPDCEL). There is
strong criticism that the government has allocated an
inadequate number of personnel to manage this massive
system, which comprises over 3 million connections.
The DISCOM’s jurisdiction covers approximately 3.063
million connections (including 3.06 million agricultural
connections, as well as those for Mission Bhagiratha
and lift irrigation schemes), 615,651 agricultural
transformers (DTRs) spread across 584 mandals in 32
districts, and 251,000 kilometers of LT lines. To oversee
this entire system, the government has initially
allocated only 2,000 staff members. It is understood
that only about 1,000 of these are field-level personnel,
such as linemen and artisans. On average, this
translates to just 3 to 4 staff members available per
mandal. Experts warn that it is impossible for such a
small workforce to manage the thousands of motors
and hundreds of transformers located within a single
mandal. Incidents such as agricultural transformers
burning out or wires snapping due to increased load
during the monsoon or summer seasons are common
occurrences. Staff shortages make it difficult to restore
them in a timely manner. Consequently, farmers are
forced to remain in the dark for days, and there is a risk
of crops withering. The 33 kV and 11 kV substations
and lines remain under the jurisdiction of the old
DISCOMs (SPDCL, NPDCL), whereas only the agricultural
lines fall under the new DISCOM. A lack of coordination
between these two DISCOMs raises a major question
regarding who would be held accountable when issues
arise at the field level.

Opposition from Employees

Meanwhile, reports indicate that engineers and other
staff members are reluctant to transfer from the existing
DISCOMs to the new ‘Rythu DISCOM’; they are opposing
the move due to concerns that their service conditions—
particularly regarding promotions and transfers—
might be adversely affected. Responding to these
challenges, the Rythu DISCOM management stated that
the 2,000 personnel were assigned temporarily to
ensure smooth initial operations. Government officials
have assured that staff strength will be augmented from
Transco and GENCO to meet future requirements and
that, if necessary, new recruitments or outsourcing of
field staff will be undertaken to ensure farmers face no
inconvenience.

Flaws in Power Allocation

Concerns are being raised about the looming threat of
severe power shortages for farmers due to flaws in the
electricity allocation made to the dedicated ‘Farmer
DISCOM’. The government-mandated power mix for this
new DISCOM comprises a maximum of 58% solar power,
17% hydroelectric power, and only 25% thermal power.
Solar power (58%) is available only during the day; at
night, solar generation drops to zero. However,
agriculture requires electricity not only during the day
but also at night. While the state’s total thermal power
capacity stands at 13,096 MW, the Farmer DISCOM has
been allocated only 3,306 MW (just 25.24%). In
contrast, it has been allocated a massive 5,031 MW of
solar power (58%) and the state’s entire hydroelectric
capacity of 2,324.8 MW (100%). Experts warn that power
cuts for farmers will be inevitable when that 58% solar
component is unavailable at night. Hydroelectric power
(17%) is generated only during the monsoon season (3—
4 months) when reservoirs hold sufficient water; it is
virtually unavailable during the summer. Yet, the
demand for water for crops peaks precisely during the
summer months. A major question arises regarding how
this 17% power deficit will be bridged. The share of
thermal power—which provides continuous (base load)
electricity—has been limited to just 25%. Typically, the

state’s other two DISCOMs (SPDCL and NPDCL) rely on
thermal power for 53.28% of their needs and on solar
power for only 35.31%. However, the allocations for the
‘Rythu DISCOM’ (Farmers’ DISCOM) were made in a
completely reverse manner. Opposition parties are
criticizing this move, arguing that allocating a larger
share of reliable thermal power to the other two standard
DISCOMs while assigning intermittent renewable energy
to the Rythu DISCOM will lead to operational problems
on the ground.

Grid Stability Issues

The grid must remain stable when the load from
agricultural motors surges suddenly. Solar and
hydroelectric power generation depend on weather
conditions (output drops due to cloud cover or reduced
water flow). Technical experts express concern that
placing the load of 3 million motors on such an unstable
power supply could lead to grid failures or low-voltage
issues, risking damage to farmers’ motors. However, to
mitigate this risk, the government plans to strictly
implement a system of providing 24-hour agricultural
power—specifically during daylight hours—or a shift-
based supply method. Officials also state that by
increasing the share of green energy (solar and hydro)
in compliance with Central Government regulations,
electricity can be supplied to farmers in an eco-friendly
and cost-effective manner; furthermore, agreements will
be in place to purchase power from other DISCOMs to
cover any supply deficits.

Technical and Field-Level Challenges

Solar power (accounting for 58% of the supply) is
available only during the day; generation ceases
completely at night. Experts point out that when
electricity is required for agriculture during the night,
it is impossible to bridge such a significant supply gap
using only the 25% contribution from thermal power.
The allocated hydroelectric power (representing a 17%
share) is available at full capacity only during the
monsoon season (3—4 months a year). Hydroelectric
generation ceases during the summer months when tanks
and reservoirs dry up—precisely the time when the
demand for electricity among farmers is highest. Both
solar and hydroelectric power is intermittent, as they
depend on weather conditions. To maintain grid
stability when over three million agricultural motors
are switched on simultaneously, a substantial supply
of continuous thermal power is required; a low share
of thermal power can lead to low-voltage issues.
Harish Rao’s Allegations

Harish Rao alleged that the Congress government,
despite promising 24-hour free electricity to farmers,
is undermining the scheme through these strategic
allocations. He claimed that by sidelining reliable
thermal power in favour of solar power—which is
unavailable at night—the government intends to restrict
free electricity for farmers to just 6-7 hours during the
day. Government sources are responding to this
allegation with technical clarifications. The government
has already initiated large-scale measures to utilize
solar power during night-time hours. Recently, it
approved tenders for 3,000 MW of solar power capacity,
along with a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS)
boasting a 6,000 MWh capacity to facilitate nighttime
usage. The government believes that increasing the share
of renewable energy, in compliance with Central
government regulations, can reduce power procurement
costs. Officials assure that internal agreements are in
place to purchase electricity from the open market or
other DISCOMs during periods of shortage, ensuring
thereis no disruption to the 24-hour supply for farmers.
While a 25% thermal base-load allocation might appear
low for the agricultural sector on paper, the government
is systematically implementing battery storage
systems... Therefore, this shortage could be overcome
by connecting to the grid. However, if operations
continue solely in the old manner, there is a clear risk
of night-time power cuts—a concern rose by the
opposition parties.
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