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Neti Dhathri, Hyderabad :

Union Minister of State for Home Affairs,
Bandi Sanjay, has asserted that the BJP,
under the leadership of Yogi Adityanath, is
certain to return to power in the upcoming
2027 Uttar Pradesh Assembly elections.
Several recent surveys align with this view,
projecting strong prospects for the BJP-led
NDA alliance to retain power in UP.
Meanwhile, Akhilesh Yadav, leader of the
opposition Samajwadi Party (SP), is
intensifying his grassroots campaign in an
effort to mount a strong challenge. According
to surveys conducted by various national

media outlets and agencies in October 2026, the BJP
appears to hold a clear lead in the state. The survey,
released on October 16, 2026, indicates that if elections
were held today, 66.6% of voters would support the
BJP-led NDA alliance. Furthermore, 66.2% of
respondents expressed a preference for Yogi Adityanath
to continue as the next Chief Minister. Projections from
several surveys—widely circulated online—suggest
that the BJP could win approximately 256 out of the
403 seats in the Uttar Pradesh Legislative Assembly,
potentially securing a comfortable majority to form
the government for a third consecutive term. A majority
of the survey participants attributed the BJP’s strength
to the improvements in law and order, the development
of infrastructure, and the governance policies
implemented during Yogi Adityanath’s administration.
Opposition Alliance Takes a High- Stakes Approach
Buoyed by the momentum from the Lok Sabha elections,
the Samajwadi Party (SP) is treating the 2027 elections
as a matter of high prestige. The opposition alliance,
led by Akhilesh Yadav, is mounting a formidable
challenge. According to surveys from October 2026,
the SP-Congress alliance has garnered 26.4% support.
In the race for Chief Minister, Akhilesh Yadav stands in
second place with 24.4% backing. Political analysts
estimate that the SP-led alliance could secure between
135 and 170 seats. Akhilesh Yadav is primarily focusing
on the issue of unemployment in the state. In a statement
to the media on October 23, 2026, he asserted that jobs
for the youth would only be possible if Yogi Adityanath
is unseated, emphasizing that they are grounding their
struggle in on-the-ground realities rather than mere
dreams. The opposition alliance is concentrating on
strengthening its booth-level machinery and addressing
local issues to mount a strong challenge against the
ruling party.

Yogi Remains Unchallenged

While current surveys indicate that Yogi Adityanath
holds an unassailable lead, critical issues such as
unemployment could potentially influence the voters’
verdict. In the coming months, the selection of
candidates, regional equations, and the strategies of
various alliances will bring greater clarity to the
political landscape. Meanwhile, some observers
anticipate that the movement led by the ‘Cockroach
Janata Party’ (CJP)—along with broader concerns raised
by the opposition—could influence the upcoming
assembly elections. However, there are varying opinions
on the extent to which this might alter the final electoral
outcomes. The movement primarily focuses on issues
such as youth unemployment, examination paper leaks,
and electoral reforms. In a large state like Uttar Pradesh,
there is a significant number of young voters; political
analysts believe that if this demographic remains
deeply dissatisfied with the unemployment situation,
it could pose a challenge for the ruling BJP in the
upcoming assembly elections. Samajwadi Party leader
Akhilesh Yadav has openly extended his support to this
movement, incorporating the issues of unemployment
and educational reform—raised by the CIP—into his
own campaign agenda. A recent meeting in Lucknow
between CJP representative Ashutosh Ranka and
Akhilesh Yadav has become a subject of discussion
within political circles. The opposition is making
concerted efforts on the ground to translate this youth
frustration into votes. It should be noted, however, that
the CJP is not a political party that contests elections
directly; rather, it functions as a ‘pressure group.
According to political analysts, the CJP’s influence is
currently strongest in urban areas. There is no booth-
level machinery for this in rural areas. While this
movement may not be able to completely dismantle the
BJP’s vote bank in the 2027 state elections, it is believed
that by fueling public discontent with government
policies, it could evolve into a major challenge by the
time of the 2029 general elections.

The Unassailable Charisma of “Bulldozer Baba”

The “Jantar Mantar 2.0” protests—organized in Delhi
in October 2026 by opposition parties and the CJP,
demanding the resignation of the Chief Election
Commissioner—have undoubtedly intensified the
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It remains to be seen, however,
how effectively the BJP will
withstand this pressure, given the
strong organizational structure of
Yogi Adityanath’s government and
its reputation for maintaining law
and order.In the politics of Uttar
Pradesh, the moniker “Bulldozer
Baba,” bestowed upon Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, has
evolved into a powerful brand
representing his unassailable
political charisma. He earned this
identity by deploying bulldozers
to demolish the properties of
criminals, mafia syndicates, and
those involved in illicit activities. The “zero-tolerance”
policy adopted by the Yogi administration against “mafia
raj” and hooliganism has bolstered public trust in him.
His firm decisions regarding the protection of women
and the safety of the general public have solidified a
core vote bank for the BJP. Beyond Uttar Pradesh, BJP
leaders are extensively leveraging the ‘bulldozer
model’—associated with Yogi Adityanath—in election
campaigns across states like Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, and Maharashtra. According to a recent
News18 mega-survey (as of October 2026), 66.2% of
voters in Uttar Pradesh have expressed their preference
for Yogi Adityanath to continue as Chief Minister, a
testament to the strength of his charisma. This appeal
has been further bolstered not only by the ‘bulldozer
action’ but also by development initiatives, such as the
construction of expressways and the successful
attraction of investments. While the ‘bulldozer charisma’
has become a potent asset for the ruling party, it has
also sparked intense legal and political controversy.
The Supreme Court has strongly criticized the demolition
of homes without prior notice or adherence to due legal
process. Judicial restrictions imposed on such
unauthorized demolitions have, to some extent, acted
as a brake on the Yogi government’s strategy. Meanwhile,
the Samajwadi Party—led by Akhilesh Yadav—along
with the Congress and other opposition parties have
denounced the ‘bulldozer policy’ as unconstitutional.
They are campaigning by claiming that this is an attack
targeting a specific community. Despite challenges in
the state—such as unemployment and unrest among the
youth—Yogi Adityanath’s image as a tough, incorruptible
ruler—often referred to as “Bulldozer Baba” —serves as
a protective shield for him on the ground. This charisma
is set to become the BJP’s greatest asset in securing a
victory in the upcoming 2027 elections.

Support for Yogi’s tough stance

Itis unclear how much enthusiasm was generated within
the opposition ranks by Akhilesh Yadav’s slogan—that
if his party comes to power in 2027, they will run an
“electoral bulldozer” over the forces that backed Yogi.
However, surveys indicate that the majority of voters
are largely indifferent to the opposition’s concerns and,
in fact, support Yogi’s firm approach. When the
opposition attacks the “bulldozer” image, BJP leaders—
such as Keshav Prasad Maurya—counter by warning
the public that an opposition victory would lead to a
return of the old “Gunda Raj” (rule of criminals) and
lawlessness. This narrative effectively diminishes the
impact of the opposition’s concerns. Furthermore, Yogi
Adityanath’s retort—that operating a “bulldozer”
requires both courage and intellect, qualities he implies
Akhilesh Yadav lacks (suggesting that Akhilesh would
instead bow down to criminals)—has further solidified
his image as a “strong leader” in the eyes of the public.
The majority of the public, who favor a stern approach
toward criminals, pay little heed to the criticisms raised
by the opposition. However, those who have been
subjected to unlawful demolitions, along with voters
who oppose the government, find themselves in
agreement with Akhilesh Yadav’s arguments.
Consequently, while this “bulldozer politics” may not be
enough to decisively swing the entire vote in one
direction in the 2027 elections, it is playing a pivotal
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® Union Minister Bandi Sanjay expresses firm confidence

® Surveys indicate a clear trend

® 66.2% of the public supports ‘Bulldozer Baba’

® Only 24.4% support Akhilesh Yadav

9063524136, 9908658888 | e A shift in the sentiment of Muslim voters

political climate in Uttar Pradesh. ® Law and order, along with infrastructure development,
work in Yogi’s favor

® Unemployment could be a potential challenge

® The ‘Cockroach’ movement might have some impact

® Favorable winds for the NDA in the crucial Western UP region

® BJP has already established a foothold in Rampur,
the stronghold of Azam Khan

® BJP campaigns that an SP-led government would inevitably
bring lawlessness and ‘goonda’ (thug) rule

® Growing discontent with Akhilesh among Muslim voters

e MIM likely to split the Muslim vote

role in polarizing society into two distinct political
camps.

Dissatisfaction with Akhilesh

Muslim voters, who make up nearly 20% of Uttar
Pradesh’s population, are set to become a highly decisive
force in the upcoming 2027 assembly elections. In the
2022 assembly elections, approximately 75% to 80% of
Muslim voters extended their unequivocal support to
the Samajwadi Party. Following the success of the SP-
Congress alliance in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections,
Muslim voters firmly believe that this coalition is the
only one capable of defeating the BJP. A majority of these
voters intend to cast their ballots for this alliance in
2027 as well, aiming to prevent a split in the vote.
Meanwhile, the Muslim community harbors deep
dissatisfaction, feeling that the “bulldozer model”
employed by the Yogi Adityanath government
disproportionately targets their community. Akhilesh
Yadav and the Congress, who stand in opposition to this,
are seeking their own protection through mutual support.
While Muslim voters on the ground largely favor the
Samajwadi Party (SP), some Muslim religious leaders
and intellectuals have raised objections regarding
certain political strategies adopted by Akhilesh Yadav.
There is growing discontent among some who feel that,
in an effort to avoid alienating Hindu voters, Akhilesh
Yadav remains silent on issues concerning the Muslim
community—such as disputes over mosques, the hijab,
or restrictions on offering Namaz—choosing instead to
focus solely on the “PDA” (an acronym representing
backward and marginalized sections) slogan. Some
religious leaders have voiced concerns that Muslims
are being reduced to a mere “vote bank” and are not
receiving recognition commensurate with their
population size. In October 2026, the minority wing of
the Congress party firmly demanded that at least 100
seats within the alliance be allocated to Muslim
candidates. Furthermore, there are demands that
Akhilesh Yadav should designate a Muslim leader from
his party as a Deputy Chief Minister or as the party’s
Chief Ministerial candidate.

MIM Could Spell Trouble for Akhilesh

Asaduddin Owaisi, leader of the All India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM), is preparing to contest
200 seats in the upcoming elections—either
independently or in an alliance with other smaller
parties. Speaking in Rampur in October 2026, Owaisi
declared, “We do not accept the Nehru, Gandhi, or Yadav
families as our leaders,” urging Muslim youth to rise
independently. While Owaisi’s speeches resonate with
the Muslim youth, there is a strong, prevailing fear
among ordinary Muslim voters that casting a ballot for
the MIM could split the opposition vote, indirectly
facilitating a victory for the BJP. Meanwhile, there is
deep sympathy among Muslims in Western Uttar Pradesh
for senior leader Azam Khan—who holds significant
influence within the community—given his current
imprisonment and the legal challenges faced by his
family. Although some perceive that Akhilesh Yadav has
not fully stood by Azam Khan’s family, it remains likely
that, for the sake of political expediency, they will
ultimately turn to the SP-Congress alliance.
Opposition to Azam Khan among Muslim intellectuals
Intellectuals and religious leaders within the Muslim
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community have strongly criticized Azam
Khan for his past controversial actions,
abuse of power, and overall conduct.

During his tenure, Azam Khan’s
confrontations with prominent Muslim
figures—such as the Shahi Imam of Delh
i’'s Jama Masjid, Syed Ahmed Bukhari—and
his use of inappropriate remarks against
them, have left a deep sense of
dissatisfaction within the Muslim
community. Maulana Shahabuddin Razvi,
a prominent Sufi religious leader from
Bareilly, has openly stated that “Muslims
no longer listen to Azam Khan, and he has
brought no benefit to the community.” Some
believe that the unlawful activities
allegedly carried out by Azam Khan’s family
have damaged the image of the Muslim
community. It is noteworthy that the BJP
achieved a historic victory in the Rampur
assembly constituency—a stronghold of
Azam Khan—during the last by-election.
Analysts suggest that a segment of Muslim
voters has grown weary of Azam Khan’s

brand of politics, which has either led to a decline in
voter turnout or a shift in support toward the BJP.
Crucial for Political Equations in Western UP

In the politics of Western Uttar Pradesh, the Jat-Muslim
equation serves as a pivotal social force. If the votes of
these two communities align, victory becomes easier
for any party; however, if they split, the entire political
landscape shifts. With the 2027 Assembly elections on
the horizon, political equations in Western UP are once
again evolving. In the past, following the ‘AJGAR’ (Ahir,
Jat, Gurjar, Rajput) and ‘MAJGAR’ (incorporating
Muslims) frameworks—pioneered by former Prime
Minister Chaudhary Charan Singh—Jats and Muslims
remained united as a single political bloc for decades.
Both communities were interdependent, rooted in an
agrarian economy. The 2013 Muzaffarnagar communal
riots severely damaged the bond between these two
groups, leading to intense Hindu-Muslim polarization
and a significant shift of Jat voters toward the BJP. This
shift enabled the BJP to achieve a landslide, one-sided
victory in the 2014 and 2019 Lok Sabha elections, as
well as the 2017 Assembly elections. The farmers’ protest
against the central government’s farm laws (2020-21)
has since brought about a new transformation in
Western UP. “Bhaichara Sammelans” (brotherhood
gatherings), organized jointly by farmer leaders like
Rakesh Tikait and Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) chief Jayant
Chaudhary, helped erase long-standing animosity
between the Jat and Muslim communities. In the 2022
Assembly elections, the alliance between the Samajwadi
Party—led by Akhilesh Yadav—and the RLD brought
Muslim and Jat votes together, securing a significant
number of seats for the coalition in Western Uttar
Pradesh. With the 2027 elections on the horizon, the
political landscape of Western Uttar Pradesh has taken
an unexpected turn; the RLD, under Jayant Chaudhary,
has parted ways with the Samajwadi Party and joined
the ruling NDA coalition. This realignment was further
solidified after the central government announced the
“Bharat Ratna” for Chaudhary Charan Singh. With the
RLD now aligned with the BJP, Jat votes are likely to
consolidate once again in favor of the ruling side. Howe
ver, Muslim voters previously associated with the RLD
appear unwilling to accept this alliance, preferring
instead to remain with the opposition SP-Congress bloc.
The BJP-RLD alliance is now looking to undermine the
Samajwadi Party’s vote bank in Muslim-majority
constituencies across Western Uttar Pradesh by
employing non-traditional political strategies.
Meanwhile, the recent war of words between Akhilesh
Yadav and Jayant Chaudhary—centered on the “chava
nni” (25 paise coin) versus “rupee” remark—has further
intensified the election campaign in Western Uttar
Pradesh. With Jat voters potentially shifting toward the
BJP via the RLD, Akhilesh Yadav has introduced a new
social equation to counter this trend. To bridge the gap
caused by the loss of Jat support in Western UP, the
Samajwadi Party is focusing on a “Gurjar-Muslim”
coalition. By combining the significant Gurjar and other
OBC voter bases—prevalent in districts like Meerut,
Ghaziabad, Gautam Buddh Nagar, and Baghpat—with
Muslim voters, the SP-Congress alliance is devising
strategies to mount a strong challenge against the BJP-
RLD coalition.
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