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NetiDhathri, Hyderabad :

A historic judgment by the
Supreme Court, delivered
in the context of a
corruption case involving a
police  constable from
Rajasthan, has left corrupt
officials sleepless. Since
the ruling empowers the
Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) to prosecute
wrongdoers without
needing prior government
sanction, those who have

4-55 é)&éaﬁ

Sépe m@jﬂﬁﬁ o3| made bribery a way of life
8063524136, 9908558808 are now filled with dread.

In particular, a decision must now be taken regarding
519 cases currently pending in the Telangana Secretariat.
Furthermore, there is a possibility that 22 cases—
previously closed by the ACB with court permission—
could now be reopened. Let us examine the Rajasthan
constable case that created such a stir. In 2021, the
Rajasthan Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) registered a
case against and arrested a constable named Tejaram—
who was working at the Sirohi DSP office—on
allegations that he had demanded a bribe of Rs. 1.5
lakh on behalf of the Superintendent of Police (SP). The
trial court framed charges against him under the
Prevention of Corruption (PC) Act. Constable Tejaram
approached the Rajasthan High Court, and subsequently
the Supreme Court, arguing that under Section 17A of
the Prevention of Corruption Act, prior approval from
higher authorities or the government is mandatory
before initiating an inquiry or investigation against a
public servant—a requirement he claimed was not
followed in his case. The court clarified that the
protection under Section 17A applies only to decisions
or recommendations made as part of the discharge of
official duties. It ruled that serious offenses—such as
demanding bribes, misappropriating public funds,
forging accounts, committing fraud, or breach of trust—
do not fall within the scope of official duties, and
therefore, no prior approval under Section 17A is
required for such matters. Consequently, the court
concluded that in such cases, the Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) does not require prior government approval to
conduct an investigation. (Justices S.V.N. Bhatti and N.V.
Anjaria) A Supreme Court bench, which included Anjaria,
delivered this landmark verdict on October 16, 2026.
Government Denies Permission for Prosecution in

22 Corruption Cases
In Telangana, the government has denied permission
to prosecute officials accused in at least 22 corruption
cases—involving both ‘trap’ cases (where officials were
caught red-handed accepting bribes) and cases of
‘disproportionate assets’ (DA)—over the past two years.
The Forum for Good Governance (FGG) has expressed
concern that, due to the failure of the State Secretariat
to grant approval for criminal prosecution, these matters
have been relegated solely to departmental inquiries.
Consequently, since 2023, approximately 22 Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB) cases have had to be closed
entirely with the court’s permission. Noting that an
average of 20 to 25 corruption cases are registered in
the state every month, the FGG wrote to the Chief
Secretary (CS) on October 22, 2026, highlighting that
investigation reports and files seeking prosecution
sanction—submitted by the ACB Director General—are
facing significant delays at the Secretariat. Citing a
recent Supreme Court ruling which clarifies that prior
approval is not required under Section 17A of the
Prevention of Corruption Act, the FGG has demanded
that all such pending or returned cases be immediately
handed back to the ACB so that the accused can be
prosecuted.
The following are the details of some prominent cases
in Telangana that were recently officially closed in the
courts due to the lack of prior government authorization.
Case of a Rs. 50,000 Bribe in the Municipal Administration
Department (The Surender Case): An official named
Surender, working in the Gadwal Municipality, was
caught red-handed by Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB)
officials while accepting a bribe of Rs. 50,000 to issue a
work order for the installation of a chlorination plant.
Following an investigation, the Director General of the
ACB submitted a final report in 2021-22, recommending
criminal prosecution against the accused. However, the
Municipal Administration and Urban Development
(MA&UD) Department denied permission for
prosecution, directing instead that only departmental
action be taken. Based on these government
instructions, the ACB submitted a closure report to the
special ACB court, which subsequently closed the case
entirely on August 14 in Hyderabad.
Case Involving Police Demanding a Bribe from a Hyderabad
Pub Owner: In 2023, the ACB (City Range-2) registered a
case following allegations that an inspector, a sub-
inspector (SI), and a home guard—all attached to a
police station in Hyderabad—had demanded a bribe
from the owner of a pub. In this instance as well, the
government denied permission for criminal prosecution
against the accused following the completion of the
investigation. The government has clarified that it is
sufficient to initiate departmental disciplinary
proceedings against the accused officials for the
violation of the Telangana Civil Services (Conduct) Rules.
In accordance with the government’s decision, the
special ACB court accepted the closure report filed by
the ACB on October 8 and closed the case.
Corruption cases against two more police officers: The state
government refused to grant sanction for criminal
prosecution against two additional police officers facing
corruption allegations. Consequently, on October 9, a
special court accepted the closure report submitted by
the Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) and dismissed the
case.
The Forum for Good Governance (FGG) has expressed
concern that those accused of corruption are easily
evading accountability. Even after ACB officials pursue
these matters through the courts, principal secretaries
from various departments within the Secretariat issue

last-minute memos stating that “prosecution is
unnecessary; departmental action is sufficient”—
practice that allows the accused to escape legal
consequences.

621 Cases in the Last Five Years!

According to reports from the Telangana Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) and the Forum for Good Governance (FGG),
a total of 621 corruption cases have been registered
across Telangana over the past five years (between 2020
and 2025). In recent years, the ACB has significantly
intensified its operations in Telangana. Annual
statistics clearly indicate a sharp rise in the number of
cases registered and officials arrested, particularly in
2024 and 2025. A year-by-year breakdown reveals the
following: In 2023, the ACB arrested 99 corrupt officials.
In 2024, 152 cases were registered—a 60% increase
compared to 2023—comprising 129 ‘trap’ cases and 11
cases involving assets disproportionate to known
sources of income (DA cases); a total of 223 individuals

were arrested that year. In -
2025, a record 199 cases
were registered—a 31%
increase over 2024—
including 157 ‘trap’ cases
and 15 cases involving
disproportionate assets
(DA cases). The Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB)
has put a total of 273
officials behind bars. In a
span of just seven
months—leading up to July
2026—ACB officials
registered 137 cases
(including 67 traps and 16
cases involving
disproportionate assets)
and apprehended the
accused. The vast majority

of these cases involve
officials caught red-
handed while accepting

bribes; in fact, 70% to 80%
of all registered cases fall
into this category. While
only two cases involving
disproportionate assets
were recorded in 2021, the
number of such cases—

where raids on the residences of high-ranking officials
uncovered assets worth hundreds of crores—has risen
sharply, exceeding 15 per year by 2025-2026.

According to ACB reports, the government departments
with the highest number of corruption cases include the
Revenue Department, the Home Department (Police),
and the Municipal Administration Department. Data
collected by the Forum for Good Governance (FGG)
indicates that out of 621 cases registered over a five-
year period, the ACB has completed final investigation
reports for 519 of them and submitted them to the
Secretariat, awaiting government approval. However,
reports suggest that delays in clearing these files at the
Secretariat have hindered the timely filing of charge
sheets in court—a situation further complicated by the
fact that some officials reach retirement age while these
files remain pending.

In 2026, the Telangana Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB)
focused its efforts on “high-profile” individuals,
conducting a record number of raids in cases involving
assets disproportionate to known sources of income.
Within the first six months of the year alone, the ACB
unearthed illicit assets with a market value estimated
between ' 400 crore and ' 500 crore.

Shankar Reddy Bheemreddy (a suspended DSP): The ACB
conducted simultaneous raids across 16 locations in
Hyderabad and Zaheerabad. Preliminary estimates
suggest that the market value of his luxury villas,
commercial complexes, and agricultural lands exceeds '
150 crore. During the searches, the ACB seized
approximately ' 1.35 crore in cash, 2 kg of gold, 20 kg of
silver, and 23 bottles of foreign liquor.

Mohan Naik Jarupla (Engineer-in-Chief, R&B): Raids
conducted on the residences of Mohan Naik, who serves
as the Engineer-in-Chief for the Roads and Buildings
(R&B) Department, led to the recovery of a large volume
of documents. While the value of his illicit assets, based
on official government registration records, stands at '
17.94 crore, officials have concluded that their actual
market value runs into hundreds of crores.

Sunkari Narahari Rao, Deputy Director: The Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) conducted raids on the properties of this
official, who serves as a Deputy Director in the Survey
and Land Records Department. The raids uncovered
assets with a government assessed value of ' 13.05 crore
(with a market value exceeding " 50 crore). This included
11.54 crore in cash, fixed deposits worth ' 5.04 crore, and
1.3 kilograms of gold.

Naini Bhujanga Rao, Suspended Additional SP: The ACB carried
out searches across 15 locations linked to Bhujanga
Rao—a suspended officer and an accused in the high-
profile phone-tapping case in Telangana.

Having identified illicit assets worth ' 5.92 crore—
amassed through the abuse of his official position—
the ACB arrested him in June 2026.

B. Ravinder, Chief Engineer (HMDA): Holding a key position
at the Hyderabad Metropolitan Development Authority
(HMDA), he was caught in July with illicit assets valued
at 1 9.24 crore.

V. Narasimha Rao, District Manager (Civil Supplies): During
raids conducted in October 2026 at his residences in
Mahabubabad, the ACB identified assets—comprising
plots, houses, and agricultural land—worth ' 9.41 crore.
Thummakomma Sucharitha, a suspended Tahsildar,
faced a Disproportionate Assets (DA) case shortly after
being caught in a bribery incident. Assets worth Rs 5.05
crore—including diamonds, gold, and flats—were seized
from her.

Under the leadership of Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB)
DG Charu Sinha, the bureau set a record by registering 10
major DA cases in the second quarter (April-June) of
2026—the highest number recorded since 1983.
Loopholes in the Law are to Blame

Even when the Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) manages to
catch officials red-handed while accepting bribes, the
subsequent criminal prosecution in court is often either
denied or severely delayed. This is primarily due to
loopholes within the administrative machinery (the
Secretariat) and the misuse of legal protective
provisions. According to the ‘Forum for Good Governance’
and various analysts, several key factors allow corrupt
officials to easily evade accountability. When the ACB
catches an official accepting a bribe—a ‘trap case’—
government sanction is mandatory to file a charge sheet
in court. However, when these files reach the Secretariat,
senior officials often issue memos or Government Orders
(GOs) denying permission for criminal prosecution,
stating instead that “criminal prosecution is unnecessary;
departmental action will suffice.” Consequently, even
serious corruption cases are reduced to minor internal
inquiries. Furthermore, Section 17A of the Prevention of
Corruption Act requires prior approval before initiating
an investigation into government employees. While this
provision was originally intended to protect honest
officials from being targeted by false or malicious cases,
it is now being exploited to shield the corrupt. However,
corrupt officials often exploit this section to stall
investigations, approaching the courts or the government
to halt proceedings for every act of misconduct they have
committed. (Notably, the Supreme Court clarified in a
ruling on October 16 that Section 17A does not apply to
cases involving demands for bribes, meaning prior
sanction is not required in such instances.) The Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB) concludes its investigation and
submits a report to the Vigilance Department, which
then forwards it to the government for approval. During
this protracted process, the accused officials exert
pressure—or offer inducements—to section officers or
higher-ranking officials within the Secretariat, effectively
blocking the movement of the files. Files are kept pending
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» This section had previously
served as a shield for corrupt officials.

® The Court clarified that this section applies only
! to policy-related decisions.

It explicitly stated that the section does not
apply to acts of corruption.

519 cases in the state were left pending,
shielded by this very section.

. 22 previously closed cases may now be revisited.

The Supreme Court’s ruling paves the way for
resolving these pending matters.

The Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) can now conduct

for months under the

finvestigations without requiring prior government approval.
® Following this verdict, the Chief Secretary is

expected to review these cases.

pretext of seeking “legal

opinion.” According to
regulations, permission

® Corrupt officials are now gripped by anxiety.

for prosecution should
be granted within six
months of an ACB case

® A large majority of these cases involve the Revenue,

being registered. Yet, in HomMe (Police), and Municipal departments.

Telangana, many files
have remained @
languishing in the
Secretariat for five to ten
years. In the meantime,

the corrupt official may retire, or the perceived gravity of
the case may diminish. Social organizations have
expressed concern that this has led to a lack of fear
among officials regarding ACB raids. Due to these
loopholes, at least 22 significant corruption cases have
been officially closed in recent years because the
necessary sanction for prosecution was never granted.
Significant Changes to Investigations Following

Supreme Court Ruling
A recent landmark judgment by the Supreme Court in a
case involving a Rajasthan police constable has brought
major relief to the Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) in
Telangana. This ruling is set to bring about crucial
changes in how the Telangana ACB conducts
investigations and handles cases moving forward.
Previously, officials caught red-handed while accepting
bribes would often invoke Section 17A of the Prevention
of Corruption Act, stalling investigations by claiming that
“prior government approval” had not been obtained. The
Supreme Court’s latest verdict clarifies that demanding
a bribe or engaging in corrupt practices does not fall
under the scope of “official duties.” Consequently, ACB
officials can now proceed to arrest the accused
immediately—without waiting for government
authorization—and expedite the investigative process.
In the past, following ACB raids, the bureau often had to
wait for months or even years, to secure the necessary
clearances from various government departments to file
charge sheets. During this interval, the accused would
frequently leverage influence to weaken the cases.
Henceforth, such bureaucratic delays will no longer be
an issue in cases involving bribery or the accumulation
of disproportionate assets. Notably, in the last two years
alone, approximately 22 ACB cases in Telangana were
closed by the courts due to the failure to obtain
government approval. In line with the demands of the
‘Forum for Good Governance’ and following a Supreme
Court judgment, the Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) may
reopen or revive old cases that were previously closed
or returned due to technical reasons. Typically, delays in
court proceedings for ACB cases often lead to witnesses
withdrawing or the accused retiring, which results in a
low conviction rate. However, with this recent judgment,
charge sheets are expected to be filed more promptly,
and court trials are likely to conclude faster.
Consequently, the probability of corrupt officials being
convicted will increase significantly.
Pending Corruption Files
In Telangana, a total of 519 files—pertaining to Section
17A of the Prevention of Corruption Act and requests for
criminal prosecution sanction—are currently pending
across various government departments and the
Secretariat. These figures were revealed through official
data obtained by the ‘Forum for Good Governance’ under
the Right to Information (RTI) Act. Out of 621 corruption
cases registered by the Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) over
the last five years, the ACB has promptly completed final
investigation reports for 519 of them. These 519 files
were subsequently sent to the Secretariat to obtain the
‘prosecution sanction’ required to file charge sheets
against the accused in court. However, because these
files have remained pending for months with the
Principal Secretaries of various government
departments, the ACB has been unable to file the charge
sheets. Notably, the majority of these 519 ACB files
pertain to the Revenue and Land Records Department.
According to reports from the ACB and the Forum for Good
Governance, this department accounts for the highest
number of pending files—cases involving Tahsildars,
Deputy Tahsildars, and Village Revenue Officers who
were caught accepting bribes in connection with matters
such as ‘Dharani’ portal issues, land mutations, *virasat*
(succession/inheritance transfers), and the issuance of
land clearance certificates. Prosecution files concerning
police inspectors, sub-inspectors, and assistant sub-
inspectors (ASls)—who were caught by the Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB) while demanding bribes for
granting station bail, registering or altering FIRs,
removing names of suspects, or manipulating charge
sheets—remain pending with the Principal Secretary of
the Home Department. Similarly, a large number of files
involving municipal commissioners, town planning

officials, and engineers—caught accepting bribes for
issuing building permits, overlooking illegal
constructions, or clearing bills for municipal

contractors—are also stalled within this department.
Furthermore, files pertaining to the departments of
Panchayat Raj and Rural Development, Energy, and the
Welfare of Tribal/Backward Classes are awaiting
clearance across various sections of the Secretariat. Due
to these delays, at least 22 clear-cut “trap” cases over
the last two years have been closed in court following
the denial of prosecution sanction. However, in light of
a recent Supreme Court ruling (dated October 16, 2026)
clarifying that prior sanction (under Section 17A) is not
required in bribery cases, social organizations are
demanding that the government immediately review the

Social organizations are demanding immediate
authorization for these investigations to proceed.

519 pending files at the Secretariat and hand them back
to the ACB.

Time Limits for File Clearance

Under the Prevention of Corruption (PC) Act, strict time
limits have been prescribed to prevent inordinate delays
in the process of granting permission for criminal
investigation or prosecution of government employees.
According to Section 19 of the PC Act and the latest
guidelines issued by the Central and State governments,
the relevant government department or the competent
authority must announce its decision within exactly 3
months (90 days) from the date a file is submitted—
following the completion of an Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) investigation—seeking sanction to prosecute an
accused official. In cases involving legal complexities
that necessitate further legal consultation, this period
may be extended by an additional month (30 days). In
other words, a final decision on the file must be reached
within a maximum of 4 months. Furthermore, based on
Supreme Court rulings in the Vineet Narain and
Subramanian Swamy cases, if the government fails to
reach a decision within the stipulated timeframe, it is
deemed that “sanction has been granted,” allowing the
ACB to proceed directly to file a charge sheet in court.
Although these provisions appear robust on paper, the
reality in the Telangana Secretariat is that many files
remain pending—not just for 3 or 4 months, but for as
long as 3 to 5 years. The stipulated time limits are not
being effectively implemented because files are
frequently shuttled back and forth under the pretexts of
being “under examination” or requiring “additional
information,” leading to unnecessary delays.
Recommendations by the Forum for Good Governance

To address these delays—specifically those involving
corruption-related files within the Secretariat—the
Forum for Good Governance (FGG) has submitted key
proposals to the Chief Secretary (CS) of the Telangana
Government, urging the implementation of a recent
Supreme Court judgment. Twenty-two significant
corruption cases, which were closed over the last two
years due to a lack of government sanction, must be
immediately reopened. In light of the Supreme Court’s
ruling that prior sanction is not required for bribery cases,
the accused in these matters should face renewed
investigation and prosecution. The government must
immediately revoke all controversial memos and
Government Orders (GOs) issued by Principal Secretaries
of various departments in the Secretariat, which argued
that “criminal prosecution is unnecessary” and that
“departmental disciplinary action alone suffices.” Every
official caught accepting a bribe must be treated as a
criminal accused and sent for trial in a court of law.
Furthermore, the Chief Secretary should personally
review the 519 files—pertaining to investigations by the
Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB)—that have remained
pending for years across various sections of the
Secretariat. For all files that have exceeded the three-
month statutory time limit, a ‘deemed sanction’ (implying
that permission has been granted) should be declared,
and directives should be issued to file charge sheets in
ACB (Anti-Corruption Bureau) courts. A dedicated online
dashboard should be established to monitor every
corruption-related file submitted by the ACB—tracking
which official at the Secretariat holds the file and for
how long it has remained pending. This would facilitate
the easy determination of accountability for officials
who cause delays. Furthermore, the FGG (Forum for Good
Governance) has proposed that the Telangana
government, after having its legal cell study the Supreme
Court’s judgment in the Rajasthan Constable case,
should immediately issue an official circular to all
departments clarifying that “prior government sanction
under Section 17A is not required for cases involving
bribery and disproportionate assets.”

Response from the Chief Secretary

A recent Supreme Court judgment has clarified that prior
government approval under Section 17A is not mandatory
in cases where officials are caught red-handed (trapped)
by the Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB). In light of this, the
Chief Secretary (CS) is set to hold a preliminary review—
involving senior officials from the Law Department—
regarding 519 pending files at the Secretariat, as well as
cases that were recently closed due to the lack of
prosecution sanction. According to sources within the
Secretariat, the Chief Secretary intends to issue
guidelines ensuring that, for officials caught accepting
bribes, the ACB can proceed directly to file charge sheets
in court and advance the prosecution, without waiting
for prior government authorization. The government is
now focusing on reviewing files—pertaining to various
departments such as Revenue, Police, and Municipal
Administration—that had been stalled solely due to the
technical requirement of “government approval,” with
the intent of returning these cases to the ACB. Given
these significant, landmark developments, the
Telangana government is expected to soon issue official
orders or a circular to all departments.
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