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Hyderabad , NetiDhathri :

Since assuming office as Chairman of the Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD), B.R. Naidu has been rendering
exceptional religious service, placing the utmost priority on
preserving the spiritual grandeur of Tirumala and
propagating Sanatana Dharma. Indeed, under Naidu’s
impartial and transparent oversight, TTD is evolving from a
mere administrative body into a powerful guiding force for
the propagation of Sanatana Hindu Dharma. Viewing service
to the Lord as a sacred responsibility, the board under his
leadership is implementing significant religious and
spiritual reforms. Work has been accelerated on a project to
construct approximately 5,000 temples dedicated to the Lord
in Dalit, tribal, fishing, and backward-class colonies across
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, utilizing funds from the
Srivani Trust. A historic decision has been taken to increase
the monthly financial assistance (Dhupa-Deepa-Naivedyam
allowance) provided by TTD from ' 5,000 to ' 10,000, ensuring
that daily rituals continue and small temples in rural areas
do not close down due to a lack of funds. With the resolve to
provide everyone in the country the opportunity to have
‘Darshan’ of Lord Srivaru, magnificent temples modeled after
the Tirumala temple are being constructed in major cities
and all state capitals across the nation. Land acquisition
and construction activities are proceeding rapidly under the
supervision of BR Naidu in cities such as Jammu & Kashmir,
Navi Mumbai, Guwahati (Assam), Patna (Bihar), Raipur
(Chhattisgarh), and Coimbatore. To propagate the uniqueness
of Hindu Dharma and the philosophy of Lord Venkateswara
globally, large-scale “Srivari Kalyana Utsavams” (Vaibhava
Venkatesham) are being organized—not only in remote areas
of the Telugu states and major Indian cities but also abroad
(in countries like the USA, the UK, and Dubai). The Board has
approved the construction of a permanent “Yagashala” at
Alipiri, located at the foothills of Tirumala, to facilitate the
continuous performance of “Homas”, “Yagas”, and other
religious rituals dedicated to universal well-being and
societal welfare. Through the “Dharma Prachara Parishad
(HDPP), BR Naidu has further expanded initiatives such as
strengthening the Vedic schools under TTD’s purview,
honoring Vedic scholars, and distributing Bhagavad Gita
books to instill moral values among the youth.

Initiating Remarkable Changes

TTD Board Chairman BR Naidu has initiated remarkable
changes aimed at preserving the sanctity of the world-
renowned pilgrimage site of Tirumala and giving priority for
the needs of ordinary devotees. Drawing on his extensive
experience in the fields of media (as the head of TV5) and
social service, he views serving Lord Venkateswara as a
“blessing earned through past good deeds” and discharges
his duties selflessly. Previously, ordinary devotees often had
to wait in queues for hours—sometimes even an entire day—
for ‘Sarva Darshan’. Under BR Naidu’s leadership, the board
revamped the ‘Darshan’ system using Artificial Intelligence
(Al) and implemented state-of-the-art plans to ensure
devotees could complete their visit to the Lord within just
two hours. To prevent inconvenience caused to ordinary
devotees by VIP ‘Darshan’ schedules during the morning
hours, the timing for VIP visits was altered. A historic decision
was taken to conclude VIP ‘Darshans’ between 8:00 AM and
8:30 AM, thereby dedicating the remaining time exclusively
to ‘Sarva Darshan’ devotees. BR Naidu has placed great
emphasis on protecting Hindu Dharma and propagating
‘Sanatana Dharma’. In addition to constructing a temple
dedicated to Lord Venkateswara (Srivaru) in every state
capital, the aim is to build approximately 5,000 temples in
Dalit, Harijan, and fishing colonies across Andhra Pradesh.
Over 320 temples have already been successfully constructed
nationwide. Devotees’ confidence in the transparent
administration led by B.R. Naidu has grown significantly; a
testament to this is that TTD received record-breaking
donations amounting to ' 918 crore in just 11 months—the
highest figure in TTD’s history. These funds are being utilized
to i>->-mprove pilgrim amenities, enhance the quality of
‘Annaprasadam’ (sanctified food offerings), and upgrade
medical services. An allocation of ' 131 crore was made to
further strengthen the Sri Venkateswara Institute of Medical
Sciences (SVIMS) super-specialty hospital in Tirupati.
Measures were taken to address the shortage of medical
staff and ensure that the underprivileged receive corporate-
standard healthcare. Additionally, state-of-the-art
equipment was introduced at the ‘Kalyanakatta’ in Tirumala.
B.R. Naidu, who is dedicated solely to the service of the
Lord—transcending politics—has not only enhanced
transparency in Tirumala but also curbed online fraud by
establishing a cyber-crime lab. His efforts in establishing
Tirumala as a true spiritual hub, while leaving an indelible
mark on the hearts of devotees, are truly remarkable. A Highly
Popular Decision

Prioritizing ordinary devotees by reducing the ‘darshan’
(viewing) time to two hours stands out as one of the most
popular decisions taken by TTD Board Chairman B.R. Naidu.
Previously, ordinary devotees had to endure long waits of 20
to 30 hours in the Vaikuntham Queue Complexes and queue
lines. To alleviate these hardships, a facial-recognition-
based Al ‘darshan’ system (modeled after ‘Digi Yatra’) was
introduced in collaboration with leading global technology
firms like Google and TCS. This system effectively manages
devotee inflow and queue logistics, limiting the total
‘darshan’ time to just two to three hours. To allocate more
time to ordinary devotees, the Board drastically reduced
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o« Safeguarding Spiritual Grandeur

e Priority on Propagating Sanatana Dharma
® TTD as a Guiding Light for Propagating Hindu Dharma

® Free Darshan for Common Devotees Within Two Hours
® Changes to VIP Protocols

e A New Path Through the New Donor Policy

® Increased Devotee Confidence Through Naidu’s Policies
® Record-Breaking Donations to TTD

® Ongoing Temple Construction Across Various States

Funds by Trust

Sri Venkateswara Annaprasadam Trust: This trust,

which provides quality meals to pilgrims visiting
Tirumala, received the highest amount—
approximately Rs. 339 crore.
SRIVANI Trust: This trust received funds
amounting to Rs. 252 crore for the
construction of temples in rural areas.
Sri Balaji Arogya Varaprasadini Scheme:
This scheme, dedicated to providing
medical services to pilgrims and the
underprivileged, received Rs. 98 crore in

In the past, there were allegations
regarding the involvement of
middlemen in donations and
‘darshan’ quotas. Through the
‘Donor Management System’
introduced by the B.R. Naidu-led
board, donors were enabled to
apply for their ‘darshan’ quotas
directly and transparently online.
This impartial administration is the
primary reason for the surge in

ﬁ donations.

excessive ‘Break ‘darshan’ slots, various VIP privilege quotas, and
special quotas reserved for tourism departments. Time slots were
rescheduled to conclude ‘Protocol VIP ‘darshan’ early in the
morning, ensuring that the remaining time was dedicated to
ordinary devotees. The use of technology completely eliminated
the misuse of tokens and the menace of middlemen. Consequently,
an environment was created where even an ordinary devotee—
without any recommendation letters—can have ‘darshan’ of the
Lord quickly and easily, free from mental or physical strain.

Strict Measures Regarding Laddu Quality

In the wake of past controversies concerning Laddu adulteration,
the Board has implemented stringent regulations with the primary
objective of restoring the quality of the Lord’s ‘prasadam’ and the
purity of the ghee used. Highest standards have been prescribed
for the procurement of ghee used in Laddu preparation. Contract
eligibility criteria have been tightened to ensure that only qualified
dairies—capable of supplying high-quality, pure cow ghee without
any risk of adulteration—secure the contracts. Strict food safety
protocols have been enforced, requiring every ghee tanker arriving
at Tirumala to undergo advanced laboratory testing before use;
measures are in place to blacklist any supplier found to be
deviating from these standards. The Board clarified that despite
enhancing the quality of the Laddu, the prices of the Srivari Laddu
‘prasadam’ are not being raised; furthermore, existing concessions
for free-darshan pilgrims remain unchanged to ensure no
additional financial burden falls on ordinary devotees.

Historic Decisions under the Leadership of B.R. Naidu

As part of measures to preserve the spirituality and sanctity of
Tirumala, the Board approved a plan to transfer non-Hindu
employees working within TTD to other government departments
or offer them a Voluntary Retirement Scheme (VRS). A strict rule
prohibiting political speeches or statements on the Tirumala hills
was introduced. Regulations were amended to ensure strict legal
action is taken in the event of any violation of ‘Sanatana Dharma’
values. To ensure the security of the Srivari temple, the Board
approved the implementation of state-of-the-art anti-drone
technology to prevent drone activity over the hills. A dedicated
cybersecurity lab has been established to combat cyber fraud. An
allocation of ' 4.55 crore was made for the construction of additional
restrooms for the convenience of devotees in the ‘Sarva Darshan’
queue lines. Additionally, ' 4 crore was allocated to the Forest
Department with the goal of increasing greenery coverage in
Tirumala from 68% to 80% over the next three years. Regarding
financial assistance for ‘Dhupa-Deepa-Naivedyam’ (ritual
offerings) in rural areas, the amount is being raised from ' 5,000
to... Revolutionary spiritual initiatives—such as increasing the
qguota to 10,000 and constructing a permanent ‘Yagashala’ at
Alipiri—have been approved. Under the leadership of BR Naidu,
the board is continuously improving services by collecting digital
feedback online to establish a transparent system based on inputs
from devotees.

Propagation of Sanatana Dharma

The TTD governing council, led by B.R. Naidu, attaches paramount
importance to the protection of Hindu Dharma and the propagation
of Sanatana Dharma. To curb religious conversions and foster
spiritual consciousness in backward areas as well as Dalit,
Harijan, and fishing communities, the construction of approximately
5,000 ‘Srivari’ temples has been accelerated in partnership with
the Samarasata Seva Foundation; hundreds of these temples have
already been successfully completed across the country. Grand
temples—modeled after the Tirumala shrine—are being built in
major cities and state capitals across India to provide devotees
with the opportunity for ‘Darshan’ of the Lord. While temples in
cities like Jammu, Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Bhubaneswar, and
Chennai are already complete, land acquisition and construction
works are proceeding rapidly in other states. In a historic move to
prevent the closure of small temples in rural areas due to a lack of
funds, TTD has doubled the monthly financial assistance provided
through the SRIVANI Trust (covering ‘Dhupa-Deepa-Naivedyam’
expenses) from ' 5,000 to ' 10,000. Furthermore, the organization is
showcasing the glory of Sanatana Dharma globally by conducting
‘Srinivasa Kalyanam’ events on a grand scale—not only in the Telugu
states and major Indian cities but also in foreign countries such
as the USA, the UK, and Dubai. The Board has sanctioned funds for
the construction of a permanent ‘Yagashala’ at Alipiri—located at
the foothills of Tirumala—to continuously conduct ‘Homas’ and
‘Yagas’ for the welfare of the world. Under the leadership of BR
Naidu, the Board has also significantly expanded initiatives aimed
at fostering moral values among the youth through the Dharma
Prachara Parishad (HDPP), such as distributing the Bhagavad Gita
and conducting spiritual examinations.

Increased Devotee Trust... Record-Breaking Hundi Income

Devotees’ faith in Lord Srivaru has strengthened further due to the
transparent and devotee-friendly policies introduced by the TTD
governing body led by BR Naidu. As a testament to this trust,
Tirumala is witnessing record levels of donations and ‘Hundi’
(offering box) income. A new record was set in TTD’s history when
various trusts received donations totaling ' 96.98 crore in a single
day. Devotees responded enthusiastically ahead of the
implementation of the ‘New Donor Policy,” which prioritizes common
devotees and ensures transparency regarding donor facilities.
Thanks to the digital transparency measures implemented by the
BR Naidu-led Board, devotees are coming forward in large numbers
to make digital donations. Notably, this has resulted in over ' 579
crore of the total annual donations being deposited directly into
TTD accounts via online banking. The growing faith among
devotees is clearly evident in the form of offerings. TTD shattered
all-time records by garnering a record-breaking ' 140.28 crore in
Hundi income within a single month.

pilgrim donations.
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Strengthening Hospitals and Service
Organizations
The TTD governing body, led by B.R. Naidu,
took revolutionary decisions to strengthen
hospitals and service organizations—not
only to transform Tirupati into a
comprehensive medical hub but also to
provide corporate-level medical services
to the poor free of cost. TTD significantly
increased the funding provided to the Sri
Venkateswara Institute of Medical
Sciences (SVIMS) super-specialty
hospital, which is considered the lifeline
of the Rayalaseema region. The amount
previously provided—Rs. ... A historic
decision was taken to sanction an
additional annual grant of ' 71 crore, over
and above the existing financial
assistance of ' 60 crore. Currently, TTD
allocates an annual budget of ' 140 crore
for the development of SVIMS. State-of-
the-art diagnostic systems, costing ' 55
crore, have been introduced to provide
superior treatment to underprivileged
patients at the SVIMS hospital. BR Naidu
inaugurated high-end equipment,
including a Linear Accelerator for precise
radiation therapy for cancer patients, as
well as a PET-CT scanner and a gamma
camera. Advanced scanning machines
worth ' 22 crore were also introduced in
collaboration with IOCL. To ensure the
quality of medical services remains
uncompromised, the BR Naidu-led board
ordered the immediate filling of vacant
posts for doctors, nurses, and
paramedical staff at SVIMS. Additionally,
the construction of new hospital
buildings has been expedited. Complex
surgeries related to the heart, brain, and
kidneys are being provided entirely free
of cost to economically disadvantaged
patients. For instance, SVIMS doctors gave
a new lease of life to a daily-wage laborer
suffering from a life-threatening brain
infection by providing highly complex
treatment worth ' 18 lakh completely free
of charge under the ‘Srivari Pranadana’
scheme. The Board is fast-tracking the
construction of a state-of-the-art super-
specialty cardiac hospital for children in
Tirupati to make it available to devotees
and the public soon; this facility will
enable free heart surgeries for thousands
of underprivileged children. The quality
of services provided to pilgrims visiting
Tirumala has been enhanced through
infrastructure upgrades in key areas such
as the ‘Kalyanakatta’ (tonsuring center),
‘Annaprasadam’ centers, and ‘Srivari
Vaidya Seva’ (voluntary medical services).
Under the impartial supervision of B.R.
Naidu, TTD-affiliated hospitals are
evolving into premier centers that provide
free medical care to the poor, rivaling
corporate healthcare institutions.
New Donor Policy
Under the new unified donor policy
introduced by the TTD Trust Board led by
B.R. Naidu, key changes have been made
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to donation slabs and associated
privileges.

e New individual donors will no longer
receive ‘lifetime’ privileges; for new

donors, these privileges will be valid for
a period of 20 years only.

® For organizations and corporate entities,
the validity period has been reduced from
20 years to 15 years.

Changes to VIP Protocols

The primary objective behind modifying VIP protocol
and ‘Break Darshan’ timings at Tirumala is to
significantly reduce the waiting time for common
pilgrims. Here are the details of the rescheduled timings
and revolutionary changes implemented on a trial basis
by the TTD Board. To avoid confusion during VIP
darshans, specific time slots have been allocated for
different categories between 5:45 AM and 11:00 AM:
Protocol Dignitaries (VIPs): Darshan is arranged for high-
profile dignitaries at 5:45 AM.

Recommendation Letter (Referral) Category: 6:30 AM.
General Break: Starts at 6:45 AM.

SRIVANI Trust Devotees: 10:15 AM.

Donors and Other Donation Categories: 10:30 AM.
Retired TTD Employees: 11:00 AM.

Previously, VIP Break Darshans would cause the
movement of common pilgrim queues to stall during
the early morning hours. Now, by concluding VIP
protocol darshans early in the morning, common
pilgrims—who have waited in the queue complexes
overnight—are able to have a quick darshan of the Lord
early in the day. To curb the misuse of recommendation
letters, ‘protocol darshans’ have been restricted solely
to dignitaries visiting Tirumala in person. During
periods of heavy pilgrim influx—such as holidays,
festivals, and the ‘Peratasi’ month—the TTD Board takes
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immediate decisions to completely cancel all other
categories of VIP break darshans and recommendation
letters, prioritizing the safety and convenience of
ordinary pilgrims.

® These new regulations do not apply to existing donors;
they will continue to enjoy lifetime privileges as before.
e Based on the digital donor passbook issued to them,
donors can transparently book their quota online via
the official TTD portal at least 20 days prior to their visit
to Tirumala.

Construction of Temples in Various States

As part of the initiative to propagate Sanatana Dharma,
the TTD Trust Board (led by B.R. Naidu) and the Andhra
Pradesh government have undertaken a prestigious
project to construct Sri Vari temples across the country—
particularly in state capitals—in addition to those in
Andhra Pradesh. Below are the details and the list of
major Sri Vari temples currently under construction or
recently completed in various states outside Andhra
Pradesh.

Jammu & Kashmir (Jamnagar): Approximately Rs. This
magnificent temple, constructed over an area of 62
acres at a cost of ' 17.4 crore, was opened to devotees in
June 2023; daily rituals are currently being conducted
here on a regular basis.

Tamil Nadu (Chennai): The construction of the Sri Padmavati
Ammavari temple in Chennai has been completed, and
the consecration ceremony (Samprokshanam) has been
performed.

Other Metro Cities: Infrastructure expansion works are
underway at existing TTD sub-temples in New Delhi,
Bengaluru, Bhubaneswar, Kanyakumari, and Hyderabad
to accommodate the heavy influx of devotees.
Construction of the Srivari temple is progressing rapidly
on a 10-acre site in Navi Mumbai, Maharashtra, with an
estimated cost of ' 70 crore. In the Kamrup district of
Assam (specifically in Amirgog village), plans are set for
the first major replica temple in the Northeastern states,
spanning 10 acres; land allocation is complete, and
construction approval has been secured. TTD has
acquired a 10.11-acre plot in Mokama town, Bihar, on a
99-year lease and has taken possession of the land;
plans for the new temple are ready. Additionally, 19 acres
of land were donated in Chettipalayam (Coimbatore),
Tamil Nadu; the land registration process is complete,
and construction work is set to begin soon. The Sri Balaji
Devasthanam Trust has donated seven acres of land in
Kolikoppa village, Belagavi, Karnataka; the temple
design has been approved, and work is in the initial
stages. The Chhattisgarh government has allocated ten
acres of land in Raipur, and layout planning is currently
underway. TTD has initiated a massive project spanning
one hundred acres in Jharkhand; site inspections and
the process of obtaining preliminary approvals are in
progress. Renovation work is set to begin on the complex
in Rishikesh, Uttarakhand; an action plan has been
prepared to modernize the long-standing pilgrim
amenities center and the temple premises. A regional
temple is being constructed under TTD’s supervision in
Karimnagar, with construction work proceeding at a rapid
pace.

A New Era

The appointment of Sri Bollineni Rajagopal Naidu (BR
Naidu)—a figure who created waves in the media
industry and dedicated his life to the welfare of society—
as the Chairman of Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams
(TTD) is not merely an administrative role; it is an honor
that reflects the trust of millions of devotees of Lord
Srivaru. A new era has dawned on the Tirumala hills
since he took charge. Every decision he has taken—free
from controversy and focused solely on the well-being
of the ordinary devotee—has further enhanced the
sanctity of Tirumala. Rising above politics and seeking
salvation through service to the Lord of the Seven Hills,
the spiritual and social services he is rendering—
destined to be etched in TTD’s history—undoubtedly serve
as an exemplary model for future generations. There is
no doubt that under the leadership of B.R. Naidu, who
has earned a special place in the hearts of devotees,
the holy shrine of Tirumala is radiating with even greater
spiritual brilliance.
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® Challenging Dravidian ideology with
secular social justice

M ® Rejecting extreme atheism and

d embracing spirituality

amn ® Vijay looks to MGR as a role model
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in this regard
® 88% of Tamils are believers
® DMK had strongly opposed Hinduism
® Vijay emerges as a beacon of hope
for the youth
® Equality of all religions is Vijay’s strength
i ® DMK on the defensive
® Old AIADMK cadre shifting towards TVK
® Undermining the BJP’s ‘Sanatana
Dharma’ narrative through a
spiritual stance

Vijay II‘aIISiIlI‘IIIS Talllll Nadu politics

Hyderabad ,
NetiDhathri :
Shattering the
bipolar dominance
of the DMK and
AIADMK that had
persisted in Tamil
Nadu politics for six
decades, Chief
Minister C. Joseph
Vijay (Thalapathy
Vijay) ushered in a
new revolution
with his ‘Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam’
(TVK) party. Having founded the party in 2024 and
achieved a historic victory in the 2026 Assembly
elections, Vijay assumed office as Chief Minister
on May 10, 2026. The ‘Neo-Dravidianism’ and
‘Secular Social Justice’ ideologies he introduced—
replacing traditional Dravidian politics—have
radically transformed the landscape of Tamil
politics. Indeed, it is evident that Vijay’s choice
of a fresh path—distinct from the atheistic stance
of traditional Dravidian parties—has deeply
resonated with the Tamil people. Instead of
adopting Periyar’s atheistic views, Vijay
embraced the principle proposed by C.N.
Annadurai: “one humanity, one God.” This
approach allowed him to appeal to spiritually
inclined voters while simultaneously upholding
Dravidian roots. While the people of Tamil Nadu
enjoyed the benefits of welfare and reservations
brought about by Dravidianism, they did not
endorse the atheistic stance of those parties; this
is because the people possess an immense sense
of faith and devotion—sentiments that transcend
caste and religion. Vijay’s pro-spirituality stance
appealed to the Tamil public. He created a fresh
political alternative by declaring the BJP his
“ideological adversary” (due to its divisive
politics) and the ruling DMK his “political rival”
(citing dynastic rule and corruption allegations).
He shattered the bipolar dominance of the DMK
and AIADMK—which had ruled Tamil politics for
six decades based on the ‘Dravidian model’
characterized by staunch atheism, single-party
hegemony, an aversion to alliances,
unconventional campaigning, massive
expenditure, and a focus solely on Tamil-centric
issues—by ushering in a new revolution with his
party, ‘Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam’ (TVK). The
principles of “Neo-Dravidianism” and “Secular
Social Justice” that he introduced to replace
traditional Dravidian politics fundamentally
transformed the political landscape of Tamil Nadu.
This approach enabled him to appeal to voters
with spiritual inclinations while simultaneously
upholding Dravidian roots. Although the people
of Tamil Nadu enjoyed the benefits of welfare
and reservations brought about by Dravidian
politics, they did not endorse the atheistic stance
of those parties, as the people hold deep-seated
faith and devotion towards God. This movement
transcends caste and religion; the Tamil people
have appreciated Vijay’s spiritually inclined
stance. He has created a fresh political alternative
by declaring the BJP his “ideological adversary”
(due to its divisive politics) and the ruling DMK
his “political rival” (citing dynastic rule and
corruption allegations). He has completely
transformed the traditional campaign style—
moving away from the rigid atheism, single-party
dominance, and isolationist alliance strategies
that long defined the “Dravidian model” of
politics—to embrace secular social justice and the
goal of an egalitarian society. His approach
incorporates coalition politics (partnering with
the INC, VCK, and IUML), digital war rooms, and
“virtual warriors” to connect with Gen-Z; instead
of relying on the conventional district secretary
system, he has mobilized his vast network of fan
clubsinto a disciplined digital army. Furthermore,
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he reaches young voters directly through Artificial
Intelligence and algorithm-driven social media
networks. Vijay has emerged as a voice for the
youth—a generation frustrated by the lack of
employment opportunities and corruption in
government offices, and eager for a new kind of
political leadership. A bilingual policy was
adopted, with Tamil as the mother tongue and
English as the link language. Vijay overcame
criticisms that traditional Dravidian parties were
confined to specific social groups. Applying the
ideals of Periyar and B.R. Ambedkar in a fresh
context, he allocated key ministerial portfolios
to eight Dalit leaders alongside Brahmins in his
cabinet. Through this, he successfully conveyed
the message of establishing an egalitarian society
and ensuring equal importance for all. Since 1967,
Tamil Nadu had a tradition of Dravidian parties
forming governments with an absolute majority
on their own; however, Vijay ushered in an era
of coalition politics in the state by forming the
‘Secular Social Justice Victory Alliance’ (SSJVA).
The novel political ideology introduced by Chief
Minister Vijay—balancing Tamil nationalism with
welfare-oriented social justice—has written a
new chapter in the political history of Tamil Nadu.
Divergence from Periyar’s Hardline Stance
While respecting the ideologies of Periyar E.V.
Ramasamy—the patriarch of the Dravidian
movement—Chief Minister Vijay clearly differed
from some of his extreme and uncompromising
approaches. Periyar vehemently opposed Hindu
religious practices and the very concept of God;
he campaigned aggressively, arguing that the
notion of the divine had to be completely
abandoned to eradicate social superstitions and
caste discrimination. Vijay completely rejected
this hardline atheism associated with Periyar. “We
accept Periyar’s principles of social justice, but
not his atheism,” Vijay clarified. While affirming
a strong beliefin God and respecting the personal
faith of individuals, he adopted a philosophy of
secular social justice that keeps religion separate
from politics. Periyar had staged aggressive
protests vehemently denouncing Hindu
scriptures, Puranas, and idol worship—actions
that often hurt the sentiments of ordinary
believers. Vijay did not endorse any stance that
insulted religions or religious beliefs. In his brand
of ‘Neo-Dravidian’ politics, he chose a balanced
path that sought to unite people from all sections
of society—fighting for equality while
simultaneously respecting the religious
sentiments of the public. Periyar held a strong
belief in the Dravidian identity; at one stage, he
even leveled harsh criticisms against the Tamil
language and literature, viewing them as symbols
of traditionalism. Vijay has declared Dravidian
ideology and Tamil nationalism to be his “two
eyes.” Moving beyond a mere Dravidian label, he
has modernized the Dravidian ideology by placing
the utmost importance on Tamil cultural and
linguistic identity. In short, Vijay has embraced
the social reform agenda championed by
Periyar—specifically social justice, women’s
empower ment, and the eradication of caste.
However, he has diverged from Periyar’s rigid
ideological stances—such as atheism and anti-
religious sentiment, which can lead to societal
division—and has instead pioneered an inclusive
political approach that accommodates faith in the
divine.

A Place of Prominence for Kamaraj Nadar

K. Kamaraj (Kamaraj Nadar)—the Congress
stalwart and former Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu—is one of the key ideological guiding
figures chosen by Vijay for his party, the
Tamizhaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK). Believing that
Kamaraj had not received the recognition he
deserved in the annals of Dravidian party history
over the decades, Vijay accorded him a place of
prominence within his own ‘Neo-Dravidian’
ideology. Kamaraj laid the foundation for an

e Targeting DMK’s dynastic rule and TASMAC-related corruption

educational revolution in Tamil Nadu by
establishing schools in every village and
introducing the mid-day meal scheme to alleviate
the hunger of underprivileged students. Vijay has
prioritized education as a fundamental right in
his governance agenda. In line with Kamaraj’s
vision, he has focused specifically on
strengthening government schools and
expanding schemes that provide nutritious food
to students. Despite wielding immense political
power—and being recognized as a ‘kingmaker’
in Indian politics—Kamaraj led a remarkably
simple and unpretentious life, upholding values
of absolute probity throughout. In his political
speeches, Vijay has cited Kamaraj’s corruption-
free administration as a model to emulate. Vijay
has pledged to offer clean, transparent, and
accessible politics, contrasting sharply with the
culture of opulence associated with leaders of
traditional Dravidian parties. Kamaraj built a
welfare state dedicated to the upliftment of
society’s backward sections—including OBCs and
other marginalized groups. Vijay has adopted
Kamaraj’s inclusive welfare philosophy, alongside
Periyar’s vision of social justice, as the core
agenda of his party. He is championing Kamaraj’s
ideology of providing equal opportunities to all
based on poverty and merit, rather than religion
or caste. During his tenure as Chief Minister,
Kamaraj steered Tamil Nadu onto a path of
progress by constructing numerous reservoirs,
large dams, and industrial corridors; similarly,
Vijay aims to develop infrastructure that
prioritizes environmental conservation and foster
industrial growth that creates employment
opportunities for local youth.

The Influence of MGR

In his Dravidian political journey, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister C. Joseph Vijay has set aside the
traditional atheist Dravidian model and
strategically emulated the religious and
ideological approaches of the immensely popular
M.G. Ramachandran (MGR). The pragmatic
secularism adopted by MGR—which helped
garner support from the theists (believers in God)
who constitute over 88% of Tamil Nadu’s
electorate—has significantly influenced Vijay’s
‘Neo-Dravidian’ ideology. Unlike the staunch
rationalism and atheism prevalent in the DMK,
MGR did not shun devotion to the divine when
he founded the AIADMK; he was personally a
devotee of Goddess Mookambika (Kollur). Even
after becoming Chief Minister, he frequently
visited the Kollur Mookambika temple and
famously gifted a golden sword to the deity.
Despite his deep personal devotion, he respected
the religious beliefs of the common people.
While announcing the ideology of his TVK party,
Vijay clarified that while they would fully uphold
the principles of social justice and women’s
empowerment championed by Periyar, they were
completely setting aside his atheism. By declaring
“We believe in God,” Vijay has directly followed
in MGR'’s footsteps. MGR kept religion separate
from politics but respected the existence of
various faiths; by equally embracing festivals of
all religions, he stood as a symbol of communal
harmony in society. Vijay has adopted a strategy
that treats religion as a unifying force rather than
a divisive one in his political approach; he
personally participates in Christmas celebrations
and shares messages from the Bible, while also
officially extending greetings to the public for
festivals like Krishnashtami and Diwali. This
multi-faith approach is reminiscent of MGR’s vote-
bank model. At a time when leaders of the
Dravidian movement were fiercely criticizing
Hindu temples and idols, MGR moderated that
stance and improved temple administration to
ensure that ordinary rural Hindu voters—
especially women—did not drift away from the
party. Amidst recent comments by DMK leaders
that sparked discontent among Hindu voters,

Vijay has been careful to ensure that Hindu
sentiments remain unhurt through his own brand
of Dravidian ideology. By believing in God while
simultaneously following Periyar, he preserved
the Dravidian identity and upheld the faith of
the majority. When atheist Dravidian factions
criticized MGR as a “traditionalist,” he
demonstrated that alleviating people’s
hunger—through welfare—was true spirituality.
Whenever opposition parties attacked Vijay
regarding his religious and secular stances, he
proclaimed that humanity and social equality
were his religion. Citing the teachings of Jesus
or the principles of the *Thirukkural*, he
emphasized that religion should serve as the
foundation for moral values. In conclusion, just
as MGR infused Dravidian politics with a spiritual
dimension to rule as an unchallenged Chief
Minister for a decade, Vijay has modernized this
very strategy to achieve a historic victory in 2026.
Countering DMK’s Atheism

Vijay formulated the ideology of his party,
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK), based on
Dravidian principles. However, he strongly
opposed the extreme atheism practiced by the
DMK and anti-Hindu rhetoric, such as calls for
the “eradication of Sanatana Dharma.” While
embracing Periyar’s ideals of caste eradication
and social equality, he rejected his atheism. He
reassured the majority Hindu electorate by
declaring, “We believe in God and respect the
identity and faith of the people.” There was a
prevailing criticism in Tamil Nadu that DMK
leaders would extend greetings for Muslim and
Christian festivals while ignoring Hindu festivals
like Diwali and Krishnashtami. Taking note of this,
Vijay demonstrated respect for Hindu culture
by personally issuing official greetings for
Krishnashtami and Diwali celebrations. At the
same time, by participating in Ramadan and
Christmas celebrations and adopting an MGR-
style strategy of treating all religions equally,
he shattered the DMK’s brand of ‘selective
secularism.’ Thus, while implementing massive
welfare schemes in education and healthcare
(such as the ‘Vetri Laptop Scheme’ and the
expansion of the mid-day meal program), he
also curbed the misappropriation of temple
funds; in doing so, he successfully channeled the
Hindu community’s dissatisfaction with the DMK
toward himself.

DMK on the Defensive

Through his current strategies, Chief Minister C.
Joseph Vijay has managed to push the DMK onto
the defensive. While declaring the DMK his
primary political adversary in his speeches, Vijay
is simultaneously filling the void left by the
weakened AIADMK. Campaigning in the current
by-elections (Dharapuram and Maduranthakam),
he alleged that the current AIADMK leadership
has abandoned the ideals of MGR and
Jayalalithaa and colluded with the DMK.
Consequently, anti-DMK votes and the
traditional AIADMK cadre are shifting
significantly toward Vijay. Both in the Assembly
and at public meetings, Vijay is directly targeting
the DMK'’s dynastic politics and the corruption
surrounding TASMAC. It has become a major
setback for the DMK that Vijay has exposed their
tendency to exploit the age-old sentiment of
the “struggle for state rights” (federalism) to
mask their corruption. Through inclusive welfare
schemes—such as a monthly allowance of 12,500
for women, a ' 4,000 stipend for unemployed
graduates, and free gas cylinders—they are
demonstrating that they offer a superior
alternative to the DMK’s ‘Dravidian Model.’
Political analysts predict that the political
landscape in Tamil Nadu will be defined by a
rivalry between Vijay and Udhayanidhi Stalin for
the next 30 years. Given the DMK’s robust
organizational structure, Vijay can only keep the
party permanently in check if he delivers
effective governance—addressing issues like
the financial crisis and state debt—rather than
relying solely on his personal charisma.
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