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Neti Dhathri, Hyderabadl:

The life of Danasari Anasuya (Seethakka)—Telangana’s
Minister for Panchayat Raj, Rural Development, and
Women & Child Welfare—is a story of extraordinary
struggle. Her journey—rising from a revolutionary who
took to the forests to becoming a voice for the people in
the legislature and eventually a State Minister—serves
as an inspiration to many. Although drawn to
revolutionary politics at a young age, Seethakka never
neglected her education. She pursued law with
determination, practiced as a lawyer, and provided free
legal aid to the poor. She received her PhD in Political
Science from Osmania University in 2022 for her
research on “Tribal Migration in Telangana: Socio-
Economic Concerns (A Multi-Stakeholder Perspective).”
Seethakka is best known for her selfless social service;
she remains constantly active at the grassroots level to
address public issues. During the COVID-19 pandemic,
despite the lack of transport facilities, she reached
remote tribal hamlets and Chenchu settlements in the
Mulugu constituency by trekking through forests and
crossing streams, carrying sacks of rice and essential
commodities on her shoulders to feed thousands of poor
families. This service earned her nationwide acclaim.
She has consistently campaigned on issues regarding
Podu lands, the preservation of Adivasi culture, and the
implementation of the Forest Rights Act. She joined the
Naxalite (Janashakti) movement in the 1980s but later
returned to the mainstream in 1997 under the
government’s surrender policy. Subsequently, she entered
politics with the aim of serving the public through
democratic means. She contested from the Mulugu
constituency for the first time in 2004 but was
unsuccessful. However, she contested the 2009
Assembly elections as a TDP candidate from the Mulugu
constituency and achieved a resounding victory,
becoming an MLA for the first time. In 2017, she joined
the Congress party alongside Revanth Reddy. She served
at the national level as the General Secretary of the All
India Mahila Congress (AIMC). She won the Mulugu MLA
seat representing the Congress party in the 2018
elections. Subsequently, in the 2023 Telangana Assembly
elections, she secured a hat-trick victory from Mulugu
with a massive majority and assumed office as a
minister in Chief Minister Revanth Reddy’s cabinet. The
journey of Seethakka—who transitioned from wielding
a gun in the forest to holding a pen and earning a
doctorate, eventually rising to become a public
representative in the legislature—is a remarkable saga
of sensational events and daring exploits.

The occasion when Minister Dhanasari Anasuya
(Seethakka) received her PhD in Political Science from
Osmania University (OU) in October 2022 created a
sensation across the country. Her journey—from once
taking to the forest paths to becoming a lawyer and an
MLA, and finally earning a doctorate—is marked by
several significant milestones. Seethakka chose a
research topic rooted in the real-world issues faced by
the tribal communities she constantly interacts with,
rather than focusing solely on abstract theory. Her
research was titled “Social Exclusion and Deprivation
of Migrant Tribals of the Erstwhile Andhra Pradesh State
— A Case Study of Gotti Koya Tribes in Warangal and
Khammam Districts.” She began this study in 2012 and
completed it in 2022, focusing on the social
backwardness and hardships faced by the ‘Gotti Koya’
tribal communities who had migrated from border areas
like Chhattisgarh to the forest regions of the undivided
Warangal and Khammam districts. She successfully
completed this research under the supervision
(guidance) of Professor T. Tirupati Rao, the former Vice-
Chancellor of Osmania University. On this occasion,
she expressed special thanks to the Head of the Political
Science Department, Professor Musalayya, as well as
Professor Ashok Naidu and Professor Chandu Naik, for
their cooperation. A post shared by Seethakka on X
(Twitter) to celebrate receiving her doctorate greatly
captivated netizens. “I never imagined in my childhood
that | would become a Naxalite. While | was a Naxalite,
| didn’t foresee becoming a lawyer. As a lawyer, | didn’t
think I would become an MLA. And as an MLA, | certainly
never thought | would pursue a PhD. Now, you can call
me Dr. Anasuya Seethakka, PhD in Political Science.
Serving the people and acquiring knowledge are habits
of mine; | will not stop doing this until my last breath.”
Seethakka has a history of narrowly escaping police
gunfire in the Nallabelli Mandal of Warangal district
in April 1996, back when she was a Naxalite commander.
Yet, twenty-six years later—in the same month of
October—a photograph of Seethakka holding her
doctorate degree, smiling alongside four police officers
outside the Osmania University campus, stood as a
symbol of a remarkable, positive transformation.
Seethakka did not stop her education even after
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' v - Her life’s Journey IS an inspiration to many.

® She did not neglect her education despite being involved in politics. crds  and  housing

te Ninister:

and Bhupalpally regions, she shared key details
regarding the issuance of new ration cards and the
priority given to women. Minister Seethakka announced
that the government has sanctioned 15 lakh new ration
cards to ensure food security for eligible poor families
across the state. Under the new smart ration card scheme,
women are recognized as the heads of their families,
and the cards are being issued in their names; this grants
women distinct recognition and respect within every
family. She further stated that, in addition to ration cards,
the ‘Indiramma houses’ constructed by the government
are also being sanctioned in the names of women. This
initiative grants women property rights and enhances
their economic security within society. Minister
Seethakka reiterated that the primary resolve of this
people’s government is to ensure that welfare schemes
reach every eligible poor family, free from politics or
any form of bias. She explained that her government’s
ultimate goal is to economically empower
approximately one crore women through Women Self-
Help Groups (DWCRA groups) and transform them into
individuals with significant wealth—turning them into
‘lakhpatis’ or ‘crorepatis’.

There is widespread appreciation across the state for
the move to prioritize women in the allocation of ration

sanctions, thereby giving

d e
completing her PhD. Despite her
hectic schedule as a state cabinet
minister, she demonstrated her
enduring thirst for learning by
personally appearing for the PG
Law CET entrance exam in May
2026 to pursue an LLM course in
Constitutional Law at Osmania
University.

National-level awards during

the COVID period

During the challenging times of the
COVID-19 lockdown, Minister
Seethakka risked her own life... Her
selfless service activities, carried
out by traversing remote forests,
hills, and valleys, have earned her
remarkable recognition and
awards at both national and state
levels. Details of the major honors
she received in recognition of her
public service are as follows:
During the COVID-19 pandemic,
visuals of her carrying sacks of rice
on her shoulders and wading
through knee-deep streams to reach
tribal beneficiaries went viral on
social media nationwide.
Prominent actor and “Real Hero”
Sonu Sood, along with various
central leaders and netizens across
the country, hailed Seethakka as a
“true people’s leader” on social
media platforms. The Srinivasa
Ramanujan Foundation announ
ced this award in recognition of
Minister Seethakka’s tireless
efforts in public life—specifically
in rural development, service
during the COVID-19 crisis, and the
welfare of women and children.
Minister Seethakka received this
prestigious ‘Best Service Award’
from former Vice President of India
Muppavarapu Venkaiah Naidu at
a grand conference held at
Shilpakala Vedika in Hyderabad.
The Eshwari Bai Memorial Trust
unanimously selected her for this
honor in recognition of her
struggles for the rights of society—
particularly Dalit, tribal, and
backward communities—both
before becoming a minister (during
the COVID-19 crisis) and after
assuming office. Telangana
Assembly Speaker Gaddam Prasad
Kumar. She received the Eswari Bai
Memorial Award from former
Minister J. Geetha Reddy. National
media outlets such as The Hindu,
NDTV, and BBC India praised her
spirit of service—demonstrated
when she transported essential
supplies via lorries to remote
Chenchu and Gothi Koya settlem
ents in the Dandakaranya region
(areas inaccessible to the govern
ment or local admini stration) and
distributed them on foot. It was her
actions during these critical
times—setting aside official
positions and protocols to work
like an ordinary activist—that
established her as an inspiring
leader at the national level.
Seethakka’s Distinct Role in the
Congress Government

Inthe ‘people’s government’ led by
Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy in
Telangana, Minister Dhanasari
Anasuya (Seethakka) has carved a
unique niche for herself as a
pivotal and popular leader. Key
aspects highlighting her
prominence in the Congress cabinet
and the mark she has left on the
administration are as follows:
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
entrusted her with five crucial
portfolios that serve as the
backbone for rural and women’s
advancement. These include
departments that command a
significant share of the state budget

® Prioritizes selfless social service.
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_® Obtained a law degree. ® Earned a PhD in 2022.

true meaning to women’s
empowerment.

® Does not limit herself to
the Secretariat in her
role as a Minister.

® Rendered remarkable
service during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

® Received national recog
' nition for her service.

in Revanth’s team.

and maintin constantpublic o HOIdS the third pOSition

engagement: Panchayat Raj, Rural
Development, Rural Water Supply

in the Cabinet.

(RWS - Mission Bhagiratha), Women

and child welfare, and Tribal ® CONstantly strives for

Welfare. Seethakka is a highly

trusted associate of Chief Minister Women's empowe rment.

Revanth Reddy. She ranks among the ‘top three’
leaders in the cabinet—following CM Revanth
Reddy and Deputy CM Bhatti Vikramarka—in
terms of prominence. Both the party high
command and the Chief Minister place great
value on Seethakka’s opinion, particularly
when the Chief Minister travels abroad or when
critical decisions need to be made.

Indira Mahila Shakti

Empowering ten million women: “Indira Mahila
Shakti” is the prestigious project she has
undertaken in her capacity as the Minister for
Women and Child Welfare. The objective is to
transform DWCRA women into entrepreneurs.
Through this initiative, not only have
substantial bank linkage loans been provided
to women’s groups, but ‘Mabhila Shakti Canteens’
have also been established at RTC bus stands
and government offices across the state. By
assigning tasks such as managing solar power
plants and stitching school uniforms to these
women'’s groups, new avenues for their financial
security have been created. Despite holding the
position of Minister, Seethakka has not changed
her characteristic style; rather than confining
herself to air-conditioned rooms at the
Secretariat, she is constantly engaged in field
visits. Whether in Mulugu, Bhupalpally, or
anywhere else in the state, she remains easily
accessible, allowing ordinary citizens to
approach her directly and share their
grievances. This is why she is known in the
Congress government as the “Child of the
Forest” and the “People’s Minister.” She has
devised concrete plans for village development
by effectively utilizing funds from the Rural
Development Department—specifically the
MGNREGS and Panchayat Raj allocations. She
has demonstrated her administrative acumen
by allocating special funds for infrastructure
in tribal hamlets (tandas) that were upgraded
to Gram Panchayats and by conducting
proactive reviews to address summer drinking
water issues. Within the Congress government,
Seethakka stands out not merely as a minister,
but as a beacon of hope for the poor, women,
and tribal communities, and as a symbol of the
government’s success that resonates deeply
with the public.

Unwavering Commitment to Public Welfare
Minister Danasari Anasuya (Seethakka) has
earned recognition as an exemplary public
leader through her tireless efforts for the
welfare of the people. Her recent positive
decisions and public service initiatives,
undertaken while remaining closely connected
with the public, are outlined below. Minister
Seethakka directed officials to ensure that
eligible beneficiaries across the state—
particularly single women and widows—
receive new social security pensions before the
Dussehra festival. She emphasized the need to
expedite the field-level verification process,
instructing that additional staff be deployed if
necessary to complete the task by October. She
reaffirmed her government’s commitment to the
welfare of the poor. She announced the
sanctioning of 15 lakh new ration cards across
the state, aimed at economically and socially
empowering women. She noted that, alongside
these new ration cards, ‘Indiramma’ houses are
being allotted in the names of women, thereby
providing them with financial security and
recognition within both the family and society.
Furthermore, Minister Seethakka instructed
officials to prepare advance plans and

measures immediately to prevent
drinking water shortages in rural areas
during the upcoming summer season.
While participating in a regional review
meeting at the Ranga Reddy District
Collectorate, she advised the Rural
Water Supply (RWS) department to
remain vigilant and ensure that the
public faces no inconvenience. Minister
Seethakka personally inaugurated the
‘Pink Power Run 3.0’ event. On this
occasion, she emphasized the need to
raise awareness about breast cancer
among women and urged everyone to
adopt a healthy lifestyle. During a visit
to Hanumakonda, upon learning that a
young girl named Rishitha—who was
suffering from a rare illness—wished to
meet her, Minister Seethakka personally
visited the girl's home to console her. She
inquired about the child’s health
condition and offered words of
encouragement. Demonstrating her
compassionate nature, she assured the
family that she would facilitate access
to better medical treatment and pledged
the government’s continued support.
Pension Distribution Before Dasara
Telangana Minister for Rural
Development and Women & Child
Welfare, Danasari Anasuya (Seethakka),
issued key directives to officials to
commence the distribution of new
pensions to all eligible poor individuals
starting in October, as a Dasara gift. The
government is making arrangements to
provide this pension support to
approximately 2.5 to 3 lakh new
beneficiaries, ensuring they receive the
benefit during the festive season. Clear
instructions were issued to SERP CEO
Divya Devarajan to expedite the field-
level verification process for new
pension applications. It was emphasized
that there should be no delays in the
verification process and that, if
necessary, additional temporary staff
should be engaged to complete the work
quickly. Special attention is to be paid
to applications from vulnerable
groups—such as destitute women,
widows, and persons with disabilities—
as well as handloom weavers, toddy
tappers, and individuals suffering from
rare diseases like Thalassemia and
Sickle Cell anemia. Officials were
directed to ensure the utmost
transparency in the scrutiny process,
reiterating that the government’s goal is
to ensure no eligible poor person is
denied justice. Beneficiaries across the
state have welcomed this proactive
decision taken by Minister Seethakka,
which aims to bring happiness to the
faces of the poor during the Dasara
festival.

Women’s Empowerment— Ration Cards
Dhanasari Anasuya (Seethakka), the
State Minister for Panchayat Raj, Rural
Development, and Women & Child
Welfare, emphasized that the
government accords high priority to the
economic self-reliance, social security,
and empowerment of women in
Telangana society. While participating
in official programs in the Warangal

Proactive planning to tackle summer
drinking water scarcity

Telangana Minister for Panchayat Raj,
Rural Development, and Rural Water
Supply, Danasari Anasuya (Seethakka),
directed officials to initiate proactive
strategies immediately to prevent
drinking water shortages in rural areas
and to mitigate the risks posed by the El
Nifio effect in the coming summer. She
announced a comprehensive action
plan to address water scarcity during a
high-level regional review meeting held
at the Ranga Reddy District Collectorate
in Hyderabad. She ordered the formation
of special three-member drinking water
management committees in every
mandal. These committees will
continuously assess water availability
at the ground level and identify
alternative water sources. She
emphasized the need for special
monitoring of remote villages, tribal
areas, and Chenchu settlements, and
clearly instructed officials to prepare
alternative arrangements in advance to
ensure there is no disruption to the
water supply. Plans have been
formulated to extend water availability
from 54 to 75 days by efficiently utilizing
current water reserves at the Singur
project and coordinating local
resources. A special officer has been
appointed for the Singur project to curb
water wastage. Orders have been issued
requiring officials to respond
immediately and complete repairs
without delay in the event of pipeline
leaks or motor malfunctions.
Instructions were given to inspect water
facilities not only in residential areas
but also in government schools,
Anganwadi centers, and other
government institutions, ensuring the
provision of clean and safe drinking
water to the public. In light of the
rainfall deficit, ' 6,000 crore in available
funds under the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS) will be utilized to
replenish groundwater levels; priority
is being given to constructing soak pits
in every household and communal
ponds or tanks in every village. These
proactive reviews and field-level action
plans initiated by Minister Seethakka—
ahead of the peak summer heat—are
bringing significant relief to the rural
population.

‘Pink Power Run 3.0’ Launched to Raise
Cancer Awareness

Telangana Minister for Panchayat Raj,
Rural Development, and Women & Child
Welfare, Danasari Anasuya (Seethakka),
inaugurated the ‘Pink Power Run 3.0'—
a mega event aimed at raising
awareness about women’s health and
the early detection of breast cancer—in
a grand ceremony held at the HMDA
Grounds on Necklace Road, along the
banks of Hussain Sagar in Hyderabad.
Over 35,000 city residents turned out
for this prestigious awareness run,
which was jointly organized by the
Sudha Reddy Foundation and Megha
Engineering & Infrastructures Limited.
Minister Seethakka delivered a message
urging every woman to be vigilant about
her health, emphasizing the critical
need for early screening to detect
diseases like breast cancer at an initial
stage. She personally met and
congratulated the thousands of young
men and women who participated in the
run. She commended the city of
Hyderabad for uniting so wholehea
rtedly for a noble social cause. As
runners clad in pink attire took to the
course to raise awareness, the banks of
Hussain Sagar resembled a sea of pink.
Minister Seethakka, along with
Telangana DGP CV Anand, US Consul
General Laura Williams, Sudha Reddy
(SR Foundation), and MEIL MD PV
Krishna Reddy, participated in the event
and flagged off the run across its
various categories. The run featured 3K,
5K, 10K, and 21K (half-marathon)
categories, with a notable prize pool of
175 lakh for the winners. Minister
Seethakka’s initiative and message—
highlighting the importance of women’s
health, fitness, and cancer screening—
deeply inspired the public.
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CHANGE OF NAME

Marapally Avani sri
D/o Chandramouli
H.No.19-143
Bhupalpally Muncipality
24 ward

Karal Marks Colony
Telangana Pincode
506169

Have Changed My
name As

Marapelly Avani sri
D/o Chandramouli
With Immediate Effect
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