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NetiDhathri ,Hyderabad :

It is true that the massive
protest planned by the
‘Cockroach Janata Party’ in
New Delhi for October 10th
generated intense
nationwide anticipation.
However, drawing from past
experiences, the Centre
remained vigilant and strictly
implemented a counter-
strategy, effectively gaining
the wupper hand. Delhi’s
borders and central areas
were transformed into a
fortress, guarded by over
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43,000 police and paramilitary personnel. Barbed wire
fences were erected on the roads. Despite the
‘Cockroach Party’ cadres declaring their resolve to protest
peacefully regardless of arrests, the initiative does not
appear to have achieved significant success. Notably, a
counter-rally was held at Janpath by another group under
the banner of ‘Lal Hit Janata Party’ in opposition to
these protests! Meanwhile, reports and videos claiming
that thousands of people were flocking to Jantar Mantar
with saffron flags went viral on social media. It later
turned out that these reports were fake. Bajrang Dal
officially announced that it was neither mobilizing
cadres to oppose the protest nor gathering at Jantar
Mantar. The organization clarified via Twitter (X) that
some individuals were deliberately spreading
misinformation. The videos circulating on social media,
which appear to show rallies with saffron flags, are not
recent; they are old clips—depicting events such as
West Bengal election victory celebrations, Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj’s coronation anniversary (at Raigad Fort),
and past bike rallies—that were misrepresented and
circulated as current footage. Strict restrictions under
Section 163 of the BNS (formerly Section 144 of the CrPC)
are currently in force at Jantar Mantar and surrounding
areas in Central Delhi. Police have not granted
permission for any protests or large gatherings. Over
43,000 personnel from the Delhi Police and paramilitary
forces (CAPF) have taken full control of the Jantar Mantar
Road and Janpath areas, erecting extensive barricades
and concertina wire fencing. Anyone attempting to stage
a protest is being immediately detained.

Core Demand and Background of the Protest

Alleging irregularities in the revision of voter lists—
specifically the removal of names of lakhs of voters—
the ‘Cockroach Janata Party’ is demanding the
immediate resignation of Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar and calling for electoral reforms. The
party was launched in May 2026 by a young man named
Abhijit Deepke as a satirical social media campaign,
initially in response to certain remarks made by the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court regarding
unemployed youth. It gradually evolved into a major
movement with the support of youth and students across
the country. Protests organized by the group last July
had previously forced the then Education Minister to
resign.

Widespread Arrests

Delhi Police detained the party’s founder, Abhijit
Deepke, along with representatives Sourav Das and
Ashutosh Ramka, immediately after they arrived at
Delhi airport on a flight from Mumbai. Police have also
detained over 500 protesters across various parts of
Delhi as they were making their way to Jantar Mantar to
stage a protest. Party sources state that approximately
10,000 activists traveling to Delhi from various states
across the country have been taken into preventive
custody. The Delhi Police denied permission for the
demonstration, citing a failure to comply with the rule
requiring applications for protests at Jantar Mantar to
be submitted at least 10 days in advance. Currently,
Section 163 of the BNS (formerly Section 144) is in force
in Delhi for security reasons. To prevent protesters from
reaching the city, the Railways temporarily cancelled
over 250 mail and express trains scheduled to arrive at
the New Delhi and Hazrat Nizamuddin railway stations.
Police ordered the closure of entry and exit gates at
more than 45 to 50 major metro stations across Delhi.
Mobile internet services were suspended from Friday
night until Saturday night within a 4-kilometer radius
of the protest site in Central Delhi. Responding to the
complete closure of metro stations and train services,
the Supreme Court remarked, “Do not use a
sledgehammer to kill a fly,” and clarified that metro
stations should not be completely shut down, urging
that some services remain operational to avoid
inconveniencing the public.

Kejriwal’s Outrage

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) National Convener Arvind
Kejriwal is set to directly participate in these protests.
He reacted strongly to the arrests of CJP (Cockroach
Janata Party) leaders. Kejriwal officially announced on
Friday that he would personally participate, along with
his family, in the protest demonstration scheduled at
Jantar Mantar on Saturday (October 10). He called upon
the youth to participate in large numbers to safeguard

democracy in the country. Following his announcement
to join the protests, AAP sources alleged that the Delhi
Police surrounded his residence as a precautionary
measure, effectively turning his home into a fortress
and imposing restrictions. Political circles are abuzz
with speculation that the Delhi Police are placing him
under house arrest or imposing strict curbs to prevent
him from reaching the protest venue.

Congress Support

The Congress party, led by Rahul Gandhi, has announced
its full support for the Cockroach Janata Party’s protests.
Rahul Gandhi strongly condemned the arrest of CJP
leaders at the airport. The Delhi Police adopted strategic
measures to prevent Congress cadres from mobilizing
in large numbers at Jantar Mantar. On Saturday morning,
police took key Congress leaders and Youth Congress
office-bearers in Delhi into preventive custody or placed
them under house arrest at their residences. With the
police having completely cordoned off the Jantar Mantar
area, some Congress and Youth Congress activists
gathered in groups near Parliament Street and
attempted to stage a protest by raising anti-government
slogans; however, security forces deployed there
immediately detained them and moved them away in
police vehicles. Citing the heavy restrictions on the
roads, the Congress top leadership announced that they
would jointly fight—on behalf of the opposition ‘INDIA’
alliance—against the irregularities in the voters’ list
and the conduct of the Election Commission during the
upcoming Parliament session, and would firmly hold
the government accountable.

Credit War Between Congress and AAP

A fierce political rift and a “credit war” (competition for
political mileage) are unfolding between the Congress
and the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) regarding the protests
organized by the ‘Cockroach Janata Party’ (CJP) at Jantar
Mantar. Although both parties outwardly appear to
support the protests, an internal struggle is playing out
on the ground over who should lead the movement.
AAP and Left parties openly declared their support for
the protests called by the CJP for October 10. In contrast,
the Congress party kept its distance from this joint
platform and instead called for separate national-level
protests. Last July (during the NEET paper leak
controversy), the CJP led protests at Jantar Mantar that
lasted for a month. However, at the height of that
movement, Rahul Gandhi and Akhilesh Yadav suddenly
organized a march towards the Prime Minister’s
residence. AAP expressed strong displeasure over this
move. Delhi Chief Minister Atishi publicly alleged at
the time that Congress had hijacked the credit and
media attention of the students’ month-long peaceful
protest for its own political gain. Internally, the
Congress believes that the Aam Aadmi Party is behind
the CJP’s protests and strategies, viewing it as a proxy
movement orchestrated by AAP. Congress leader Ritham
Singh lashed out at CJP co-convener Ashutosh Ranka for
refusing to meet Congress representatives during a
recent tour of the Northeastern states. He openly
criticized the CJP leaders, alleging that they were
avoiding the Congress “at the behest of AAP.” Even when
the Supreme Court recently quashed the FIRs filed
against the protesters, factions supporting the Congress
and the CJP engaged in a social media spat, each
claiming credit for the outcome. With the upcoming
Delhi Assembly elections in mind, both parties are vying
to prove that they are the ones leading the ‘CJP’
movement, which enjoys the backing of youth and
students. Although both Rahul Gandhi and Kejriwal are
fiercely criticizing the central government, there is
intense internal rivalry between them over who can
capture the youth agenda. AAP leaders allege that while
they have stood by the struggle of students and the
unemployed from the very beginning, the Congress is
unable to cope with the fact that Arvind Kejriwal himself
is taking to the streets. The AAP lashed out at the
Congress IT cell, accusing it of attempting to hijack
hashtags related to the CJP protests on social media.
Meanwhile, Delhi Congress leaders mocked Arvind
Kejriwal, noting that while Delhi Police arrested the CJP
leaders who called for the protests right at the airport,
Kejriwal limited himself to merely posting tweets.
“Kejriwal spoke of participating in protests only for
photo-ops and political drama; he has no genuine
intention to fight,” the Congress criticized. Although both
parties are partners in the ‘INDIA’ alliance against the
BJP at the national level, a fierce battle for credit has
erupted in the run-up to the upcoming Delhi Assembly
elections. It is noteworthy that no Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
MPs participated in the delegation of opposition MPs
that met President Droupadi Murmu under Rahul
Gandhi’s leadership on Friday. Reports suggest the
primary reason for this was AAP’s perception that the
Congress was attempting to claim sole credit. Since
morning, supporters of both AAP and Congress have
been trading barbs on X (formerly Twitter). While AAP
cadres are sharing old videos to highlight how the
Congress appropriated credit for the NEET protests held
last July, Congress activists are trending clips of Rahul
Gandhi speaking about unemployment in Parliament.
With the police deploying heavy security in Delhi and
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to prevent them from reaching Jantar Mantar, this battle
for credit is currently playing out more in press
conferences and on social media platforms than on
the streets. It is evident that Delhi’s AAP and Congress
leaders are focusing more on who will reap the political
mileage from this youth movement than on the actual
fight against their common adversary, the Central
Government.

Rahul in Chennai!

Rahul Gandhi is set to participate in a massive event
titled “Chhatron Ki Goonj” (Voice of Students) at Island
Grounds in Chennai on the 10th at 5:00 PM. At this venue,
he will interact directly with students and youth from
across the country. Following his Chennai visit, he will
travel to Goa on October 12 to participate in the ‘Goy
Rakhan Yatra’. The Congress party holds the view that
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) has completely hijacked the
agitation being conducted in Delhi. The Congress had
already announced that it would not officially
participate in the protests scheduled for Saturday at
Jantar Mantar. Analysts believe that Rahul Gandhi
strategically chose the student event in Chennai—
thereby avoiding the Delhi protests—because he did
not wish to provide political mileage to the AAP by
sharing a platform where Arvind Kejriwal is directly
involved. For the past three or four days, MPs from the
Rahul Gandhi-led ‘INDIA’ bloc have staged intense
protests against CEC Gyanesh Kumar on the streets of
Delhi and in the vicinity of Parliament. Just yesterday
(October 9), Rahul, alongside top leaders from the
Congress, Trinamool, and Samajwadi Party, met
President Droupadi Murmu and submitted a
memorandum of their demands. Having completed the
scheduled round of national-level protests—and
unable to take to the streets in Delhi due to Section 163
restrictions—he traveled to Tamil Nadu for his next
political engagement.

Why does Rahul disappear at crucial moments?

Opposition parties, particularly the BJP, have frequently
criticized Rahul Gandhi for being unavailable in Delhi
or traveling abroad when political struggles reach a
climax or during critical junctures. Political rivals use
these instances as ammunition to label him a “part-
time politician” and a leader lacking seriousness.
However, Congress circles defend his actions,
maintaining that he acts strategically during such times.
Many protests or movements in Delhi are spearheaded
by regional parties (such as the Aam Aadmi Party or
Trinamool Congress); the Congress believes that if Rahul
Gandhi were to participate in such forums, the entire
credit for the initiative would go to those regional
parties. That is why, when other parties are creating a
buzz, he strategically keeps his distance and prioritizes
tours organized independently by the Congress in
various states across the country. The student
conference taking place in Chennai today is one such
event. Sources close to him say that Rahul Gandhi’s
style differs from that of a traditional politician; he
prefers long-term engagement with the people over
events centered merely on immediate political gains
or elections. The ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ he undertook in
the past is a prime example of this. The Congress
maintains that he prioritizes being among the people
at the grassroots level over the mire of Delhi politics.
In the past, his sudden trips abroad—such as visits to
Italy, Bangkok, or meditation retreats—following key
election results or during crucial periods like budget
sessions, sparked significant debate. The Congress
defends these breaks, stating that he takes them to
find mental peace and recharge after prolonged political
struggles. However, critics argue that such behavior is
not befitting of a full-fledged politician. While
opponents cite these decisions as evidence of his “lack
of political maturity,” supporters argue that they reflect
his “distinct political style and long-term strategy.” In
any case, his absence from Delhi at crucial times
consistently becomes a major topic of discussion in
media and political circles.

The Situation of the Left Parties

Amidst the protests at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi and
the ongoing “credit war” between the Congress and the
AAP, the Left parties are playing a pivotal role by
demonstrating great assertiveness on the ground. The
arrest of several top leaders—including former Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan—has created a major
stir in Delhi’s political landscape. Left-wing student
and youth wings (such as the SFI) have stood firmly in
support of this protest—called for by the ‘Cockroach
Janata Party’—right from the beginning. While the
Congress and AAP engage in credit wars on social media
and in press conferences to gain mileage for the Delhi
Assembly elections, the Left parties have chosen to
ignore such distractions and focus on taking the struggle
directly to the streets. On Saturday morning, Delhi Police
detained former Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan,
CPI(M) General Secretary M.A. Baby, senior leader Brinda
Karat, former Tripura Chief Minister Manik Sarkar, and
MP John Brittas as they set out from Kerala House to
march to Jantar Mantar. The detained Left leaders were
subsequently shifted to the Chhatrasal Stadium
complex in Delhi. MP John Brittas alleged that the police
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treated them without even basic courtesy. Reacting to
his arrest, he lashed out on Twitter, stating, “The
Narendra Modi government and the Sangh Parivar are
together trampling upon the democratic rights of the
people. Attempting to suppress the people’s voice
poses a threat to democracy itself. Such repressive
measures cannot break the resolve of those fighting
for their rights.” The arrests of Left leaders in Delhi and
the unfolding events highlight three key aspects of
national politics. The Left parties—which have been
gradually losing their footprint in national politics,
particularly in the North—are seeking to regain their
political relevance at the national level by leveraging
such people’s movements driven by a youth-centric
agenda. The fact that a top leader like Pinarayi Vijayan
has personally taken to the streets of Delhi is a
testament to this. While the AAP and Congress are vying
for credit in Delhi, there is intense hostility between
the Congress-led UDF and the Left-led LDF in Kerala.
Regarding the protests in Delhi, UDF leader V.D.
Observing how Satheesan has been arrested and now
Pinarayi Vijayan faces the same fate, it is evident that
alliance leaders are attempting to woo Kerala voters
individually over the same issue, each seeking to gain
political mileage. The fact that the Delhi Police are
arresting not only student leaders but also former Chief
Ministers and MPs underscores the stern strategy the
Central Government is employing to prevent these
protests from escalating.

Trinamool and Samajwadi Parties

Amidst the protests organized by the Trinamool
Congress (TMC) at Delhi’s Jantar Mantar on Saturday,
Delhi Police took West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee into custody following dramatic developm
ents. Samajwadi Party leader Akhilesh Yadav also
stepped into the fray, declaring his support for the TMC.
Mamata Banerjee has strongly alleged that irregula
rities in the revision of voter lists have adversely affect
ed her party’s political prospects in West Bengal. She
had arrived in Delhi to participate in these protests but
was detained by Delhi Police and CRPF personnel
outside her South Avenue residence on Saturday after
noon. Along with Mamata Banerjee, senior Trinamool
Congress leaders and MPs—including Derek O’Brien and
Dola Sen—were also detained and transpo rted to an
undisclosed location in a prisoner van. Due to the impo
sition of Section 163 restrictions in Delhi, which preve
nted large-scale street demonstrations, Akhilesh Yadav
alerted his party’s MPs. He is now formulating strategies
to join forces with the Congress and Trinamool Congress
during the upcoming parliamentary session to disrupt
proceedings in protest against the voter deletions and
the repressive measures undertaken by the Centre.
Developments Favouring the BJP

Political analysts believe that the internal rifts, credit
wars, and lack of coordination within the opposition
‘INDIA’ alliance—amidst ongoing protests at Jantar
Mantar in New Delhi—are working significantly to the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP) political advantage. On
one hand, the BJP campaigns on the narrative that it
runs a stable and strong government under the
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. On the
other, the BJP is effectively highlighting opposition
shortcomings to the public: the Congress and AAP
squabbling over credit for a minor student movement,
Rahul Gandhi’s absence from Delhi during a crucial
period, and Left and Congress leaders—who clash in
Kerala—staging separate protests in Delhi. These
issues have become a potent weapon for the BJP to
instill the perception among voters that “if they all come
together, they will plunge the country into chaos.”
Assembly elections are due soon in Delhi. Against this
backdrop, the AAP and Congress are fiercely competing
to appropriate the youth and student agenda. If these
two parties fail to form an alliance and contest
separately due to this credit war, the anti-incumbency
vote will split, directly benefiting the BJP as it seeks to
strengthen its position in Delhi. Issues raised by the
opposition, such as irregularities in voter lists and the
need for Election Commission reforms, remain critical
national matters. However, the media is highlighting
the “who gets the credit?” dispute rather than any
ideological battle among the opposition parties. This
shift in focus—where the core issue is sidelined in
favor of the opposition’s personal rifts—offers
significant relief to the central government (BJP). There
is intense rivalry among these parties: the Congress
and the Left are adversaries in Kerala; the AAP and the
Congress are opponents in Delhi and Punjab; and the
Trinamool, the Left, and the Congress are locked in fierce
competition in West Bengal. The fact that leaders like
Mamata Banerjee, Pinarayi Vijayan, Kejriwal, and Rahul
Gandhi have acted independently—without a unified
strategy—on the platform of the Delhi protests makes
it easy for the BJP to propagate the narrative that this
alliance is merely for electoral convenience and lacks
genuine sincerity. Although the issue raised by the
opposition holds merit, they are failing to transform it
into a united force. BJP cadres believe that this lack of
coordination and the pursuit of political mileage by
the opposition are further paving the way for their
victory, both at the Centre and in the upcoming state
elections.
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