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Hyderabad,

NetiDhathri :

With the arrival of the
festive season, the
skyrocketing prices of
essentials and puja
materials are throwing
the budgets of middle-
class and lower-middle-
class families into
disarray. High inflation in the state is making it a
burden for the common man to celebrate major
festivals like Vinayaka Chavithi, Bathukamma,
Dussehra, Diwali, and Sankranti. Recent reports
indicate that Telangana is recording the highest
inflation rates in the country, standing at 6.86%
in rural areas and 5.92% in urban areas. Traders
are taking advantage of the surge in demand
during the festive season to drastically hike
prices. The prices of sweets have skyrocketed due
to the rising costs of sugar and dry fruits—key
ingredients used in the massive quantities of
sweets prepared for festivals like Vinayaka
Chavithi and Diwali. Flower prices for rituals have
doubled. Similarly, the prices of Tangedu,
Gunugu, and marigold flowers—essential for the
Telangana cultural festival of Bathukamma—
surge significantly during the season. Travellers
heading to their hometowns for Dasara face an
additional financial burden as the RTC levy
surcharges ranging from 50% to 100% on “special
buses.” While free bus travel for women offers
some relief, the ticket costs for men and children
are taking a heavy toll on household budgets.
Although the government promotes the free
travel scheme as a benefit for women, the steep
fares charged to other family members result in
an immense overall financial burden on the
average family. Furthermore, the prices of
cooking oils, ghee, and lentils—staples for
preparing traditional snacks during Sankranti—
consistently shoot up during the festival season
each year.

The Poor Falling into Debt

Economic studies indicate that as family income
decreases, the proportion of the budget allocated
to festivals increases. This trend undermines the
financial security of lower-income groups. While
upper-middle-class households spend an
average of 21.87 percent of their total annual
expenditure on festivals, middle-class families
allocate an average of 22.78 percent of their
budget to the festive season. Financial studies
reveal that the lower-middle class is compelled
to spend as much as 25.83 percent of their limited
income on festival-related needs, while the poor
often fall into debt by allocating the highest
share—28.38 percent—of their income to these
celebrations. Consequently, due to soaring prices
of essential commodities and increased bus fares,
the people of the state are unable to celebrate
festivals with enthusiasm.

A Special Place for Festivals

Festivals such as Bonalu, Vinayaka Chavithi,
Bathukamma, and Diwali hold a special place in
the culture and traditions of Telangana. However,
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due to current market prices and inflation, these
festivals are failing to generate enthusiasm among
the common people. In particular, the mismatch
between rising expenses and income means that
these festivals—which are deeply significant to
them—are not bringing the expected joy.
Ashada Bonalu

The Ashada Masam Bonalu festival, a symbol of
Telangana’s culture, is celebrated with great
devotion and fervor across the state, including the
twin cities of Hyderabad and Secunderabad. Over
the past two years, the prices of essential items—
such as new earthen pots, silk garments, the saree
and sare (ritual offerings) for the Goddess, and
puja materials—have risen by 30% to 40%.
Furthermore, the prices of goat and chicken
meat—key components of the Bonalu feast—soar
to between ' 800 and over ' 1,000 per kilogram on
festival Sundays, throwing the common man’s
budget into disarray. The government allocates a
budget of approximately ' 15 crore to ' 20 crore
specifically for temple arrangements during this
festival. Typically, a middle-class family has to
spend anywhere from ' 5,000 to ' 10,000 to offer
the Bonam and host a feast for relatives.
Vinayaka Chavithi

The Vinayaka Chavithi Navaratri celebrations,
which take place during the month of Bhadrapada,
are observed with great fanfare and bustle in
every street. The prices of Vinayaka idols have
risen sharply due to the increased costs of clay,
Plaster of Paris (PoP), and paints. A 20-foot idol
that previously cost ' 85,000 now commands a price
of over ' 1,00,000. The Vinayaka Navaratri
celebrations in Telangana (particularly in
Hyderabad) generate economic transactions
worth approximately ' 5,000 crore. Ordinary
residents face an indirect financial burden due to
rising costs associated with street-level
donations, naivedyam offerings (such as laddus
and modaks), and the flowers and leaves (patri)
used for worship.

Dasara (Bathukamma)

Dasara is the biggest festival in Telangana.
Preceding it, women celebrate the ‘Bathukamma’
festival for nine days, worshipping nature. During
the festival, the prices of flowers used to arrange
the Bathukamma—such as Tangedu, Gunugu,
Chamanti (chrysanthemum) and Banti
(marigold)—skyrocket. Expenses for new clothes
and traditional snacks during Dasara take a
significant toll on middle-class salaries. Added to
this is the extra financial burden of travel fares
(RTC or private vehicles) for those visiting their
home towns. The fact that the Telangana RTC
alone generates revenue of approximately ' 195
crore through special buses during Dasara
illustrates the substantial amount common
people spend on travel. For an average family, the
total expenditure on Dasara shopping and travel
often exceeds the range of ' 15,000 to ' 25,000.
Diwali

Diwali, the festival that dispels darkness and
brings light, is celebrated with Lakshmi Puja,
traditional delicacies, and fireworks. Diwali is

® Festivals were once symbols

of devotion and joy.

® Today, the financial burden is breaking
| the backs of the common people.
2 ® The fear of high travel costs looms over

those wishing to visit their
hometowns for festivals.

Bonalu, Vinayaka Chavithi,
Bathukamma, and Diwali.

® Prices of essential items for these

festivals have skyrocketed.

® Flower prices are shocking.
e Common people are in a state of panic.

... ® It is the poor who boldly spend

synonymous with firecrackers. Due to Supreme
Court regulations, the manufacturing costs of
“green crackers,” and transportation charges,
firecracker prices have risen by 40% to 50%. The
prices of items used for the puja—such as earthen
lamps, oil, and flowers—also double compared
to normal days. For an average family, buying
even a modest amount of fire crackers for the
children costs between ' 2,000 and ' 5,000. When
sweets, gifts, and home decorations are included,
the total Diwali budget easily crosses the ' 10,000
mark.

Doubled Retail Prices

Consequently, festivals that once brought pure
joy are now pushing lower-middle-class families
into a situation where they must incur debt to
celebrate them. These festivals, which once
symbolized devotion and happiness, are now
wreaking havoc on the common man’s budget.
According to market analysts, fluctuations in
petrol and diesel prices are significantly impacting
transportation, logistics, and manufacturing costs.
A large portion of the pulses, onions, vegetables,
and flowers required by Telangana is imported
from other states such as Maharashtra, Karnataka,
and Andhra Pradesh. Rising transportation costs
are causing retail prices to double by the time
these goods reach the market. According to
market analysts, fluctuations in petrol and diesel
prices are significantly impacting transportation,
logistics, and manufacturing costs. A large portion
of the pulses, onions, vegetables, and flowers
required by Telangana is imported from states
like Maharashtra, Karnataka, and Andhra Pradesh.
Additionally, the Goods and Services Tax (GST)
on various commodities and rising packaging
material costs are driving up the prices of festive
sweets, clothing, and firecrackers. Branded sweet
manufacturers are raising their prices by 2% to
5% due to the increased cost of sugar, a key
ingredient for sweets during the festive season.
Although the government is revising GST rates
for certain categories, the burden of raw material
costs remains clearly visible in the retail market.
Demand surges dramatically during festivals as
consumers flock to the market simultaneously;
capitalizing on this, some traders create artificial
shortages to sell goods at higher profit margins.
For instance, government reports indicate that
sugar prices rose in certain areas due to artificial
shortages, despite adequate stock levels during
the festive period. Every festival season,
hundreds of thousands of people travel from
cities like Hyderabad to their hometowns. Private
travel operators exploit this rush to drastically
hike ticket prices. Although the Telangana State
Road Transport Corporation operates special
festival buses, the imposition of additional
charges—intended to offset the costs of return
trips made with empty buses—places a further
financial burden on the common man.
Skyrocketing prices are significantly eroding the
purchasing power of middle-class and lower-
middle-class families, often forcing them to incur
debt or deplete their savings to celebrate the
festival. To protect the common person from
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e Middlemen reap unlimited profits. [® Government oversight of the market is essential.

on festivals!

being exploited.

these circumstances, it is imperative for the
government to take measures such as monitoring
market prices via task force teams during the
festive season, curbing black-market activities,
and providing essential commodities at
subsidized rates through festival gift schemes.
Skyrocketing Flower Prices

Unseasonal rains and floods in Telangana and
neighbouring states like Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh have damaged flower crops, leading to
a significant drop in yield. The primary reason for
the price hike is that market supply has fallen by
more than half. Middlemen, who purchase
flowers from farmers at low rates, are exploiting
the festive demand to arbitrarily inflate prices in
wholesale and retail markets. Since flowers are
perishable and markets lack adequate storage
facilities, traders stock smaller quantities and sell
them at high prices when demand peaks. Unable
to bear the brunt of these high prices, many
middle-class families are now opting for artificial
flower garlands or plastic decorations that last
longer for rituals. Others are cultivating enough
flowering plants in small pots at home to meet
their worship needs. Nevertheless, for those
wishing to traditionally arrange the Bathukamma
with fresh flowers or offer Patri (sacred leaves)
to Lord Vinayaka, the cost inevitably burns a hole
in the common man’s pocket.

“How are we supposed to perform rituals when
the price of marigolds and chrysanthemums—
usually ten or twenty rupees—skyrockets to
hundreds of rupees during the festival?” lament
housewives. They express frustration that half
their budget is being spent on buying flowers
rather than on the festivities themselves. Women
preparing to decorate for the Bathukamma
festival are lamenting their inability to use a wide
variety of flowers due to skyrocketing prices;
instead, they are forced to settle for fewer
varieties or rely solely on marigolds. They are
distressed that inflation is hindering their ability
to observe traditions. Heated arguments and
intense bargaining over prices between buyers
and retailers have become a daily occurrence in
the markets. While people acknowledge that
flowers are essential for worship—making
purchase unavoidable—the common man
questions how they can manage if prices
continue to rise with every festival. There is deep
dissatisfaction as people are forced to opt for
plastic, artificial, or paper decorations instead of
fresh flowers; the cost of flowers has become as
burdensome as the devotion with which they
offer naivedyam (ritual food offerings) to the
deity.

Government Must Monitor Market Prices
Many are finding themselves in a situation where
they must incur debt or deplete their savings to
celebrate the festival. To protect the common
person from these circumstances, it is imperative
for the government to take measures such as
monitoring market prices via task force teams
during the festive season, curbing black market
activities, and providing essential commodities
at subsidized rates through festival gift schemes.
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