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Hyderabad, NetiDhathri :

Legislative assemblies—once regarded as temples of
Indian democracy—are today transforming into political
battlegrounds. Instead of in-depth deliberations on
public issues, unfortunate incidents such as mutual
accusations, caste-based slurs, the use of profanity,
storming the Speaker’s podium, and the deployment of
marshals have become routine occurrences. Recent
developments, particularly in the assemblies of
southern states like Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, and
Tamil Nadu, are making a mockery of democratic values.
Conducting assembly sessions incurs an expenditure of
lakhs of rupees of public money daily. One can
understand the nature of current legislative sessions by
comparing them to an ideal assembly. In an ideal
assembly, not only do in-depth discussions take place
regarding unemployment, agrarian issues, education,
healthcare, budget allocations, and bills—allowing for
necessary amendments (such as the instance where 10
bills were debated over 82 hours during a past Telangana
budget session)—but the Speaker also acts neutrally,
granting equal opportunities to both the ruling and
opposition parties. However, the situation today is vastly
different. Personal attacks, caste-based politics, old
feuds, uproar over party defections, frequent
adjournments, shouting, the cutting off of microphones,
and slogan-shouting have become commonplace.
Speakers are being targeted, and allegations are being
raised that they are unilaterally suspending opposition
members. In the past, legislative bodies witnessed
spirited debates and intellectual arguments; today,
however, politics has degenerated into petty, vitriolic
exchanges. Profanities and language reminiscent of
street thugs are finding their way into the legislative
records. Time that should be dedicated to questioning
the government on genuine public issues—such as
unemployment allowances, fee reimbursement arrears,
and infrastructure development—is instead being
consumed by political manoeuvring and mudslinging
against opponents. Turning marshals—who are meant
to maintain law and order—into physical instruments
to stifle the opposition’s voice or to counter their
attempts to disrupt proceedings runs contrary to the spirit
of democracy. Resorting to caste-based slurs within
legislative bodies only fuels further hatred in society. It
is regrettable that elected representatives, who ought
to serve as role models for the public, are the ones
responsible for this. Laws and regulations alone are
insufficient for the smooth functioning of the House;
elected representatives must cultivate a sense of moral
responsibility and self-restraint. Criticism should focus
on policies rather than personal lives or caste. If political
parties do not set aside their self-interests and uphold
the dignity of legislative bodies, there is a risk that the
common people will lose faith in the system.

The ongoing monsoon session of the Telangana
Assembly has been marked by high tension right from
day one. A major uproar erupted in the House following
allegations that BRS MLC Tata Madhu had made “casteist
slurs” and inappropriate remarks directed at Assembly
Speaker Gaddam Prasad Kumar during a protest outside
the Assembly. Chief Minister Revanth Reddy demanded
the member’s permanent expulsion from the Council.
Meanwhile, when BJP MLAs besieged the Speaker’s
podium and raised slogans over the dispute regarding
‘prohibited lands’ under Section 22A of the Registration
Act, the Speaker deployed marshals and ordered them
to confiscate the members’ placards. Separately, police
intercepted BRS members who were protesting outside
the Assembly wearing black shirts; in a display of intense
anger, several leaders—including Harish Rao—removed
their shirts in protest.

The political atmosphere in the Tamil Nadu Assembly
has also turned volatile, resembling a battlefield. The
legislative proceedings heated up significantly after C.
Joseph Vijay assumed office as Chief Minister. During
the recent session, CM Vijay leveled scathing criticism
against the previous DMK government, citing issues of
corruption, ED investigation documents, and the Sarkaria
Commission report. In protest against this, DMK MLAs,
led by Leader of the Opposition Udhayanidhi Stalin,
staged intense protests both in the Speaker’s chamber
and within the House. As DMK members rushed into the
Well of the House demanding that the Chief Minister’s
remarks be expunged from the records, marshals—acting
on the Speaker’s orders—forcibly removed them from
the chamber. Over the past few years, the Andhra Pradesh
Assembly has become a focal point for some of the most
contentious legislative sessions in the country. During
previous debates on issues such as rising prices,
alcohol-related deaths, and the skill development case,
members from both the ruling and opposition parties
engaged in unruly behaviour—including tearing up

papers and hurling them at the Speaker, and trading
verbal abuse. Let us take a look at the functioning of the
Assemblies in these states.

Andhra Pradesh

In the history of the Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly,
the suspension of opposition members has become a
recurring phenomenon and a battleground for political
manoeuvring and counter-manoeuvring. At times when
the House ought to be engaged in in-depth discussions
on public issues, the suspension of opposition
members—triggered by actions such as microphone cut-
offs, storming the podium, and stalling proceedings—
has become a routine affair. Regardless of which party
holds power in the state (be it the TDP or YSRCP in the
past), there are strong allegations that the weapon of
suspension is being used to stifle the voice of the
opposition. Similar actions were taken against MLAs of
the then-opposition party, YSRCP, during the TDP’s tenure
(2014-19). During the 2015 budget session, eight YSRCP
MLAs—including Srikanth Reddy, Kodali Nani, and
Chevireddy Bhaskar Reddy—were suspended from the
House for three days after rushing into the ‘Well’ of the
House to protest against the lack of adequate speaking
time allotted to Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy. Furthermore,
personal attacks against Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy and
debates aimed at tarnishing his reputation became
highly controversial episodes in state politics.
Throughout those five years, while he served as the
Leader of the Opposition, leaders and ministers from
the ruling Telugu Data Party (TDP) frequently launched
fierce personal attacks against him. During the Assembly
sessions held in March 2017, the then Minister for
Finance and Legislative Affairs, Yanamala
Ramakrishnudu, described Jagan Mohan Reddy as a
“psycho” on the floor of the House. He made harsh,
disparaging remarks about Jagan’s character, citing the
“factionist” and criminal background associated with
his family. Amidst a heated exchange of challenges and
counter-challenges between the ruling and opposition
parties—and following an opposition walkout—the then
TDP government even passed a special resolution in the
Assembly condemning Jagan’s behavior. The CBI cases
pending against him were used as a primary weapon to
damage Jagan Mohan Reddy’s financial and moral
standing. TDP ministers frequently launched personal
attacks against him during budget and general
discussions, labeling him “a man who amassed lakhs
of crores illegally and spent 16 months in jail.” It became
a routine affair for them to mock him in the House,
predicting that his bail would be cancelled and that his
return to prison was inevitable. The TDP inducted 23
MLAs and three MPs who had won on YSRCP tickets into
its own fold; four of these defectors were even awarded
ministerial berths. These very defectors would confront
Jagan in the House, criticizing his leadership as
incompetent and dictatorial—accusing him of
“rowdyism”—and making statements intended to tarnish
his personal reputation. Attempts were made—prior to
the 2019 elections—to cast Jagan as an accused by
dragging his personal family matters and the death of
his uncle (YS Vivekananda Reddy) into the House
proceedings, despite these issues having no connection
to politics. Exasperated by these extreme personal
attacks and the failure of Speaker Kodela Siva Prasada
Rao to take action against MLAs who had defected from
the party, YS Jagan Mohan Reddy took a sensational
decision. Alleging a lack of basic respect and the right to
speak within the House, he completely boycotted
Assembly sessions starting in 2017. Vowing to return to
the House only as Chief Minister, he walked out and
launched the ‘Praja Sankalpa Yatra’ (a statewide foot
march). He finally re-entered the Assembly only after
securing a massive majority of 151 seats and becoming
Chief Minister in 2019. Analysts believe that the phase
of personal attacks witnessed between 2014 and 2019
laid the groundwork for the retaliatory politics and
personal vilification directed at Chandrababu and his
family after the YSRCP came to power in 2019. During the
YSRCP government’s tenure (2020-24), large numbers of
TDP MLAs faced suspension in every session for
protesting against issues such as rising prices, alcohol-
related deaths, and the arrest of Chandrababu Naidu.
Notably, during the 2023 budget and monsoon sessions,
the Speaker suspended as many as 11 to 15 TDP MLAs in
a single instance. Senior leaders like Kinjarapu
Atchannaidu and Nimmala Ramanaidu were forcibly
evicted from the House for actions such as tearing up
papers at the Speaker’s podium and breaking
microphones. In November 2020, during a discussion on
flood relief, the Speaker suspended 13 TDP MLAs—
including the then Leader of the Opposition,
Chandrababu Naidu—from the House for a day.

Chandrababu himself sitting in protest in front of the
podium created a sensation at the time. The chaos in
the AP Assembly reached such a level that the YSR
Congress Party government introduced a resolution
imposing ‘automatic suspension’ on members who
violated House rules. On March 15, 2022, YSRCP
Government Chief Whip Gadikota Srikanth Reddy
introduced this automatic suspension proposal in the
House; the then Speaker, Tammineni Sitaram, referred
it to the Rules Committee and approved it. A rule was
established stating that if members crossed the
designated line towards the Speaker’s podium,
surrounded the Speaker while shouting slogans, or
deliberately obstructed House proceedings, they
would face automatic suspension for three days,
independent of any specific order from the Speaker.
Opposition parties lashed out, alleging that this move
completely trampled upon their right to protest. The
“Assembly boycott” represents the culmination of
dissatisfaction regarding the repeated suspensions
and the lack of adequate time and priority given to the
opposition’s concerns in the House. Alleging unilateral
suspensions of their members and a denial of the
opportunity to speak, TDP and alliance members
completely boycotted all remaining sessions of 2023.
Similarly, YSRCP MLAs led by Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy
stayed away from the Assembly sessions entirely,
citing the failure to grant their party the status of
“Principal Opposition” during the recently concluded
monsoon session. Consequently, due to the
suspension of opposition members or their decision
to boycott, government bills are being passed
unilaterally without any debate or amendments in the
House. Valuable time that should be dedicated to
discussing issues such as Mega DSC irregularities,
unemployment, and farmers’ grievances is instead
being consumed by mutual suspensions and repeated
adjournments. The failure to conduct smooth
proceedings and the deployment of hundreds of
marshals to evict members result in a sheer waste of
public money derived from taxes. Suspension should
serve as a last resort to maintain legislative discipline,
not as a political weapon to stifle the opposition’s
voice. The ruling party should show magnanimity by
accepting criticism from the opposition, while the
opposition, in turn, should register its protests while
respecting the decorum of the House. Only then will
the Andhra Pradesh Assembly regain its former glory
and democracy receives true respect.

Tamil Nadu

The Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly has strength of
234 members and operates under a unicameral system.
Once the House remained as a forum for ideological
and policy-based debates, now frequently makes
headlines due to intense political animosity, mutual
allegations of corruption, walkouts, and the
deployment of marshals. Tensions in the Assembly
have peaked; particularly as new political equations
have emerged, turning the rivalry between TVK and
DMK into a fierce confrontation. During the ongoing
Assembly session, when Leader of the Opposition
Udhayanidhi Stalin questioned the government
regarding the deterioration of law and order and
custodial deaths, Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay reacted
strongly. Last week, he issued an open challenge to
the opposition, stating, “No one should flee the House
while | am answering; stay right here.” True to his word,
CM Vijay produced documents in the House—including
the Sarkaria Commission report, details of the
Veeranam project scam, and ED charge sheets—dating
back to previous administrations. He alleged that
during the earlier DMK tenure, funds from government
departments (such as TASMAC) were diverted into “party
funds,” with ministers and leaders of that time being
the primary beneficiaries. Angered by these remarks,
DMK MLAs simultaneously surrounded Speaker JCD
Prabhakar’s podium and raised slogans. They staged
a sit-in protest within the House, demanding that the
allegations made by the Chief Minister be expunged
from the Assembly records. The deployment of marshals
has become a common occurrence in the Tamil Nadu
Assembly whenever opposition protests escalate.
When the Speaker refused to expunge CM Vijay’s
remarks from the records, DMK members completely
disrupted the proceedings. Consequently, acting on
the Speaker’s orders, marshals physically lifted the
protesting DMK MLAs and removed them from the
House. A violent scuffle ensued between several MLAs
and the marshals during this process. In protest
against this, the DMK and its allies boycotted the
session and walked out. Such chaotic scenes are not
new to the Tamil Nadu Assembly; historic

® Democratlc values

being trampled upon

® Personal insults replacing
discussions on public issues
® Resorting to physical
altercations for political mileage
® Declining political standards
in southern states
® Caste-based slurs and profanity
becoming commonplace
® Character assassination
becoming the norm
® A situation where power
matters more than publicissues
® Abuse crossing all limits
® The unfortunate erosion of the
dignity and decorum of
the House
® Entering politics to shield illicit
businesses
® Where is the room left
for moral values?
® Silencing the public
through vote-buying

confrontations have occurred in the past as well.
March 25, 1989, is regarded as the darkest day in the
history of the Tamil Nadu Assembly. During the budget
speech that day, a physical altercation broke out
between the ruling DMK and the opposition AIADMK,
resulting in an attack on the then Leader of the
Opposition, J. Jayalalithaa. The incidents—including
the pulling of her saree and the hurling of
microphones—caused a nationwide sensation. She left
the House vowing to return only as the Chief Minister.
Severe violence also erupted in the Assembly in 2017
during the vote of confidence moved by the Edappadi
Palaniswami government following Jayalalithaa’s
death. DMK members broke the Speaker’s chair and
tore up papers; subsequently, marshals forcibly
removed all DMK MLAs, including Stalin, from the House.
There has been a rise in instances where leaders—
who ought to be addressing public issues—instead
resort to sarcasm and mimic the mannerisms of their
opponents within the House. Allegations that Speakers
retain accusations made by the ruling party in the
official records while expunging counter-arguments
from the opposition are eroding confidence in the
legislature. Sessions are being adjourned without any
discussion on multi-crore rupee budgets or new welfare
schemes. The current state of the Tamil Nadu Assembly
makes it evident that legislative bodies have
transformed into arenas for “mud-slinging” at
opponents for political gain, rather than forums for
enacting laws. For democracy to survive, it is imperative
that both sides adhere to the decorum of the House.

Telangana

The Telangana Legislative Assembly functions as the
Lower House with a strength of 119 elected members.
While the House was initially a forum for policy-
oriented debates following the state’s formation, it has
over time become a focal point for intense political
clashes, controversies regarding party defections,
attacks on the Speaker’s office, and heightened
tensions both inside and outside the chamber. On the
very first day of the current session, remarks made by
MLC Tata Madhu (Tata Madhusudan) outside the House,
directed at Assembly Speaker Gaddam Prasad Kumar,
caused a major stir. Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
strongly condemned the comments during the session
and demanded the member’s permanent expulsion
from the Legislative Council. The controversy escalated
into police action, resulting in the Hyderabad Police
arresting BRS MLCs Tata Madhu and Naveen Kumar
Reddy. Unprecedented confrontations occurred not only
inside the Assembly but also at its entrance gates. A
protest organized by the BRS at Gate No. 3—where
members wore black shirts to denounce the Congress
government’s alleged failure during its first thousand
days in power—turned into a chaotic battleground,
while the BJP adopted a strategy to stall the
proceedings within the House. BJP MLAs stormed the
Speaker’s podium and displayed placards, demanding
an immediate discussion on the inclusion of private
citizens’ lands in the list of prohibited properties under
Section 22A of the Registration Act. Despite the
Speaker’s repeated appeals for order, the members
refused to relent, eventually forcing marshals to
intervene, confiscate the placards, and restrain the BJP
legislators.

Notably, the Supreme Court has set a three-month
deadline regarding disqualification petitions against
ten MLAs who defected from the BRS to the Congress
party following the elections. A significant amount of
the House’s time is being consumed by this issue of
defections. Heated exchanges—whether previously
between KCR and Revanth Reddy or currently between
KTR and Congress ministers—are increasingly
characterized by personal insults and derogatory terms
like “Dushasana Sabha” (an assembly of misrule) and
“charitrahinulu” (people devoid of historical standing).
Consequently, the ‘Question Hour’—intended for
addressing substantive issues such as unemployment
allowances, the RTC merger, and fee reimbursement
arrears—is being lost amidst the ensuing chaos.
Telangana society is known for its intellectual depth
and discernment. Representatives seated in this
temple of democracy ought to engage in constructive
criticism and provide meaningful responses regarding
public issues. Solely for political gain turning legislative
sessions into battlegrounds risks severely eroding the
public’s respect for these legislative bodies.
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