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Hyderabad, NetiDhathri:

The three-way political contest among Congress, BRS,
and BJP in Telangana has become highly intense. The
three parties are locked in a fierce battle on the ground,
employing various strategies and counter-strategies
against one another. The ruling Congress party is
highlighting its “1,000 days of development” while
countering BRS’s alleged corruption and BJP’s
communal politics; simultaneously, it is wooing voters
through the implementation of its “Six Guarantees.”
Meanwhile, BRS is releasing charge sheets detailing
the failures of the Congress government. Leveraging the
narrative of Telangana’s identity against national
parties, BRS is conducting continuous reviews to
safeguard its political existence. Meanwhile, the BJP is
positioning itself as the alternative to both the Congress
and the BRS, intensifying its campaign through protests
across Hyderabad and leveraging Modi’s image and
the issue of central funds. A fierce political contest is
unfolding among the three parties, centering on issues
such as farm loan waivers, job recruitment, and the
struggle for dominance in the upcoming local body
elections.

Farm Loan Waiver

As the Congress government in Telangana reaches the
milestone of 1,000 days in office, the issue of “farm
loan waivers” has emerged as a major political battle
ground among the Congress, BRS, and BJP. Having made
the waiver of crop loans up to ' 2 lakh a flagship
initiative, the Congress is vigorously defending the
scheme against criticism. The government proudly
asserts that it has released over ' 20,600 crore in
multiple phases, benefiting more than 25 lakh farming
families. Agriculture Minister Tummala Nageswara Rao
claims that they have disbursed larger sums of money
much faster than the previous BRS government, which
had implemented only a piecemeal waiver over its ten-
year tenure. The government has also promised to
resolve pending waivers for remaining farmers—held
up by issues like Aadhaar and ration card linking or
joint account complications—without leaving anyone
behind. Meanwhile, BRS cadres, led by KTR, have lashed
out at the government’s 1,000-day report card,
vehemently criticizing the administration for failing to
deliver the full-scale loan waiver that was promised.
Senior leaders like Harish Rao are criticizing the
government, stating that lakhs of eligible farmers have
suffered losses due to the imposed ration card
regulations and family identification criteria. The BRS
has launched a state-wide campaign criticizing the
Congress for neglecting the ‘Rythu Bharosa’ arrears of
115,000 per acre and the promised ' 12,000 allowance
for the poorest agricultural laborers. Meanwhile, the
BJP has released a charge sheet titled “1000 Days, 1000
Lies,” describing the Congress government’s 1,000-day
tenure as deceptive. The BJP alleges that while
agricultural debt in the state stands at approximately
139,500 crore, the government has limited the loan
waiver to only half that amount and excluded over 22
lakh farming families from the scheme. The BJP is
preparing a special action plan to gather details of
farmers whose loans were not waived and to fight on
their behalf at the grassroots level.

Poster Campaign against Government Failures

To mark the occasion of the Congress government
completing 1,000 days in power in Telangana, the BJP
launched an intense and satirical “poster campaign”
across Hyderabad city today (September 2, 2026). The
stir caused by these political posters has created intense
suspense in state politics. These posters were widely
pasted starting at midnight in key, strategic locations
across Hyderabad—including the vicinity of Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy’s residence, the Telangana
Assembly and Secretariat premises, Jubilee Hills, and
other major city intersections. The posters depict Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy carrying a large bundle of
money, while the people of the state are shown standing
empty-handed (as if begging). Slogans printed in bold
letters on the posters claim that “Congress-style
governance” amounts to nothing but lies and deception.
Alongside the poster campaign, BJP leaders (MLA Payal
Shankar and MLC Anji Reddy) officially released a
charge sheet highlighting the Congress government’s
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failures. They alleged that the government deceived
women by promising a monthly allowance of ' 2,500,
resulting in a loss of approximately ' 83,300 per woman.
They lashed out at the government for failing to provide
the ‘Rythu Bharosa’ financial assistance of ' 15,000 per
acre over the last three seasons. They also criticized the
government for leaving fee reimbursement arrears of
15,000 crore unpaid, thereby jeopardizing the future of
nearly 40 lakh students. Furthermore, they criticized the
lack of any action regarding the promised ‘Yuva Vikasam
Bharosa’ cards for the unemployed and the pledge to
create 2 lakh jobs. The Congress party has reacted
strongly to this poster campaign by the BJP. CM Revanth
Reddy and Congress ministers have challenged the
opposition, asserting that the latter are deliberately
engaging in a smear campaign, and declaring that they
will prove—with statistics—the development achieved
over the past 1,000 days on the floor of the Assembly.
Minor tensions also arose between Congress and BJP
cadres in some parts of the city over these posters.

Job Recruitment

As the Congress government in Telangana completes
1,000 days in office, the issue of “job recruitment” has
emerged as a key point of criticism from opposition
parties like the BJP and BRS. In its charge sheet, the BJP
alleged that the Congress government reneged on its
promise to fill one lakh government job vacancies by
June 2026. The party lashed out, noting the complete
absence of any action regarding ‘Yuva Vikasam Bharosa
Cards’ and the promised unemployment allowance. BRS
Working President KTR criticized the Congress for
disregarding its pre-election promise of a ‘Job Calendar’
The BRS has called for protests alongside unemployed
youth, citing delays in recruitment and failures in
conducting examinations. The Congress is strongly
refuting these opposition allegations. The government
maintains that it has successfully completed the
recruitment of approximately 70,000 government jobs
since assuming office and asserts that it will rapidly
meet the remaining targets. Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
himself stated that the system of paper leaks prevalent
during the previous administration has been overhauled
and the Telangana Public Service Commission (TGPSC)
has been transformed into a fully transparent body.
Amidst the political heat, the TGPSC is taking significant
steps to benefit unemployed aspirants as of September
2026. TGPSC has finalized preparations to release a
series of 15 new job notifications in September. This
recruitment drive aims to fill a total of 3,800 government
posts approved by the Finance Department; notably, this
includes approximately 1,398 attendant posts. To ensure
greater transparency, the Commission has planned to
conduct these upcoming examinations using a
computer-based testing (CBT) format. Intense
discussions are expected during the upcoming Assembly
session regarding the filling of these 70,000 posts and
the release of a job calendar for the additional 30,000
posts demanded by the opposition.

Local Election Strategies

As the Congress government in Telangana crosses the
1,000-day milestone, the upcoming local body elections
(covering Gram Panchayats, MPTCs, ZPTCs, and
municipalities) have become a matter of high prestige
for the three major political parties. Viewed as the “semi-
finals” following the Assembly and Lok Sabha elections,
the Congress, BRS, and BJP are formulating strategies
focused on securing victories at the grassroots level.
The Congress party aims to achieve a clean sweep in
rural areas by leveraging the support of beneficiaries of
its ‘Six Guarantees,’ such as the ' 2lakh farm loan waiver
and free bus travel. Chief Minister Revanth Reddy is
devising a strategy to fill nominated posts and market
committee positions before the local election
notification is issued, thereby infusing new enthusiasm
into the party cadre. Since the ruling party typically holds
an advantage in local elections, Congress intends to
fully capitalize on this favorable position.

BRS Aims for a Comeback

Following setbacks in the Assembly and Lok Sabha
elections, these local elections have become a make-or-
break issue for the BRS. KCR and KTR are preparing for
grassroots tours to win back rural voters. They have
decided to campaign extensively in villages, highlighting

issues such as the Congress government’s failure to
implement a full loan waiver, the non-disbursement of
‘Rythu Bharosa’ funds, and the diversion of local body
funds. KTR is focusing specifically on retaining strong
local leaders within the party to prevent them from
defecting to the Congress or BJP.

The Lotus Makes Inroads into Villages!

The BJP, typically strong in urban areas, is aiming to
penetrate rural areas through the upcoming local body
elections. It believes that a campaign highlighting “1,000
days of Congress failures” will be highly effective in this
effort. The party’s strategy involves seeking votes by
explaining to farmers and rural residents how the
Narendra Modi government is directly providing 15th
Finance Commission funds for the development of Gram
Panchayats. By attracting disgruntled leaders from the
Congress and BRS parties and securing victories in local
bodies through them, the BJP hopes to prove itself as the
genuine political alternative.

Election Commission Preparations

The State Election Commission is also actively preparing
for the conduct of local body elections and the
compilation of voter lists. A notification is likely to be
issued immediately after the completion of the BC
(Backward Classes) reservation enumeration and the
caste census process. The state government and the BC
Commission are moving swiftly on the crucial task of
finalizing BC reservations, a key step for conducting local
body elections (covering Gram Panchayats, MPTCs,
ZPTCs, and municipalities) in Telangana. The government
has already issued orders to conduct a comprehensive,
state-wide “door-to-door social, economic, educational,
employment, and caste survey” to facilitate a scientific
increase in the percentage of BC reservations in local
bodies. The government is committed to legally
increasing the existing reservation quota for BCs in local
bodies. The final reservation percentage will be
determined based on the accurate population data
obtained through this caste census.

New BC Commission Steps in

The newly constituted Telangana BC Commission has
been entrusted with the responsibility of studying the
backwardness and population ratio of Backward
Classes (BCs) at the grassroots level. The government
has set a deadline to finalize this report before the
notification for local body elections is issued. The
Commission is touring various districts to gather
representations and suggestions from BC associations.
In the past, courts have stayed moves to increase
reservations; therefore, to avoid legal hurdles this time,
the government is adhering to the ‘Triple Test’ criteria
mandated by the Supreme Court. As part of this process,
a dedicated commission has been established to assess
the backwardness of BCs. Based on the Commission’s
recommendations, the necessary reservation
percentages for local bodies will be determined. Care is
being taken to ensure that total reservations (combining
SC, ST, and BC categories) do not exceed the 50% limit
(or, if exceeding it becomes necessary, to prepare robust
legal and statistical data to justify it).

Political Strategy

The Congress party has clarified that, in fulfillment of
its election manifesto promises, it will ensure better
representation for BCs in local bodies and proceed with
elections only after finalizing reservation quotas.
Meanwhile, the BRS and BJP allege that the Congress
government is deliberately delaying local body elections
under the pretext of finalizing reservations. Opposition
parties are demanding that a minimum of 42%
reservation be provided for BCs. Based on the report
submitted by the BC Commission and the caste census
data, the State Cabinet will soon officially announce the
final percentage of BC reservations in local bodies.
Voter List Revision

The processes of revising the voter list and delimiting
wards for the upcoming local body elections in
Telangana have reached a critical and contentious stage.
A special revision of the voter list is currently underway
across the state. The issuance of notices to a vast number
of voters—ranging from approximately 48 lakh to 90
lakh—has caused a stir. Reports indicate that between
14% and 22% of names have been removed from the
draft list under the ‘ASDD’ categories (Absent, Shifted,

® Fierce battle of strategies
and counter-strategies
® Congress banking on its ‘1,000
days of development’
® BRS releases charge sheet
on Congress’s failures
® BJP positions itself as
the alternative
® Assembly set to become
a battleground over farm
loan waivers
® BJP launches poster campaign
targeting government failures
® Job recruitment emerges as
a crucial issue
® TGPSC set to release 15 new
job notifications
® \oter list revision still mired
in controversy
® New BC Commission steps
into action
® Ward delimitation
process underway
® Consolidation of BC votes
and caste census to determine

election outcomes

Dead, and Duplicate/Double entries). Political parties
are raising objections regarding these deletions in
several constituencies, including Hyderabad’s Old
City. Booth-level officers are conducting special
meetings to verify the details of voters who received
notices and those listed under the ‘No Mapping’
category. Following the resolution of claims and
objections raised during this revision process, the final
voter list is scheduled to be officially released on
October 19, 2026.

Ward Delimitation

The process of ward delimitation is proceeding based
on the geographical boundaries of recently merged
villages, as well as newly formed municipalities,
corporations, and panchayats. The government is
formulating fresh plans for the upcoming Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Corporation (GHMC) elections.
As part of this initiative, an exercise is underway to
reorganize wards for the proposed civic structure,
encompassing the Hyderabad, Cyberabad, and
Malkajgiri jurisdictions, with a total of 400 corporator
seats and three mayoral posts. District Panchayat
officials have been entrusted with the responsibility
of delimiting wards in rural areas based on population
ratios. Similarly, in municipalities, the mapping of
wards is being finalized by realigning voters according
to polling stations. The notification for local body
elections hinges on the completion of the voter list
revision and the government’s process regarding BC
caste enumeration and reservations.

Political Dynamics in the Districts: Erstwhile Ranga
Reddy District

The erstwhile Ranga Reddy district comprises the
current districts of Ranga Reddy, Medchal-Malkajgiri,
and Vikarabad. Union Minister G. Kishan Reddy is
focusing specifically on Vikarabad district. The BJP is
confident of achieving a clean sweep in this region
during the upcoming elections. The party is conducting
a vigorous campaign at the grassroots level,
highlighting the failures of the Congress party.
Meanwhile, the Congress is making concerted efforts
to retain its hold on the district, backed by local
ministers and MLAs.

GHMC

Political temperatures have soared as the delimitation
of wards is underway, proposing 400 corporator seats
and three mayoral posts across the Hyderabad,
Cyberabad, and Malkajgiri regions. The BJP and MIM
(AIMIM) have raised strong objections regarding the
removal of approximately 14% to 22% of voters’ names
from the draft electoral rolls (under the ASD category)
in the Hyderabad area. A four-way contest is shaping
up here among the BRS (which achieved a clean sweep
in the Assembly elections in Hyderabad), the BJP (which
gained momentum during the parliamentary
elections), the AIMIM (with its minority vote bank),
and the Congress (backed by the strength of being in
power).

Undivided Khammam and Nalgonda Districts

The Congress party holds a strong position in these
districts, represented by Agriculture Minister Tummala
Nageswara Rao and other key ministers. The party is
leveraging the ' 2 lakh farm loan waiver—which
benefited a large number of farmers in these districts—
as a major campaign tool. Meanwhile, the BRS, which
previously commanded a strong cadre, is attempting
to regain ground by highlighting issues such as
farmers who did not receive the loan waiver and
pending ‘Rythu Bharosa’ payments.

Undivided Karimnagar and Nizamabad Districts

The BJP is buoyed by its parliamentary election
victories in North Telangana. The party is actively
campaigning on the issue of the 15th Finance
Commission funds allocated by the Centre to Gram
Panchayats. Given the significant BC population in
these districts, the outcomes of the upcoming
panchayat elections will be determined by the results
of the caste census and the government’s move to
stabilize BC reservations.
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