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Hyderabad , Neti Dhathri:

With local body elections approaching in Telangana,
both Congress and BJP cadres are acting aggressively
to assert their presence on the ground. As the main
opposition party, BRS, appears to be lagging slightly,
the BJP is making concerted efforts to establish itself
as the viable alternative in the state, fueling these
escalating confrontations. The fact that the BJP has
staged such significant protests in Minister
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy’s constituency—considered
a Congress stronghold—highlights not only long-
standing animosity between the parties but also a
fierce struggle for political dominance. By repeatedly
placing opposition leaders under house arrest risks
creating the perception that the Revanth Reddy
government is stifling the opposition’s voice. However,
the government defends the police action,
maintaining it was taken solely to uphold law and
order.

Political Tension Following Nalgonda Clashes

Direct clashes between Congress and BJP cadres in
Nalgonda on the night of Monday (August 31, 2026)
have sparked intense political tension across the
state. A dispute that originated in Hyderabad spread
to Nalgonda, turning the area into a battleground.
Congress members were outraged by reports that local
BJP cadres had “purified”—by washing down—the
venue in Haldwani, Uttarakhand, where AICC President
Mallikarjun Kharge had delivered a speech. Protesting
this incident Telangana Youth Congress activists, led
by state president Jakkidi Shiva Charan Reddy, laid
siege to the BJP state office in Nampally. During the
protest, they burned an effigy of Prime Minister Modi
and smeared black ink on the BJP office’s rear gate. A
tense situation ensued, marked by scuffles and
confrontations between the Congress activists and
BJP cadres present at the scene. Led by BJP District
President Nagam Varshit Reddy, party activists stormed
the former camp office of Minister Komatireddy Venkat
Reddy in Srinagar Colony. There, they burned an effigy
of the Minister and tore down a flex banner at the
entrance. When they attempted to enter the office,
security personnel shut the gates. Enraged BJP activists
hurled eggs and tomatoes at the office before leaving
the premises. Upon learning of the attack on the
Minister’s camp office, Congress cadres gathered in
large numbers at the Clock Tower center in Nalgonda.
Congress MLC Kethavath Shankar Naik strongly
condemned the incident. In a severe retaliatory move,
over 50 activists led by Congress leader Burri Srinivas
Reddy targeted the residence of BJP District President
Nagam Varshit Reddy on Devarakonda Road. They
barged into the house while Varshit Reddy was away
and destroyed furniture and electronic appliances.
They verbally abused and physically assaulted Varshit
Reddy’s mother, Sridevi, and other family members.
Subsequently when Congress cadres attempted to lay
siege to the BJP office near the RTC bus stand BJP
activists inside bolted the doors. Amidst the ensuing
chaos, stones were pelted from the building, causing
a severe head injury to Police Constable K. Balakoti,
who was trying to maintain law and order. BJP leader
Laxman and others expressed strong outrage over the
physical assault by Congress cadres on the mother,
maternal uncle, and other family members of Varshit
Reddy. Police intervened when Congress activists
attempted to attack the BJP district office near the RTC
bus stand; a police constable sustained a severe head
injury during the ensuing scuffle. To maintain law and
order in Nalgonda town, police deployed heavy security
forces at the Minister’s camp office and BJP offices.
Amidst the attacks by Congress, Nagam Varshit Reddy
and other activists took shelter inside the BJP office,
locking the doors from within. Congress MLC Shankar
Naik demanded that the PD Act be immediately
invoked against Nagam Varshit Reddy for the attack
on the Minister’s office. A controversy that originated
at the national level (Uttarakhand) escalated into a
high-stakes political battle in Hyderabad, ultimately
leading to severe violence involving attacks on the
homes and offices of leaders from both parties in
Nalgonda.

BJP State President Ramchander Rao Placed

Under House Arrest

On Tuesday morning, BJP State President Ramchander
Rao prepared to leave Hyderabad to console the family
of Nagam Varshit Reddy—the Nalgonda BJP District
President, who had been injured in an attack by
Congress cadres the previous Monday night. The police
administration anticipated that his visit to Nalgonda

could further deteriorate the law-and-order situation
there. Consequently, a heavy police force was deployed
at his residence in Tarnaka, Hyderabad, in the early
hours of Tuesday. When he attempted to step out of his
home, the police stopped him and placed him under
house arrest. Subsequently, to prevent escalating
tensions, the police formally took him into custody.
Expressing outrage over the police detention, N.
Ramchander Rao lashed out at the Congress
government. He noted that he had been placed under
house arrest twice within a span of just three days—
first to prevent him from supporting protesting
polytechnic students, and now to stop him from visiting
Nalgonda. He questioned whether it was wrong to
express solidarity with the family of a party worker who
had been attacked. He condemned the action, stating
it was appalling to detain opposition leaders who were
visiting victims while ignoring the Congress goons who
had carried out the attacks. He lashed out, asserting
that an extremely autocratic and anti-democratic
atmosphere currently prevails in Telangana—one that
is worse than the days of the Emergency under Indira
Gandhi. Following Ramchander Rao’s arrest, the police
in Nalgonda went on high alert. Restrictions have been
imposed to prevent leaders and cadres from both parties
from moving around in groups. Special police pickets
have been set up at Minister Komatireddy Venkat
Reddy’s camp office, as well as at the BJP district office
and the residence of Nagam Varshit Reddy. Police have
registered cases and are investigating the BJP activists
who attacked the minister’s office and the Congress
cadres who vandalized Varshit Reddy’s home.

Signs of the dispute escalating statewide

Protesting the house arrest of Ramchander Rao, the BJP
has called for the burning of effigies of the Congress
government at district headquarters across Telangana.
Consequently, there are indications that this dispute
could spill over from Nalgonda and escalate into a
statewide conflict. The BJP has launched a widespread
campaign alleging a complete breakdown of law and
order in the state and accusing the Revanth Reddy
government of using the police to suppress the
opposition’s voice. Meanwhile, the BRS—the principal
opposition party in Telangana—is closely monitoring
these developments. While criticizing the Congress
party’s authoritarian attitude and noting the BJP’s
criticisms, BRS leaders allege that both national parties
are manufacturing tensions to divert attention from
genuine public issues such as loan waivers and
unemployment. Although Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
is currently visiting Delhi, he is reportedly in constant
touch with the DGP to review the law and order situation
in the state. Congress sources have made it clear that
no one—regardless of their stature—will be spared if
they attack government properties or the offices of
public representatives; the party will not hesitate to
invoke the PD Act against those who take the law into
their own hands. These clashes are transforming the
political landscape in Telangana into a direct contest
between the Congress and the BJP. While the BJP aims
to diminish the BRS’s presence and emerge as the
primary alternative force in the upcoming local body
elections, the Congress is strategically moving to firmly
curb the BJP’s aggressive stance at the grassroots level.
Meanwhile, N. Ramchander Rao, currently under house
arrest, once again took to social media to criticize the
Congress’s conduct: “On one hand, Congress leaders
speak of Rahul Gandhi’s ‘Mohabbat Ki Dukaan’ (Shop
of Love), yet on the other, they use the power of office to
orchestrate physical attacks on the homes of opposition
activists. By placing me under house arrest while | was
on my way to console the victims, the Revanth Reddy
government has effectively admitted to its own failures.
Our struggle will not cease.” The top leadership of both
parties shows no signs of easily overlooking these
grassroots-level confrontations; while the Congress
views the incident as an affront to a minister’s office,
the BJP is attempting to capitalize on the situation by
framing it as an example of the political harassment it
faces in the state.

The Changing Political Landscape of the State

Events such as the violent clashes in Nalgonda, the
siege of the BJP office in Hyderabad, and the house
arrest of Ramchander Rao are rapidly altering the
political landscape of Telangana. The BJP is successfully
conveying the message to the public that it is the true
alternative to the Congress party in the state. With the
BRS remaining silent, this presents a major opportunity
for the ‘Lotus party’ to demonstrate that it is playing
the role of the principal opposition by engaging in

street-level protests. The BJP is leveraging incidents
like the house arrest of state leader Ramchander Rao
and the vandalism of the Nalgonda district president’s
home to its advantage. These events are fostering a
sense of emotional unity among party ranks across the
state and energizing the cadre for the upcoming

elections. The BJP is gaining political mileage by
capitalizing on the sympathy generated by the fact that
Congress activists attacked a leader’s home—
specifically targeting women (the district president’s
mother) in the process.

Congress vs. BJP

These clashes have effectively transformed Telangana
politics into a direct contest between the Congress and
the BJP. Revanth Reddy’s strategy to sideline the BRS in
political discourse appears to have succeeded here.
Having been in power for over a thousand days, Congress
cadres demonstrated their strength on the ground by
making it clear that they would not tolerate attacks on
the camp office of their minister (Komatireddy).
Throughout this entire episode, the BRS has remained
a mere spectator. The media and public attention are
entirely focused on the clashes between the Congress
and the BJP. Consequently, the struggles undertaken by
the BRS regarding public issues—such as loan waivers—
are failing to gain prominence amidst this political
turmoil. If the perception takes hold among the public
that the BRS—which claims to be the principal
opposition in Telangana—is lagging behind the BJP in
grassroots agitation, it could deal an irreparable blow
to the party in the upcoming local body elections. The
BJP is successfully branding the Revanth government
as “fascist” or akin to “Emergency-era rule,” citing the
repeated house arrests of opposition leaders and
physical attacks by Congress cadres on their residences.
Occurring at a time when the government is celebrating
a thousand days of its administration, such violent
clashes—including incidents where a police constable
suffered a head injury—cast a shadow over the
government’s handling of law and order. This situation
risks generating negative sentiment among neutral
voters.

BJP Reaping Benefits

For now, the BJP is gaining political ground through these
grassroots struggles, while the BRS is struggling to
maintain its relevance. Although the Congress party has
demonstrated political dominance, it faces criticism
regarding its performance as the ruling party—
specifically concerning the maintenance of law and
order and respect for democratic values. This
“polarization politics” is set to significantly influence
the division of votes in the upcoming local body
elections. The violent clashes in Nalgonda and the
undivided South Telangana region (Khammam,
Mahabubnagar, and Nalgonda) are not merely a
temporary political uproar; they are poised to have a
long-term impact on voter mobilization in these areas,

particularly regarding the upcoming local body
elections.

Lotus Expands into Congress Stronghold

Southern Telangana, including Nalgonda, has

historically been a stronghold for the Congress or Left
(Communist) parties. The BJP has traditionally lacked a
significant vote bank or a strong grassroots cadre in
this region. By engaging in a direct confrontation—
specifically within the constituency of a top leader like
Minister Komatireddy Venkat Reddy—the BJP has
signaled its willingness to take significant risks to
strengthen its presence here. These clashes have
brought BJP cadres, who were previously low-profile,
out onto the streets. Voters who traditionally opposed
the Congress used to gravitate towards the BRS; however,
the BJP’s current aggressive stance is fostering a belief
that it alone possesses the strength to challenge the
Congress, potentially shifting that anti-Congress vote
bank toward the BJP. Politics in the undivided Nalgonda
district has revolved around the Komatireddy brothers
(Venkat Reddy and Rajagopal Reddy) for decades. The
attack on the Minister’s office posed a challenge to
their personal prestige; in response, Komatireddy’s
followers demonstrated their dominance by vandalizing
the BJP district president’s home. Yet, there is a risk
that such factionalism or violent politics could alienate
local neutral voters. Ordinary voters who desire peace
may view the overzealousness of the Congress cadre
negatively.

BRS Cadre in Disarray

The BRS suffered massive seat losses in Southern
Telangana during the last Assembly elections.
Nevertheless, the party retains a strong foothold in local

® BJP strives to prove itself as
the alternative in the state
® BJP State President Ramchander
Rao placed under house arrest
® Frequent house arrests
of opposition leaders proving
troublesome for the Revanth
government
® Controversy spreads from
Hyderabad to Nalgonda
® BRS lagging behind in this episode
® BJP attempts to gain a foothold
in the Congress stronghold
® Political landscape shifts to
a Congress vs. BJP contest
® BJP calls for the burning of
effigies across the state
® BJP attempts to escalate
the controversy statewide
® BRS adopts a ‘wait-and
-watch’ approach
® Underlying the disputeis a
strategic move for the
upcoming local body elections

bodies. With the current conflict highlighting only the
Congress and the BJP, BRS ranks and voters have been
thrown into political confusion. The BRS leadership
fears that remaining silent at the grassroots level could
risk losing its cadre to the BJP. Any resurgence of the BJP
in Southern Telangana would likely occur through the
direct splitting of BRS votes. Social equations involving
the Reddy and BC communities (particularly the Yaday,
Goud, and Mudiraj groups) are crucial in Nalgonda
politics. The BJP is aggressively propagating the
narrative at the grassroots level that Congress leaders
(specifically from the Reddy community) attacked the
residence of Nagam Varshit Reddy, the BJP’s Nalgonda
district president (who belongs to the BC community).
By framing this incident as an “attack on a BC leader by
upper-caste Congress leaders,” the BJP is strategically
attempting to woo Nalgonda’s substantial BC vote
bank—a move that is causing some concern for the
Congress. Indeed, this incident marks a turning point
in the voter dynamics of Southern Telangana. It serves
as a reminder for the Congress to be more vigilant in
protecting its stronghold, while simultaneously creating
new political space for the BJP in the region. It has also
compelled the BRS to step in immediately to prevent
the erosion of its traditional vote bank.

Strategies for Upcoming Local Elections

A closer look at the tensions that unfolded in Nalgonda
today reveals that this was not merely a spontaneous
clash; underlying it are strategic maneuvers ahead of
the upcoming local body elections (covering Gram
Panchayats, MPTCs, ZPTCs, and municipalities). For a
party to succeed in local body elections, its village-
level cadre must be highly active. Through these
confrontations, both the Congress and the BJP have
stoked political fervor among their workers. The BJP
cadre declared they would not tolerate attacks on their
leader’s home, while the Congress cadre vowed to
retaliate against attacks on their minister’s office.
These street-level skirmishes have generated political
momentum and an election-ready atmosphere for the
second-tier leaders and activists aspiring for local
seats. Both parties share a common strategy: to
transform the political landscape in Telangana into a
direct contest between the Congress and the BJP. They
intend to leverage these clashes as campaign tools for
the local elections. The Congress party will likely tell
local voters that the BJP is instigating such attacks to
undermine its “thousand days of welfare-oriented
governance.” Conversely, the BJP is likely to highlight
these incidents to portray the Congress as engaging in
“rowdyism” and to position itself as the viable
alternative in its local election manifesto. Consequently,
voters at the grassroots level are likely to become
polarized, focusing their attention on these two parties.
The BRS still maintains a strong network in the villages
of the erstwhile Nalgonda district and across southern
Telangana; the objective is to undermine that network.
In local body elections, rural voters tend to gravitate
towards the party that demonstrates active engagement
on the ground. If the perception takes hold in villages
that the BRS is falling behind in the race due to these
conflicts, there is a risk that the party’s candidates and
voters might switch allegiance to the Congress or BJP by
the time the local elections arrive. Specifically, the BJP’s
strategy for the local elections is to divert the anti-
incumbency vote away from the BRS and towards itself.
The BC Card

A major debate is already underway across the state
regarding the increase in BC (Backward Classes)
reservations and the issue of a caste census in the
context of local body elections. The BJP intends to turn
the attack launched by Congress cadres on the residence
of Nalgonda BJP District President Nagam Varshit
Reddy—who is a BC leader—into a potent campaign
weapon. To woo the BC voters, who constitute a majority
in the villages, the BJP is devising a strategy to
propagate the sentiment that “the Congress is
suppressing BC leaders using the power of office”
during its village-level campaign. To counter this
narrative, the Congress will also be compelled to field
its own local BC leaders. The political flare-up in
Nalgonda is not merely a law-and-order issue; it is a
preemptive strategic move by both the Congress and
the BJP to establish dominance ahead of the upcoming
local body elections. Both parties are leveraging these
clashes to galvanize their grassroots cadres, sideline
the BRS, and tilt social equations in their favor.
Consequently, it is evident that the impending local
electoral battle is set to become a high-stakes, head-
to-head contest.
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