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® Competence is the reason for
his growing public popularity
® A trusted lieutenant to KCR

f 2

® Elected as the MLA of Siddipet seven times

y
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Trouble-shooter
In Telangana politics—and specifically within the
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) party—Harish Rao is
regarded as a “trouble-shooter” (a strategist who
resolves complex issues). Whenever the party faced a
crisis, encountered difficult electoral situations, or
confronted stiff challenges from the opposition, Harish
Rao was the trusted commander KCR relied upon. KCR
consistently entrusted Harish Rao with the responsibility
of securing victories in numerous high-stakes by-
elections—both in the erstwhile Andhra Pradesh and
after the formation of Telangana state. In constituencies
like Narayankhed and Palair, where the Congress party
traditionally held sway, Harish Rao would camp on-site,
devise ground-level strategies, and lead the BRS (formerly
TRS) to victory with unexpectedly massive majorities.
During critical elections like Dubbaka, Huzurabad, and
Munugode—which became matters of immense prestige
for the party—he steered the party machinery through
adversity and rallied the cadre to put up a fierce fight,
even in seats that seemed on the verge of defeat. Harish
Rao would step in whenever rifts emerged among senior
leaders or when sparks of dissent flared up during ticket

allocation. He was

® Played a pivotal role in the separate statehood movement unparalleled in his ability

® Expert at igniting the Telangana sentiment

to personally engage with

® A brave leader undeterred by police lathi-charges

disgruntled leaders,
persuade them, and ensure

® Renowned as the party’s ‘trouble-shooter’

® Aninvincible force in Telangana politics

® Critiques opponents using data and statistics

they remained aligned with
the party line. He

® Rendered efficient service as a minister ® Effectively challenging the Congress party as an opposition leader ® A leader successfully taking on Revanth

Hyderabad, NetiDhathri:

Senior Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) leader and former minister
Tanniru Harish Rao is one of the top-tier leaders in Telangana
politics, known for his immense popularity and strategic acumen.
Within the BRS party, he is recognized as the leader with the
strongest mass following and command over the cadre, second
only to KCR. The role he played from the days of the Telangana
movement to the present, combined with his efficiency as a
minister, has earned him great admiration among the public.
Harish Rao began his political journey as the MLA for the Siddipet
constituency at the age of 32 (in 2004). He has emerged as an
invincible force in Telangana politics, winning the Siddipet
Assembly constituency seven consecutive times (including by-
elections) with massive majorities. He holds the national record
for being the youngest person (at age 46) to be elected as an MLA
six times. The majorities exceeding one lakh votes that he
consistently secures stand as a testament to the strong bond he
shares with the people of Siddipet. Harish Rao’s fighting spirit
during the movement for a separate Telangana state was
extraordinary. While KCR devised political strategies from Delhi,
Harish Rao spearheaded the movement on the ground in
Telangana. He led from the front in historic agitations such as the
‘Million March,” the ‘Sakala Janula Samme’ (general strike), and
‘Vanta-Varpu’ (cooking and dining on the streets). He repeatedly
resigned from his MLA post, treating the position as trivial
compared to the cause of Telangana. During the movement, he
fought with unwavering determination, undeterred by police lathi-
charges. His speeches and strategies played a pivotal role in
igniting the Telangana sentiment among the people. Harish Rao
has served as a trusted lieutenant and a constant pillar of
support—a “trouble-shooter”—for BRS chief Kalvakuntla
Chandrashekar Rao (KCR). Whenever the party faced a crisis or
encountered difficult electoral situations, Harish Rao was the first
person KCR would turn to; this is why party circles refer to him as
the “Trouble-shooter.” Regardless of shifts in internal party
dynamics or the allocation of positions, he never wavered in his
trust and loyalty towards KCR. Declaring “KCR is my mentor and
my boss,” he stood as a protective shield for KCR, effectively
countering criticisms from the opposition. As a minister, Harish
Rao demonstrated exceptional competence; whatever portfolio
he undertook, he left his distinctive mark on it.

Rare Milestones

Throughout his long political journey, Harish Rao has not only
crossed rare milestones in electoral victories but also set new
records. As a leader who has never known defeat, his electoral
track record is remarkable; he has emerged as an invincible force
by winning the Siddipet Assembly constituency seven consecutive
times—in the 2004 by-election, 2004 general election, 2008 by-
election, and the general elections of 2009, 2014, 2018, and 2023.
He holds the record for being the youngest person in India to be
elected as an MLA six times (at just 46 years of age). While securing
a majority of a few thousand votes is usually considered a
significant achievement, Harish Rao set a new benchmark by
winning the Siddipet seat with a massive margin of over 100,000
votes in both the 2014 and 2018 elections. Even in the 2023
elections, he secured a huge majority of over 82,000 votes.
Whenever the party faced critical situations or by-elections,
Harish Rao would shoulder the responsibility of ensuring victories
in other constituencies and campaign across the state. A unique
record in itself is the fact that, even without campaigning
extensively in his own constituency of Siddipet, the local people
voluntarily ensured his victory with massive majorities. A Field
Commander in the Movement

Harish Rao earned the title of “Field Commander” during the
movement for a separate Telangana state due to his extraordinary
fighting spirit and strategic acumen. While KCR devised political
strategies at the national level and held negotiations in Delhi,
Harish Rao emerged as an unparalleled leader who spearheaded
the movement on the ground in Telangana. He was adept at
devising counter-strategies whenever opposition parties or the
then-governments of the united Andhra Pradesh attempted to
suppress the movement. He mobilized the masses on a massive
scale and led from the front in historic agitations such as the
‘Million March,” ‘Sakala Janula Samme’ (General Strike), ‘Vanta-
Varpu’ (Cooking and Dining on the Road), and ‘Rail Roko.” He was a
fearless leader undeterred by lathi-charges or legal cases.
Throughout the movement, he marched forward boldly and
unflinchingly, despite the numerous restrictions and lathi-charges
imposed by the police. He faced hundreds of police cases and
arrests, never hesitating to go to jail or organize protests in the
dead of night. Whenever an activist faced trouble or was arrested
by the police, Harish Rao would personally appear at the scene;
he would go directly to police stations to secure their release. It
was this very quality that made him one of the most beloved
leaders among the activists of the movement. His speeches
played a pivotal role in clearly explaining to the grassroots public
the discrimination by the rulers of the united state and the
injustices Telangana faced regarding water, funds, and
employment. Whenever KCR issued a call to articulate Telangana’s
aspirations or convey the intensity of the movement to the Centre,
he would resign from his MLA post within minutes and take the
cause directly to the people. In short, Harish Rao was a commander
who worked like a soldier on the ground, ensuring the flame of the
Telangana movement reached every village and every heart.
Pivotal Role in the Million March and the ‘Sakala Janula Samme’
Harish Rao played an extraordinary role in the ‘Million March’
(March 10, 2011) and the ‘Sakala Janula Samme’ (General Strike;
September 13, 2011)—events that stand as milestones in the
history of the Telangana movement. Defying the harsh restrictions
imposed by the then Seemandhra government and the police, he
led from the front, acting as both a strategist and a valiant soldier
on the ground. The Telangana JAC had called for a ‘Million March’
to be held at Tank Bund in Hyderabad on March 10, 2011. By that
time, the entire city had been transformed into a fortress, teeming
with thousands of police personnel and barricades. Police
arrested Harish Rao at Khairatabad Junction and were
transporting him in a police jeep to prevent him from reaching the
venue. However, he cleverly jumped out of the moving jeep and
escaped when it halted at a traffic signal. After escaping, he hitched
a ride on a stranger’s bike to reach the vicinity of Hussain Sagar
Lake. There, he boarded a small speedboat (Jet Ski) and, bypassing
police cordons via the water route, sped directly toward Tank Bund.

His dramatic appearance on Tank Bund—right when the police had
surrounded the area—infused the activists with unexpected
enthusiasm and courage. The media and movement circles hailed
Harish Rao as the “Million March Hero” for the courage he
displayed on that day. The ‘Sakala Janula Samme’ (General Strike
of All People), which began on September 13, 2011, and continued
indefinitely for 42 days, shook the entire nation. Harish Rao played
a pivotal role in ensuring the success of this prolonged strike at
the grassroots level. His tireless efforts on the ground were
instrumental in the success of the ‘Janagarjana’ meeting held in
Karimnagar on September 12—the day before the strike began—
which drew a crowd of nearly one million people. He maintained
constant dialogue with the leaders of various groups—including
RTC workers, Singareni coal miners, government employees,
teachers, lawyers, and the general public—to mobilize them for
the strike. Harish Rao personally toured the districts to ensure
the success of protests such as ‘Rail Roko’ and ‘Vanta-Varpu’
(cooking and dining on the streets) across Telangana. When the
government attempted to intimidate employees by invoking the
ESMA (Essential Services Maintenance Act), he stood by them and
ensured that the spirit of the movement remained undiminished.
Loyalty to KCR

Despite the shifting political landscape and changing equations
in Telangana, the loyalty and unwavering integrity demonstrated
by T. Harish Rao towards Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) chief
Kalvakuntla Chandrashekar Rao (KCR) stand out as a rarity. At a
time when switching parties and criticizing leaders for personal
gain is commonplace in politics, Harish Rao has consistently
displayed steadfast commitment to KCR. Following the formation
of the Telangana state, various changes occurred within both the
party and the government. Speculation was rife that Harish Rao’s
prominence was waning, particularly with KTR’s entry into active
politics, his appointment as the party’s Working President, and
his growing influence within the government. Opposition parties
and the media sought to exploit this narrative, devising numerous
strategies to drive a wedge between Harish Rao and the party. Yet,
Harish Rao never publicly voiced any discontent. Affirming that
“KCR is my political mentor and my boss; | will abide by whatever
decision he takes,” he played a crucial role in preventing any rift
within the party ranks. Regarding the opposition’s tactics, rival
parties would frequently claim during elections that Harish Rao
had been treated unfairly and hinted at welcoming him into their
fold; Harish Rao would invariably counter these claims with sharp,
effective rebuttals. “I hold a place in KCR’s heart; no one can
separate me from him”—asserting this, he has never deviated
from the party line. Whether the party was in power or is currently
in the opposition, he has meticulously fulfilled only those
responsibilities assigned by KCR. Following the 2018 early
elections, Harish Rao did not initially receive a ministerial post in
the newly formed government; for nearly nine months, he served
merely as a regular MLA. Typically, a top-tier leader might express
dissent if denied a ministerial position, but during those nine
months, Harish Rao focused on the development of Siddipet and
worked tirelessly to ensure the victory of party candidates in the
Lok Sabha elections. In recognition of this quiet loyalty, KCR later
entrusted him with key responsibilities, such as the Finance
portfolio. Whenever the opposition attacked KCR’s administration
or his family, Harish Rao stood at the forefront as a protective
shield, effectively countering those criticisms. He has always been
proactive in presenting strong arguments—both inside and
outside the Assembly—to safeguard KCR’s reputation. This
dedication and loyalty toward the leadership and the party have
earned Harish Rao immense respect among the cadre.

A Mentor-Protégé Bond

The relationship between KCR and Harish Rao in Telangana politics
transcends the mere bond of uncle and nephew; it is a robust
political bond between a mentor and his protégé. The political
journey shared by these two leaders—spanning nearly twenty-
five years from the inception of the BRS party to the present—has
withstood numerous ups and downs and remains incredibly
robust. KCR is the primary reason behind Harish Rao’s entry into
and rise within politics. When KCR founded the TRS (now BRS) party
in 2001, a young Harish Rao handled the party’s behind-the-scenes
operations. In 2004, when KCR resigned as the Siddipet MLA to
contest the Karimnagar MP seat, he fielded Harish Rao in the
Siddipet by-election as his political successor. KCR personally
mentored Harish Rao in political nuances, strategies, public
relations, and public speaking; consequently, Harish Rao has
always revered KCR as his “political guru.” During the statehood
movement, while KCR was in Delhi negotiating with national
leaders, he entrusted Harish Rao with the full responsibility of
ensuring the movement’s momentum did not wane within the
state. Harish Rao never betrayed KCR'’s trust; he acted as a reliable
lieutenant who would flawlessly execute KCR’s strategies on the
ground with 100% success. However, following the formation of
Telangana—and particularly as the political prominence of KTR
and Kavitha grew—there was widespread speculation in the
media and among opposition parties that KCR was sidelining
Harish Rao. Harish Rao has always conducted himself with great
maturity whenever such speculation arose. Without ever making
a slip of the tongue or violating party discipline, he quietly focused
on his work. On one occasion, KCR himself put an end to the criticism
by stating, “Harish Rao is my own flesh and blood; he is my nephew.
Some people are deliberately trying to sow discord between us. |
am well aware of the hard work Harish Rao puts in for the party.”
KCR has immense faith in Harish Rao’s work ethic and competence.
That is why he consistently entrusted Harish Rao with the state’s
most critical and challenging responsibilities. As the Irrigation
Minister, Harish Rao was given charge of the Kaleshwaram
project—the lifeline of Telangana. He was also entrusted with the
Finance portfolio to stabilize the state’s economy and the Health
portfolio to ensure medical care for the poor following crises like
the COVID-19 pandemic. Whenever KCR had a vision, Harish Rao
would translate it into remarkable reality. Even now, with the BRS
party in the opposition following its electoral defeat, Harish Rao
continues to stand firmly by KCR’s side. At a time when the party
cadre is disheartened, he is striving to sustain the party by acting
as a key voice for BRS—both in the Assembly and among the
public—under KCR’s guidance. In an era where even close family
members often resort to backstabbing for the sake of political
power, the bond between KCR and Harish Rao stands as a
testament to a rare and enduring political relationship.
Exceptional Competence as a Minister

Following the formation of Telangana state, T. Harish Rao handled
some of the most critical and challenging portfolios in Chief
Minister KCR’s cabinet. Regardless of the department he led, he
did not confine himself to the office; instead, he constantly toured
the field and kept officials on their toes, demonstrating
exceptional competence. As the Irrigation Minister, his initiative
to transform parched Telangana lands into lush, fertile fields was
historic. Harish Rao played an unparalleled role in the construction
of the Kaleshwaram Project—the world’s largest multi-stage lift
irrigation scheme. He ensured the project was completed in record
time by resolving land acquisition issues, securing forest
clearances, and personally supervising the work while staying at
the project sites day and night. He brilliantly implemented
“Mission Kakatiya,” a historic scheme to restore over 46,000 tanks
in rural Telangana. This initiative raised groundwater levels and
transformed the rural economy. As Finance Minister (2019-2023),
he demonstrated his intellectual acumen in the efficient
management of the state’s financial resources. The budget was
formulated to ensure there was no shortage of funds for the
Telangana government’s flagship welfare schemes, such as Rythu
Bandhu, Dalit Bandhu, and Aasara pensions. He vigorously
advocated in Delhi for the state’s due share of taxes and grants
from the Central Government. Even during the economic
slowdown and the COVID-19 pandemic, he maintained fiscal
discipline by balancing the state’s revenue and expenditure. As
the Minister for Health and Medical Services (2021-2023)—
assuming office during the critical period following the COVID-19
crisis—Harish Rao brought about revolutionary changes in the
public healthcare sector. He upgraded the infrastructure of
government hospitals like Osmania and Gandhi. He expanded ‘T-
Diagnostics’ services across the state, providing free medical tests
to the poor. He successfully operated hundreds of ‘Basti
Dawakhanas’ (neighborhood clinics) in Hyderabad and other cities
to provide free medical care to the urban poor right at their
doorsteps. Fulfilling KCR’s vision of establishing a government
medical college in every district of Telangana, he launched new
medical colleges at a record pace and made thousands of MBBS
seats available.

Distinctive Work Style

His unique style involved starting field inspections or
teleconferences with officials as early as 6:00 AM. He possesses
remarkable administrative acumen, ensuring issues are resolved
immediately rather than letting files languish. He would often
share meals with the engineers and workers at project sites,
boosting their morale and accelerating the pace of work.
Ultimately, Harish Rao has earned a special place in the hearts of
the people—not merely as a politician, but as a highly capable
administrator who steered every government department
entrusted to him toward success. As the then-Minister for
Irrigation, he played a pivotal role in fast-tracking the
Kaleshwaram Project—recognized as the world’s largest multi-
stage lift irrigation project—to completion in record time. While
the construction of such massive projects typically spans decades,
Harish Rao ensured the completion of major barrages and pump
houses within just three years, readying the project for
inauguration by 2019. He personally supervised the construction
of the Gayatri Pump House (Ramadugu), the largest underground
pump house in Asia, and oversaw the successful installation of
massive ‘Bahubali’ motors, each with a capacity of 139
megawatts. He established a system to efficiently utilize
approximately 240 TMC of water through three major barrages—
Medigadda, Annaram, and Sundilla—constructed across the
Godavari River. Through this project, the strategy to stabilize the
existing command area while providing water to approximately
18.25 lakh acres of new command area was successfully
implemented. Harish Rao stayed overnight at the project sites,
conducted regular reviews with engineers, and swiftly resolved
issues regarding forest and environmental clearances.

After assuming charge of the Health Department in 2021, Harish
Rao completely transformed public perception regarding
government hospitals. With the goal of establishing a government
medical college in every district of Telangana, he inaugurated a
record number of colleges; this led to a massive increase in MBBS
seats across the state, making medical education accessible to
local students from underprivileged backgrounds. Expansion of
‘Basti Dawakhanas’: To provide free, corporate-standard
healthcare to the urban poor, hundreds of ‘Basti Dawakhanas’
(neighborhood clinics) were established across Hyderabad and
the rest of the state, offering free consultations and approximately
56 types of diagnostic tests at no cost. To spare the poor from
spending thousands of rupees at private laboratories, he
introduced reforms by setting up state-of-the-art ‘T-Diagnostics’
hubs in district centers, enabling the government to conduct over
130 types of tests for free. Leveraging the ‘KCR Kit" scheme
effectively, he modernized infrastructure and maternity wards in
government hospitals, resulting in a record rise in the number of
deliveries performed in public healthcare facilities. He laid a
strong foundation for increasing the financial coverage limit under
the ‘Aarogyasri’ scheme, ensuring support for the destitute when
facing major illnesses. Furthermore, he strengthened institutions
like NIMS, Gandhi, and Osmania hospitals and developed the
necessary infrastructure to perform complex procedures—such
as kidney and liver transplants—free of cost in government
hospitals, services that would otherwise cost lakhs of rupees in
the corporate sector. Leadership Qualities

Thanneeru Harish Rao has established himself as a distinguished
public leader in Telangana politics, thanks to his extraordinary
leadership qualities and unique style. He earned this level of
popularity not merely through the positions he held, but through
the bond he forged with the people at the grassroots level. Harish
Rao possesses a remarkable memory, enabling him to recognize
and address thousands of party workers in his constituency—as
well as key leaders across the state—by name. He responds
immediately whenever he learns that a party worker is in distress.
Staying constantly among the people and directly understanding
their joys and hardships is an integral part of his daily routine. It is
this very trait that has fostered enduring respect for him among
the party ranks. Harish Rao’s day begins as early as 6:00 AM; he
personally receives representations from the hundreds of people
who visit his residence. A distinctive aspect of his work ethic is
that, while serving as a minister, he would spend the day inspecting
hospitals and projects or conducting reviews, travel through the

possessed an extraordinary knack for identifying
factional politics within constituencies and resolving
them before the elections began. He was a master at
anticipating opposition strategies well in advance and
turning their own tactics against them. He is adept at
attracting key leaders from other parties to the BRS fold
and winning over neutral voters. Whenever opposition
parties like the Congress and BJP levelled criticisms
against the government during the BRS’s tenure in power,
KCR would put Harish Rao at the forefront. He would
silence the opposition by responding to their queries
regarding the budget or projects with comprehensive
statistics and concrete evidence. Even now, with the party
in the opposition, he continues to serve as its principal
“trouble-shooter,” articulating sharp arguments against
the Congress government in the Assembly on behalf of
the BRS.

night, and be ready to tour another district by the following
morning. Observing his tireless dedication, KCR himself praised
him, describing him as a leader who had surpassed even himself.
Harish Rao emerges as an astute strategist whenever the party
faces political crises or critical elections. He displays remarkable
strategic acumen in pacifying disgruntled leaders, anticipating and
countering opponents’ moves, and mobilizing the party machinery
right down to the booth level on polling days. Whether in the
Assembly or at press conferences, Harish Rao does not merely
engage in political rhetoric; he substantiates every point with
precise statistics and evidence. He effectively counters opposition
criticism by leveraging his profound understanding of financial
matters and irrigation projects. Even while in the opposition, his
critiques of the Congress government are always backed by facts.
Harish Rao has not only advanced his own political career but has
also actively nurtured numerous young activists and second-rung
leaders. He acts as an excellent mentor, entrusting key
responsibilities to young leaders during elections and grooming
them into capable figures. His tireless dedication to the people—
regardless of whether he is in power—his unwavering support for
party workers, and his exceptional administrative competence
have established Harish Rao as a charismatic leader in Telangana
politics.

Active Role in Opposition

Following the 2023 elections, as the Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
moved out of power and into the opposition, T. Harish Rao has
been playing a highly active and strategic role as the Deputy
Leader of the BRS Legislature Party. Rather than engaging in mere
political rhetoric, Harish Rao holds the government accountable
by citing concrete evidence, Government Orders (GOs), and official
statistics. He consistently corners the government on issues such
as the incomplete implementation of the promised loan waiver
and ground-level problems like urea shortages and power supply
disruptions. He highlights how the government is causing distress
to farmers and common citizens by deliberately placing their
private lands on the ‘prohibited 22A list’; he supports these claims
with evidence-based PowerPoint presentations and devises
strategies for state-wide protests. He strongly opposes the delay
in releasing fee reimbursement funds for 30 lakh students and the
introduction of the controversial GO 97, which adversely affects
polytechnic students. Harish Rao vehemently criticizes the
government for stifling the opposition’s voice—citing instances
where microphones were cut off inside the Assembly—and
accuses it of turning the House into a “Kaurava Sabha” (an unjust
assembly). He also raised a strong protest within the Assembly
regarding the police’s high-handed behavior towards BRS women
MLAs (Sabitha Indra Reddy and Sunitha Laxma Reddy) at the
Assembly gates. They are displaying an aggressive stance both
inside and outside the House, alleging that the government is
resorting to suspensions without engaging in discussion. They are
intensifying the political heat by joining BRS MLAs—clad in black T-
shirts—in an attempt to lay siege to the Assembly to expose the
government’s failures. Harish Rao has initiated a challenge-based
political strategy by directly targeting Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy. Responding to Revanth Reddy’s remark that he would offer
a ministerial post to anyone who defeats the BRS in Siddipet,
Harish Rao issued a counter-challenge: “If Revanth Reddy has the
courage, he should come to Siddipet and contest against me
directly, rather than fielding a Congress candidate.” This move has
significantly boosted the morale of the party cadre. He is taking
strategic steps to prepare the party’s second-tier leadership and
the rank-and-file—who were disheartened following the party’s
electoral defeat—for future elections. With an eye on the
upcoming local body and municipal elections, he is activating the
party machinery by establishing BRS offices in every ward in areas
like Siddipet. He is guiding grassroots-level committees and
alerting Booth Level Agents (BLAs) to ensure that the votes of BRS
supporters are not removed during the ‘Special Intensive Revision’
(SIR) process being jointly undertaken by the central and state
governments. In his current role as part of the opposition, Harish
Rao is moving beyond a merely ‘reactive’ stance; instead, he is
implementing a ‘proactive’ strategy to identify the Congress
government’s shortcomings early and bring them to the public’s
attention. His strategies have become crucial in steering the BRS
party alongside KTR during this challenging period.



-Yogl Adltyanath’s haIImark selfless devotlon at T|rumala

Hyderabad , NetiDhathri :

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath visited
Lord Sri Venkateswara Swamy at Tirumala—known as
the ‘Vaikuntha of Kali Yuga’—on the 7th of this month.
This visit further ignited the spiritual sentiments within
him. His tour reflected the cultural and spiritual bond
between North and South India. As a Peethadhipati
(head of a monastery) and an ascetic, Yogi Adityanath
was deeply influenced by the divine spiritual energy
present on the Tirumala hills. He described the
Tirumala shrine as a supremely sacred divine abode,
radiating spiritual consciousness and the very presence
of Lord Sri Hari. He remarked that the magnificent
darshan of the Lord, the cleanliness within the temple,
the disciplined management of the queue lines, and
the pervasive atmosphere of devotion on the hills
brought immense peace and spiritual ecstasy to his
mind. He specifically commended the Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD)—which serves millions of
devotees continuously and leads the way in
propagating Hindu Sanatana Dharma—for its excellent
arrangements and the Nitya Annadanam (perpetual
free food distribution) division. Drawing a parallel
between Uttar Pradesh (the land of Shiva and Rama)
and Andhra Pradesh (the land of Venkateswara), Yogi
Adityanath highlighted the elements that spiritually
connect North and South India. He recalled the
immense efforts made centuries ago by Jagadguru Sri
Ramanujacharya to spiritually unite North and South
India, noting that we are continuing that same legacy
today. While Uttar Pradesh is the sacred land where
Lord Sri Rama and Lord Shiva (Kashi Vishwanath) are
enshrined, Andhra Pradesh is the divine land where
Lord Venkateswara—an embodiment of Lord Maha
Vishnu—resides. He expressed his happiness at having
the privilege of participating in the Shobha Yatra
(procession) of Lord Rama and Lord Hanuman,
organized at Tirumala in accordance with the
Ramanujacharya tradition. Yogi Adityanath revealed
that he performed special prayers in the sanctum of
Lord Venkateswara, seeking blessings for the
prosperity, unity, and continued progress of Uttar
Pradesh—blessed by Kashi Vishwanath—Andhra
Pradesh—abode of the Kali Yuga deity Lord
Venkateswara—and the entire nation. Thus, the divine
atmosphere of Tirumala not only ignited the fire of
devotion within him as a Yogi but also strengthened
the cultural bond that unites India through Sanatana
Dharma.

A Supreme Spiritual Experience

Yogi Adityanath’s visit to Tirumala was a supreme
spiritual experience, marking the awakening of divine
energy within the soul of an ascetic. When Chief
Ministers deeply engrossed in politics visit Tirumala,
the spectacle often overshadows true devotion.
However, when a Chief Minister who is also an ascetic—
constantly connected to the divine—uvisits the Lord,
the radiance of spiritual wisdom shines through far
more brightly than any material display. Those
immersed in worldly attachments cannot truly perceive
this. Therefore, Yogi Adityanath’s visit was not merely
a physical journey; for a leader who guides society
along the path of Dharma as the head of a spiritual
institution, the presence of Lord Venkateswara—the
deity of the Kali Yuga—bestowed a renewed sense of
inspiration and inner awakening. Let us examine, from
a spiritual perspective, how the divine atmosphere of
Tirumala influenced the ascetic spirit within him. An
ascetic typically remains immersed in constant
contemplation of the Divine, far removed from the
clamour of the external world. Yet, upon stepping into

e UP CM Yogi Adityanath has a divine darshan of Lord Balaji at Tirumala

® From the blessings of Kashi Vishwanath to the sanctum of Lord Venkateswara...

® Yogi walks through the queue lines like an ordinary devotee

e From the land of Rama and Shiva to the abode of Vishnu...

® Yogi experiences spiritual peace at Tirumala
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the sacred abode of Tirumala—the Ananda Nilayam—
Yogi Adityanath was deeply captivated by the profound
silence amidst the throngs of hundreds of thousands of
devotees, as well as by the palpable divine energy. The
moment he beheld the form of the Lord in the sanctum
sanctorum, the spirit of penance within him was further
ignited. It was a sacred experience that transcended
mere external rituals, leading to the merging of the
individual soul with the Supreme Soul. Regarding the
principle of non-difference between Shiva and Vishnu:
inthe Indian Sanatana Dharma, there is no distinction
between Shiva and Keshava. While Lord Shiva—the
Destroyer—bestows grace upon devotees in the form
of Kashi Vishwanath in Uttar Pradesh, Lord Vishnu—
the Preserver—resides as Srinivasa in Tirumala, Andhra
Pradesh. By drawing a comparison between these two
regions, Yogi Adityanath highlighted India’s magnificent
spiritual unity.

Symbols of Sustenance and Dissolution

If Kashi symbolizes the power of dissolution (Laya),
Tirumala represents the power of protection and
sustenance. He expressed his inner conviction that the
confluence of these two forces embodies the

completeness of Sanatana Dharma. Sri
Ramanujacharya had long ago established a cultural
bridge between North and South India; there is a
profound spiritual truth behind Yogi Adityanath recalling
that legacy on the sacred soil of Tirumala. He reminded
the world once again that, despite geographical
boundaries, the devotion to the Divine residing in the
hearts of the people remains one and the same. This
comparative analysis—offered not merely as a Chief
Minister but as a Yogi—lends spiritual strength to the
nation’s integrity. The spiritual fire kindled at Tirumala
is not for personal gratification alone. Leaders require
immense mental fortitude to uphold Dharma and
maintain peace and order in society. This visit makes it
evident that the Darshan of the Lord (Srivaru) bestowed
that divine energy upon Adityanath, empowering him
to move forward in public service with even greater
resolve.

Yogi Adityanath is a dedicated practitioner of the Nath
tradition (worshippers of Lord Shiva). Conversely, Lord
Venkateswara of Tirumala stands as the embodiment
of the path of devotion (Bhakti) and total surrender
(Prapatti). The spiritual fire here lies in an ardent yoga
practitioner immersing himself in the ocean of sublime
devotion. This visit stands as a testament to how the
soul shines even brighter when the paths of Jnana Yoga
(knowledge) and Bhakti Yoga (devotion) converge. The
Tirumala hills are not merely rocky formations; they
are Sheshadri—the embodiment of Adishesha. Over
millennia, the prayers and chanting of mantras by
millions of devotees have created a powerful divine

aura in the atmosphere. If an
ordinary person finds peace of
mind there, itis hardly surprising
that the spiritual vibrations
would further ignite the inner
spiritual fire of a Yogi dedicated
to constant mantra practice. A
Yogi never prays for personal
gain. The confluence of Uttar
Pradesh (the land of Shiva) and
Andhra Pradesh (the land of
Vishnu) signifies a powerful
synergy: while the force of
dissolution (Shiva) eradicates
injustice and wrongdoing in
society, the force of preservation
(Vishnu) protects the people and
bestows prosperity and well-
being. The union of these two
forces forms the cornerstone of

i

national security and universal welfare.

The Procession: A Magnificent Spiritual Event

The Shobha Yatra (ceremonial procession) of Lord Sri
Rama, held during Yogi Adityanath’s visit to the Tirumala
shrine, proved to be a magnificent spiritual event. Itis
noteworthy that the day of Yogi Adityanath’s visit
coincided with the Punarvasu Nakshatra. On the
occasion of Punarvasu—the birth star of SriRama—a
special procession was held at the Tirumala temple
featuring the processional deities of Sri Ramachandra
Swamy, accompanied by Sita and Lakshmana. About a
thousand years ago, Jagadguru Sri Ramanujacharya
established the distinguished tradition of conducting
festivals for Sri Rama and Hanuman alongside the
regular services to Lord Venkateswara at Tirumala. Yogi
Adityanath expressed immense joy at having the
privilege of personally witnessing this procession, which
is part of that long-standing tradition. Having played a
pivotal role in the movement to construct the SriRama
temple in Ayodhya, Yogi Adityanath viewed it as a
profound divine sign to behold the divine forms of Sri
Rama—the embodiment of righteousness (Maryada
Purushottam)—and Hanuman in the procession at
Tirumala on the same day he worshipped Lord
Venkateswara, the deity of the Kali Yuga. As Yogi
Adityanath entered the temple through the
Vaikuntham Queue Complex alongside ordinary
devotees and during the procession, thousands of
devotees present there enthusiastically raised loud
slogans of “Jai Sri Ram” and “Bharat Mata Ki Jai” upon
seeing him. During this sacred procession, the Tirumala
Pedda Jeeyar Swamy and Chinna Jeeyar Swamy, along
with the temple’s chief priest Venugopala Dikshitulu,
participated and accorded traditional honors to Yogi
Adityanath. Through this procession, Yogi Adityanath
lauded the profound spiritual bond connecting the
divine spirit of Lord Sri Rama of Ayodhya in the North
with the grandeur of Lord Sri Venkateswara of Tirumala
in the South.

A Departure from Celebrity Publicity Stunts

When comparing Yogi Adityanath’s visit to the Tirumala
shrine with those of other prominent figures—such as
politicians, film stars, and industrialists—who often visit
merely for visibility or publicity, a clear and profound
spiritual distinction emerges. On one hand, there are
visits driven by material gains and image-building; on
the other, there is a spiritual journey rooted in inner
consciousness and the preservation of Sanatana
Dharma. Typical celebrities prioritize personal desires—
such as the success of a film, business profits, or electoral

® No publicity, but contemplation of the Supreme Soul is what matters

victory—or simply seek publicity. They focus largely
on posing for cameras and moving through the
premises as quickly as possible under VIP protocol.
While their visits generate glamour and media buzz,
they rarely convey a significant spiritual message
to society; they offer their prayers and depart
immediately, paying little attention to the temple’s
institutional systems. In contrast, Yogi Adityanath
visited not merely as a Chief Minister, but as a
Sanyasi (ascetic) and Peethadhipati (pontiff),
prioritizing the welfare of the world, the prosperity
of the nation, and the unity of Sanatana Dharma.
He conducted himself with the humility of an
ordinary devotee and, within the sanctum
sanctorum, immersed himself in the experience of
the divine with eyes closed, much like a spiritual
seeker. Yogi Adityanath’s visit kindles the fire of
devotion among the faithful and reminds the nation
of India’s spiritual heritage. It is noteworthy that
he personally inspected and commended the
temple’s cleanliness, the management of pilgrim
crowds, and the operations of the Nitya Annadanam
scheme (which provides meals to over 1.5 lakh
people). Often, the pomp and pageantry
surrounding visiting film stars or industrialists reflect
their ego; yet, despite being the Chief Minister of
the country’s largest state, Yogi Adityanath walked
alongside ordinary devotees through the
Vaikuntham Queue Complex to reach the Lord’s
sanctum. This exemplifies the ascetic philosophy
that all are equal before the Divine. While ordinary
celebrities might pray for their movies to succeed
or their businesses to grow—a form of devotion
driven by personal desire (Sakama Bhakti)—this
Yogi’s visit reflected a higher spiritual consciousness
(Nishkama Bhakti); he honored the cultural legacy
of Jagadguru Sri Ramanujacharya and envisioned a
stronger bond between North and South India.
Wealthy individuals and film stars often view the
grandeur of Tirumala merely as a tourist destination
oraritualistic obligation; however, for someone like
Yogi Adityanath—who is deeply immersed in the
Nath tradition of yogic practice—the divine
vibrations of the Tirumala hills are a tangible, lived
experience. That is why he immersed himself in the
Sri Rama procession there just like an ordinary
devotee. In this way, while visits by prominent
figures seeking publicity amount to mere “external
fanfare,” Yogi Adityanath’s visit was characterized
by “inner silence and spiritual consciousness.”
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