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pushing the schemes into legal disputes. Congress
leaders remarked that BRS leaders—who had kept
funds pending and failed to release them on time
while in power—were now staging protests on the
streets solely to maintain their political relevance.
The ministers reiterated that the government is
formulating plans to provide one tulam of gold in
addition to financial assistance to ‘Kalyana Lakshmi’
beneficiaries, in accordance with election manifesto
promises, and emphasized that there is no question
of backing out of this commitment. However, they
noted that the process is currently on hold dueto a
court stay and stated that the modalities would be
finalized once the stay is lifted.

Will Legal Status Be Granted?
There is interesting discussion within political and

O legal circles regarding the possibility of the Congress

® BRS protests for the implementation of these schemes e BJP adopts a two-pronged strategy

government granting statutory status to the
‘Kalyana Lakshmi’ and ‘Shaadi Mubarak’ schemes
during the upcoming Assembly session in September.
Notably, in the past—when controversies arose over
the diversion of SC/ST funds in the erstwhile Andhra
Pradesh—granting statutory status had provided a
guarantee for those funds. The government is now
considering applying the same strategy to the
Kalyana Lakshmi scheme. Chief Minister Revanth

® KTR questions why the government failed to file a
counter-affidavit regarding the High Court stay

® BRS alleges the government intends to scrap these
schemes one way or another

® Congress maintains it will not cancel the scheme

® Provision of ‘tulam’ gold has become a financial burden

® Possibility of introducing a bill during

the September Assembly session

e Congress counters, blaming

BRS for failing to enact a law

e Approval certain if introduced in
the Assembly
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situation  has
intensified as the Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) calls
for state-wide protests against the Congress
government over the stalled implementation of the
Kalyana Lakshmi and Shaadi Mubarak schemes. It is
well known that the Telangana High Court has issued
an interim stay on these schemes. BRS Working
President KTR alleged that despite the court extending
the deadline four times in this case, the Congress
government failed to file a counter-affidavit. He lashed
out, stating that this stay order was a result of the
government’s negligence. The BRS alleges that the
government is conspiring to completely scrap these
schemes—which provide immense support to poor
women—Dby using the court’s verdict as a pretext. KTR
criticized the Congress for attempting to shelve the
scheme to evade the promise made during the
elections to provide a tulam (10 grams) of gold in
addition to the Kalyana Lakshmi financial assistance.
BRS leader R.S. Praveen Kumar alleged that funds are
not being released, even though thousands of poor
families who have already applied have been making
rounds of government offices for months awaiting their
cheques. He demanded the immediate clearance of
pending applications. BRS cadres staged dharnas and
protest demonstrations at all constituency
headquarters and mandal offices across Telangana.
The BRS women’s wing held a unique protest at
Hyderabad’s Tank Bund; displaying images from the
famous ‘chicken scene’ in the movie Aha Naa Pellanta,
they mocked the Congress party’s unfulfilled promise
of providing a tulam of gold. The leadership called upon
the cadre to confront Congress leaders in every village
and ward regarding the Kalyana Lakshmi and Shaadi
Mubarak funds. Government Fails to File Counter-
Affidavit.

The primary reason for the High Court granting an
interim stay on the implementation of the ‘Kalyana
Lakshmi’ and ‘Shaadi Mubarak’ schemes in Telangana
is the Congress government’s failure to file a counter-
affidavit on time. Political and legal circles hold differing
opinions regarding the reasons behind the
government’s hesitation or delay in this matter. The
previous BRS government had introduced these
schemes solely through eight Government Orders
(GOs) rather than enacting specific legislation or passing
a resolution in the Assembly. Advocate Vijay Gopal
had filed a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) in the High
Court, alleging violations of constitutional provisions
(Articles 202, 204, and 266) concerning the utilization
of budget funds. It is speculated that government
counsel may have required more time to prepare a
robust response to these technical and legal
complexities.

BRS Allegations
The opposition BRS party—specifically Working

® Government attempts to reduce the financial load

President KTR—alleges that the Congress
government has a deliberate strategy behind this
delay. Congress had promised—as part of its election
manifesto—to provide beneficiaries of the ‘Kalyana
Lakshmi’ scheme with '1,00,116 in cash along with
one tula of gold. BRS alleges that, unable to bear this
additional financial burden, the government
intentionally delayed filing the counter-affidavit to
use the court stay as a pretext to shelve the scheme.
Leaders like former Minister Satyavathi Rathod have
alleged that the Revanth Reddy government acted
negligently with the specific intent of undermining
the significance of these prestigious welfare schemes
introduced by former CM KCR. Reports indicate that
the state’s financial position is under severe strain
due to schemes like free bus travel and ‘Mahalakshmi’
currently being implemented in Telangana, and that
the High Court had previously expressed concern
regarding the financial burden of such freebie
schemes. Analysts believe that the court’s stay—
which led to a temporary halt in the payment
process—may have been partly prompted by this lack
of funds. After the government requested more time
to file its counter-affidavit, the bench led by Justice
N.V. Shravan Kumar ordered a halt to the
disbursement of funds to beneficiaries under these
schemes and adjourned the next hearing to
September 9, 2026. The BRS is demanding that the
government file a robust counter-affidavit before the
next hearing and safeguard these schemes.

BJP’s Dual Response

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has responded in its
characteristic style to the High Court’s stay on the
‘Kalyana Lakshmi’ and ‘Shaadi Mubarak’ schemes and
the Congress government’s stance on the matter.
The BJP is employing a dual strategy, criticizing both
the Congress government and the opposition BRS
party regarding this issue. BJP leaders alleged that
the Congress government failed miserably to file a
counter-affidavit in court. They expressed anger,
stating that the financial assistance intended for the
weddings of daughters from poor families has been
halted due to the negligence of the government’s
legal team. The BJP criticized the Revanth Reddy
government for hiding behind the court stay, alleging
thatitis unable to fulfill the “tulam of gold” promise
made during the elections and cannot bear the
associated financial burden. It further alleged that
the Congress has no intention of continuing these
schemes. While the BJP has long welcomed the
‘Kalyana Lakshmi’ scheme, it criticizes the ‘Shaadi
Mubarak’ scheme, arguing that it was introduced
based on religious grounds for the sake of vote-bank

Reddy has already challenged BRS leaders to attend
the Assembly session scheduled for September. The
next hearing for this case in the High Court is set for
September 9. By introducing the bill in the Assembly
either before or during the court proceedings, the
Congress party could demonstrate to both the court
and the public its commitment to social welfare. If
the bill is introduced, the opposition parties—BRS
and BJP—would be unable to oppose it. Moreover,
this presents an excellent opportunity for Congress

e Welfare should be a poor person’s right, not government charity

politics. The BJP maintains that welfare schemes should
reach all the poor equally, irrespective of caste or
religion, and objects to prioritizing specific sections
merely to appease them. The party is also demanding
a comprehensive inquiry by the Congress government
into the past misuse of funds—amounting to crores of
rupees—linked to the ‘Shaadi Mubarak’ scheme
through fake marriage certificates and fraudulent
documentation. The BJP questioned why the KCR
government failed to provide a statutory basis for this
scheme in the Assembly during its ten-year tenure. The
party stated that the current legal predicament arose
precisely because the scheme was run merely through
Government Orders (GOs) on a temporary basis, and
asserted that the BRS must bear responsibility for this.
BJP leaders criticized the protests currently being
staged by the BRS, alleging they are driven by a desire
for political survival rather than genuine concern for
the poor. The BJP demanded that the government
immediately file a strong counter-affidavit in court and
release the ‘Kalyana Lakshmi’ funds to ensure that
weddings in poor families are not disrupted.
Simultaneously, the party called for curbing
irregularities and ensuring transparency in the
implementation of these schemes.

Congress Response

The Congress government and state ministers officially
responded to the High Court’s stay order and the
allegations raised by the opposition regarding the
‘Kalyana Lakshmi’ and ‘Shaadi Mubarak’ schemes. Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy and the ministers clarified
that the Congress government would not scrap welfare
schemes for the poor and pledged to continue the
‘Kalyana Lakshmi’ and ‘Shaadi Mubarak’ schemes with
greater transparency. They assured that no eligible
poor family would face injustice and promised to resolve
the legal hurdles as quickly as possible to resume the
disbursement of funds. Government lawyers stated that
there had been no negligence in filing the counter-
affidavit. They explained that the delay was due to the
time required to prepare a proper legal defense
addressing the High Court’s queries regarding technical
flaws and violations of constitutional provisions
committed by the previous government. The ministers
stated that this was not a deliberate delay—as alleged
by the opposition—and assured that a comprehensive
report addressing all objections would be submitted to
the court by the next hearing. Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar and other leaders questioned why the BRS
government had failed to provide statutory backing
for these schemes in the Assembly during its ten-year
tenure. They criticized the KCR government for merely
stalling with temporary Government Orders (GOs) and

to claim credit by asserting, “We have accomplished
what the BRS failed to do during its ten-year tenure.”
However, granting statutory status may not be as
simple as anticipated; the government must consider
several key factors while drafting the bill. A major
guestion remains: should the promise of providing
‘tulam’ gold be incorporated into the bill itself?
Provisions regarding the financial burden need to be
incorporated into the legislation. Given the allegations
of fund misappropriation involving fake certificates—
particularly concerning the ‘Shaadi Mubarak’ scheme—
strict criteria for beneficiary selection are likely to be
included in the law. In the current political climate, if
the Congress government were to neglect these
schemes, it would send the wrong message to the
public. Therefore, there is a greater than 90%
probability that a bill granting statutory backing to the
‘Kalyana Lakshmi’ and ‘Shaadi Mubarak’ schemes will
be introduced during the September Assembly session.

Additional financial burden due to

the provision of gold

Typically, the Telangana annual budget allocates
between 2,000 crore and ' 2,250 crore for the ‘Kalyana
Lakshmi’ and ‘Shaadi Mubarak’ schemes. On average,
financial assistance is provided annually for the
weddings of 2 lakh to 2.25 lakh young women from
poor families. Under current regulations, each
beneficiary receives'1,00,116. However, the Congress
party announced in its manifesto that, in addition to
the '1,00,116, it would provide one tulam (10 grams)
of gold. If this pledge is enacted into law, budget
estimates will undergo a drastic change. Currently, the
price of a tulam (10 grams) of gold ranges between'
70,000 and ' 75,000. Adding this gold cost of ' 75,000 to
the existing provision of ' 1,00,116 means the
government would have to spend over ' 1,75,000 per
wedding—an increase of nearly 75% in the cost per
beneficiary. Based on this calculation, and considering
200,000 beneficiaries annually, the budget allocation
could surge from ' 2,250 crore to a range of ' 3,500
crore-' 3,800 crore. This implies an additional annual
financial burden of approximately ' 1,500 crore on the
government. Experts believe the government might
incorporate certain legal and technical safeguards into
the bill to manage this massive financial load—such as
lowering the annual income limit or weeding out
ineligible beneficiaries by linking Aadhaar and ration
cards. These measures would reduce the number of
beneficiaries and bring the budgetary burden under
control. Alternatively, instead of providing physical gold,
the guidelines could be modified to offer the equivalent
value in the form of bonds or fixed deposits. Ultimately,
granting statutory backing to a scheme should serve
not merely to secure legal protection but to
permanently safeguard the rights of the poor in a
democracy. It remains to be seen whether the Congress
government will demonstrate its sincerity by
introducing a bill in the upcoming Assembly session or
simply stall for time citing financial constraints.
Regardless of which party wins or loses the political
chess match, the ground reality is that the financial
assistance provided for the marriages of destitute
women must not be interrupted. The September
sessions will serve as the guiding indicator in this regard.
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