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¢ Even the High Court canteen did
not escape his scrutiny

-Yet a commltted IAS officer who never
compromised on mtegrltv

® High Court warns that while actions are
justified, regulations must be followed

® Government faces intense pressure
to transfer Tukaram Mundhe

Mundhe’s immense public popularity

-ﬁw Q&&S

® Thanks to Mundhe, Mumbai’s eateries
are now serving hygienic food

T mﬁﬁnﬁﬁ Loy
Eﬂ535241351 9908658888

Hyderabad, NetiDhathri :

Since assuming office as the Commissioner of the
Maharashtra Food and Drug Administration, senior IAS
officer Tukaram Mundhe has been making waves by
cracking down heavily on adulterators and food
establishments that violate regulations across the state.
While his actions have struck fear into the hearts of
hoteliers and food vendors, the city’s residents have
rallied behind him in strong support. Despite intense
pressure on the government from the ‘hotel mafia,” the
administration finds itself in a helpless position, unable
to act against him due to his widespread public
popularity. Mundhe is enforcing strict measures
regarding food safety and hygiene in Mumbai. A stir
was created following the cancellation of licenses for
over 100 establishments—including restaurants,
prominent clubs, and food businesses—that failed to
comply with regulations. Large-scale raids were
conducted on popular hotels and restaurants in
Mumbai, as well as on facilities manufacturing illegal
gutkha and counterfeit food products. Demonstrating
that regulations apply equally to everyone, inspections
were carried out not only at private establishments but
also at the Bombay High Court and Assembly canteens.
Strict measures, such as license suspensions and the
sealing of premises, were taken against establishments
that failed to maintain hygiene standards. Notably, this
“Safe Food Drive” has garnered immense public support.
Over 1,130 surprise inspections were conducted across
the state, covering hotels, restaurants, dairies, and
warehouses. More than 435 individuals were arrested
for involvement in food adulteration, operating
counterfeit product networks, and selling banned
substances. Over 235 FIRs were registered at various
police stations for serious regulatory violations. More
than 274 business establishments and shops were
sealed and shut down due to severe hygiene lapses or
the lack of valid licenses. Authorities seized adulterated
food products worth approximately ' 49.57 crore,
including large quantities of adulterated milk,
counterfeit paneer, banned gutkha, pan masala, and
substandard oil. The licenses of over 56 prominent
restaurants and eateries have been suspended for
failing to comply with regulations.

Raids were conducted against networks involved in the
production of adulterated milk and gangs supplying
banned Gutkha and Pan Masala. Authorities raided
dairies producing synthetic milk and manufacturing
spurious ghee or paneer using soybean oil, destroying
hundreds of liters of adulterated milk in the process.
Operations also targeted gangs supplying banned
Gutkha and Pan Masala, resulting in the seizure of stock
worth crores of rupees. Furthermore, notices were
issued to—and licenses cancelled for—Ayurvedic
medicine manufacturers who were deceiving the public
with false claims in violation of the Drugs and Cosmetics
Act. Inspections at major quick-commerce hubs and
online warehouses led to the imposition of fines after

® Strict measures raise concerns about
potential job losses in the hospitality sector e systemic change is essential ® Corruption will persist until then

Change drlven by a smgle officer’s commitment
may only be temporary

authorities identified chicken lacking valid FSSAI licenses
and food items with incorrect labeling. These surprise
raids, spearheaded by Tukaram Mundhe, have compelled
kitchens across Maharashtra and Mumbai to strictly
adhere to hygiene standards.

Inspections at Renowned
Establishments

FDA teams conducted surprise inspections at iconic and
highly popular food establishments in Mumbai, such
as Shalimar Hotel and K. Rustom Ice Cream Parlour. The
licenses of over 56 prominent restaurants were
temporarily suspended due to issues including severe
hygiene lapses, pest infestations, and the use of expired
ingredients. The Maharashtra government imposed a
complete one-year ban on the manufacture, sale, storage,
and transport of ‘analog paneer’—a product made from
cheap vegetable fats that is passed off as genuine dairy
paneer. These raids effectively dismantled networks
producing this counterfeit paneer, which poses a serious
health risk to the public. Following quality tests in
Maharashtra that revealed a high percentage of
adulterated milk samples, the FDA intensified raids on
units producing synthetic milk and chemical-based dairy
products; lakhs of liters of adulterated milk were seized
and destroyed. Under the leadership of Tukaram Mundhe,
over 3,100 food establishments across the state were
inspected within a span of just two months. During this
drive, adulterated and substandard food products worth
approximately ' 55.72 crore were seized and destroyed.
FIRs were registered against hundreds of violators, and
several individuals were arrested. Strict orders were
issued banning the sale of junk food and soft drinks
within school campuses and their surrounding areas,
with the health of children in mind. Tukaram Mundhe,
who declared that he would not tolerate a “chalta hai”
(laissez-faire/complacent) attitude, has earned immense
praise from the people of Maharashtra, who hail him as
a “real-life Singham.” These stringent measures have
instilled a sense of accountability and significantly
heightened awareness regarding hygiene within
Mumbai’s food business sector. These actions have
garnered widespread public support.

Even the High Court Canteen
Was Not Spared

Demonstrating that food safety laws apply equally to
everyone, FDA teams—acting on Tukaram Mundhe’s
orders—conducted inspections at the Bombay High
Court canteen. Upon discovering violations of licensing
regulations and lapses in hygiene, the canteen was
temporarily shut down. The Bombay High Court
responded to the temporary closure of its canteen in a
noteworthy and serious manner, clarifying that there
should be no exemptions regarding food safety. The Court
asserted that “no VIP is above the law” when it comes to
food safety regulations. It further stated that the same

rigorous standards must be upheld in
government and semi-government
canteens, just as they are in private
establishments. Against this backdrop, the
Bombay Bar Association (BBA), which
operates the main canteen on the High
Court premises, issued a statement. They
announced that they had voluntarily
suspended canteen services upon learning
that their operator did not possess a valid
FSSAI license. It is noteworthy that they
clarified they had not received any official
sealing or closure notice from the FDA; the
temporary closure was undertaken solely
as a precautionary measure and to ensure
compliance with legal regulations.

High Court Takes Exception

The High Court took strong exception to
the FDA awarding a “98% clean
certificate” to the State Secretariat
(Mantralaya) canteen following
inspections of High Court canteens. The
Court dismissed the FDA’s rating as
ludicrous. It immediately dispatched a
special team comprising four lawyers to
re-inspect the Mantralaya canteen. Upon
discovering serious hygiene lapses during
this inspection, the Court expressed anger,
deeming the FDA's clean chit false. While
acknowledging the efforts of the FDA under
the leadership of Tukaram Mundhe, the
Court remarked that it was inappropriate
to shut down hotels outright for minor
infractions—such as broken kitchen tiles.
The Court warned the FDA that closing
businesses without adhering to legal
procedures or issuing prior notices was
akin to “using a sword to kill a mosquito.”
The court expressed severe displeasure
regarding the surprise actions taken
against private hotels and the submission
of false reports concerning government
canteens. The court took a serious view of
FDA officials issuing false “clean chit”
reports stating there were no violations at
the State Secretariat (Mantralaya) and
Vidhan Bhavan canteens. Inspections
conducted by a court-appointed committee
of lawyers revealed serious lapses in
hygiene, drainage leaks, and filthy
refrigerators at these locations.
Consequently, the court remarked, “There
is bound to be a biased attitude when you
inspect your own house.” The High Court
ordered FDA Commissioner Tukaram
Mundhe to immediately initiate
disciplinary action against the FDA

il bEEnSENE PEEEE EFTESEENTSEER YR

officials responsible for preparing
the false reports.

Regulations Must Be
Followed: High Court

The court strongly objected to the
FDA immediately suspending the
licenses of private restaurants and
pharmaceutical companies
without issuing prior notices or
adhering to legal procedures. It
reprimanded the FDA, stating that
a “shoot first, ask questions later”
approach is not acceptable under
the law. The court reiterated that
shutting down businesses
immediately for minor
infractions—such as spotting two
insects in a kitchen—is akin to
“using a sword to kill a mosquito.”
Establishments like the renowned
‘Poornima Restaurant’ in Mumbai
and ‘Park Inn by Radisson’ in Navi
Mumbai approached the High
Court to challenge the FDA’s harsh
measures. The court criticized the
FDA for extending the license
suspensions of these hotels even

after a court-appointed committee
confirmed that they had rectified
95% to 100% of the violations.
Taking into account the financial
losses incurred by the businesses,
the court quashed the suspension
orders and permitted their
immediate reopening. It clarified
that the FDA must issue a ‘show-
cause notice’ and hear the
establishment’s explanation before
taking further action, in
accordance with regulations. The
High Court warned that if officials
overstep their jurisdiction and shut
down private businesses with
excessive zeal—without following
due legal process—the FDA
department itself would be held
liable for heavy costs or penalties
for any future losses suffered by
the business owners. While
acknowledging the FDA's diligence
in enforcing the law, the High Court
emphasized in its recent verdict that
such authority must be exercised
legally and transparently, ensuring
equal justice for both public and
private entities. Transferred 25

..-!.l..in-:-l‘.l‘h

Times in a 21-Year

Career

IAS officer Tukaram Mundhe
(2005 batch) has been
transferred approximately 25
times during his 21-year
service. Regardless of the
department he served in, his
uncompromising stance
against corruption and strict
enforcement of regulations
frequently led to confrontations
with politicians and the mafia.
This is why the media refers to
him as the “Real-life Singham.”
His honesty and commitment
become evident when
examining some of the highly
controversial and critical posts
he held in the past. While
serving as the Solapur District
Collector (2014)—a time when
the district was grappling with
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® 21.6% of Votes Set to Be Dropped

from the Voter List!

® A Challenge to the Fundamental

Principles of Democracy

® Impact on 3 Lakh Votes in the IT Corridor

e An Example of Ground-Level Flaws

® Condemnation by Congress, BRS, and MIM

® Support from BJP
e Differing Estimates

® Parties Reacting Based on Political Interests

Hyderabad, NetiDhathri :

The Special Revision (SIR-2026) of the voter list
has become a major topic of discussion in
Telangana politics. The ‘SIR’ process—
undertaken as a prestigious initiative by the
Election Commission of India after nearly twenty-
five years—has reached its final stage. The field-
level enumeration process concluded at midnight
on August 10. However, as the process wrapped
up, shocking statistics emerged that could upend
the state’s voting patterns and political
equations. Out of the total 3.38 crore voters in
the state, the details of a staggering 7,339,234
voters were classified as ‘uncollectible.” This
means that approximately 21.6 percent of the
state’s voting population is set to be removed
from the draft list. The risk of losing nearly 21
percent of the voting population in one goes
poses a challenge to the fundamental principles
of democracy. According to statistics from the
Chief Electoral Officer’s office, the preliminary
findings of this verification process identified
45.18 lakh people who had permanently migrated
to other regions, 9.22 lakh deceased individuals,
and 11.25 lakh people who were untraceable or
missing from their listed addresses. Additionally,
670,203 individuals were found to be registered
elsewhere, and 102,294 fell into other categories.
While the weeding out of fake votes and the
updating of electoral rolls are positive
developments in principle, the flaws and hasty
decisions observed during implementation have
raised serious concerns. It is particularly
noteworthy that, due to a digitization rate of only
58.89% in the Greater Hyderabad area,
approximately 19.47 lakh voters in the capital city
alone risk being dropped from the electoral rolls.
The fact that over 3 lakh votes are affected in IT
corridor constituencies like Serilingampally
highlights significant lapses at the ground level.
Political parties are raising doubts about whether
this voter list purification process was conducted
with complete transparency. Issues such as
residents being unavailable during door-to-door
surveys by booth-level officers, tenants who
merely changed rental homes being wrongly
classified as permanent migrants, and delays in
digitizing enumeration forms have resulted in the
names of lakhs of eligible voters being relegated
to the ‘uncollectible’ list. There are strong
allegations that a large number of votes—
particularly those belonging to voters from the
Andhra region and ordinary middle-class
individuals who migrated to Hyderabad for
employment—have gone missing during this
process. There is substance to the criticism that
officials are prioritizing the “deletion” of names
from the voter list over making necessary
corrections. Even if a citizen holds a voter ID card
on Election Day, they lose their fundamental right
to vote if their name is missing from the electoral
roll. A core principle of democracy is that not a
single genuine voter should be deprived of their
voting rights due to technical or administrative
errors.

Where did the error occur?

Booth Level Officers (BLOs) conducted door-to-
door visits across the state from June 25 to August
3. However, in cities, many residents are away at
work during the day. When BLOs visited, they
often found houses locked or tenants who had
moved out; consequently, they simply marked
these voters as “uncollectable” or “shifted.” The
fact that only 58.89% of enumeration forms were
digitized in Hyderabad city points to a failure on
the part of the officials. Nevertheless, according
to the Election Commission’s schedule, this is not
the final list. Genuine voters who have lost their
vote still have an opportunity to reclaim their
right. The draft voter list is set to be published on
August 17; it is on this day that the official details
regarding whose votes were deleted will be
revealed. Claims and objections will be accepted
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from August 17 to September 16. Genuine voters
whose names were deleted from the rolls can re-
register—either online or offline—using ‘Form-
6’ within this period. The final revised electoral
roll will be released on October 19.

Parties Preoccupied with Vote-
Bank Calculations

With such a massive number of votes going
missing, the Congress, BRS, and BJP are deeply
engaged in calculating the impact on their
respective vote banks. Approximately 58 percent
of these 73.39 lakh missing votes originate from
Greater Hyderabad and its suburbs (specifically
Ranga Reddy and Medchal-Malkajgiri districts).
Constituencies such as Serilingampally (an IT hub),
Quthbullapur, and Medchal have high
concentrations of migrants (“settlers”) and
software professionals who frequently change
rental accommodations. Political analysts
estimate that these urban “settler” votes largely
constitute traditional vote banks for the BJP and
Congress. A large-scale deletion of these votes
poses a significant risk of loss for both parties.
The Congress high command has taken a serious
view of the situation, noting that over 10 percent
of votes have gone missing in several rural areas,
including the Kodangal constituency represented
by Chief Minister Revanth Reddy. Pulipati Rajesh
Kumar, Chairman of the TPCC Election
Coordination Committee, has lodged a complaint
with the Chief Electoral Officer (CEQ), terming the
mass deletion of votes without proper re-
verification as unjust. Meanwhile, the BJP
supports the process; leaders like Ramchander
Rao have asserted that the Congress is stoking
unnecessary fears to protect its minority vote
bank, emphasizing that the removal of bogus votes
is essential for democracy. Overall, a heated
debate is underway between the ruling and
opposition parties regarding the fact that a
staggering 21 percent of votes in Telangana have
been categorized as “uncollectible.” Ordinary
citizens and tenants are facing difficulties due to
the negligence of field-level officials during the
process of rectifying irregularities from previous
administrations. A primary grievance concerns the
hasty decisions—particularly within the
Hyderabad region—to delete the votes of
“settlers” and IT employees en masse. Against this
backdrop, representatives from the Congress
party’s election coordination wing stated, “While
the Election Commission’s cleanup drive is
welcome, the rights of genuine voters must not
be trampled upon in a rush to generate reports.
We intend to question officials regarding the
sluggish pace of digitization, especially within the
Greater Hyderabad area. Our booth-level agents
in every constituency will visit the field and take
responsibility for re-enrolling traditional Congress
voters whose names have gone missing, using
‘Form-6"" Meanwhile, BRS cadres allege that the
government is abusing its power and deliberately
attempting to weed out BRS supporters’ votes in
constituencies where the party holds sway—
specifically in urban and IT corridor areas. Key BRS
leaders remarked, “There is major conspiracy
behind the sudden disappearance of lakhs of votes
in areas like Serilingampally and Quthbullapur
within Greater Hyderabad. It is outrageous to
classify voters as ‘permanently migrated’ merely
on the pretext of a change of residence. The survey
conducted by the Booth Level Officers (BLOs) in
this matter lacked transparency. We will approach
the Election Commission of India regarding this
and, if necessary, wage a legal battle.” Meanwhile,
the BJP maintains that bogus votes and hundreds
of entries for a single household were
indiscriminately added in the past—across
constituencies in the Old City and Greater
Hyderabad—and that this ongoing process is now
bringing those irregularities to light. BJP state
spokespersons stated, “Eliminating fake votes is
crucial for ensuring transparent elections in the

state. Why are opposition parties raising such an
outcry when duplicate votes and entries of
deceased individuals—created by previous
regimes—are being removed? The Congress party
is attempting to obstruct this process solely to
protect its minority vote bank. The votes of
eligible Indians will remain intact, but the days
of bogus voters are over.” On the other hand, the
MIM alleges that votes are being deleted by
specifically targeting individuals from
Hyderabad’s Old City who have moved to Gulf
countries for employment or have temporarily
changed their residences. “Special vigilance must
be maintained regarding the deletion of votes in
areas with significant minority populations. It is
illegal to delete the votes of individuals who have
moved to other regions for business or
employment under the ‘absent’ category. The
MIM leadership has made it clear that its entire
cadre will remain alert and safeguard every single
vote once the draft list is released on August 17.”

Constituencies with the Highest
Number of Missing Votes

According to the latest reports released by the
Election Commission of India, constituencies
within the Greater Hyderabad area have recorded
the highest number of missing votes. In the
Sanathnagar constituency, 1.10 lakh votes are set
to be removed, representing a 45.6% reduction—
the highest percentage drop in the state.
Frequent relocation of tenants and a large
migrant population are the primary reasons for
this. In the Musheerabad constituency, 1.30 lakh
votes (45.3%) are expected to be removed; the
main reasons cited are the unavailability of voters
and the presence of a large number of names of
deceased individuals on the rolls. The Jubilee
Hills constituency faces a reduction of 1.80 lakh
votes (44.4%), primarily due to the inability of
Booth Level Officers (BLOs) to access gated
communities and errors in the digitization
process. In the Serilingampally constituency, 3.29
lakh votes—approximately 42% of the total—are
set to be removed; this constituency accounts for
the highest absolute number of missing votes in
the state, largely due to the presence of IT
professionals and migrant voters from other
states. Finally, the Kukatpally and Uppal
constituencies are expected to see a reduction
of 2.10 lakh votes, or approximately 40%. Details
could not be obtained during the Electoral
Commission (EC) survey due to the high turnover
of tenants in suburban areas. Across 23 of the 24
constituencies within the Greater Hyderabad
limits, over one lakh votes were found to be
missing in each constituency. Notably, in 10 of
these constituencies, the reduction in votes
exceeded 40 percent.

How many people will
receive notices?

As part of the special intensive voter list revision
process underway in Telangana, approximately
64 lakh voters are likely to receive notices from
the Election Commission of India. Out of the
state’s total 3.38 crore voters 73.39 lakh have been
categorized as ‘uncollectible’ or placed on the
ASD (Absent, Shifted, Dead) list. Excluding the
9,22,230 individuals confirmed to be deceased,
officials must issue notices to the remaining
voters in this group of 73.39 lakhs. Voters who
have permanently migrated (45.18 lakhs), those
not found at their registered addresses (11.25
lakhs), and those with other discrepancies
(totaling approximately 64.17 lakhs) will receive
notices from the Electoral Registration Officer
(ERO) office for verification. Following the
release of the draft voter list on August 17, the
process of issuing notices, receiving objections,
and resolving them will continue until October
15. Recipients of these notices must submit valid
proof within the stipulated timeframe to retain

Tﬁtal Voters in Telangana

3.38 CRORE

Uncollectible Votes Identified

13,39,234

(21.6% of Total Voters)

.
their voting rights.
Opposition from Non-BJP Parties

Although the ongoing special comprehensive
revision of the voter list in Telangana could
potentially lead to a reduction in votes for all
parties, a clear divide has emerged based on
political strategies and vote-bank calculations.
While the Congress, BRS, and MIM parties
vehemently oppose the process, the BJP strongly
supports it. The primary reason for the opposition
from Congress, BRS, and MIM is that the highest
number of vote deletions occurred within Greater
Hyderabad and the surrounding IT corridor
(specifically Serilingampally, Kukatpally, and
Quthbullapur). These areas have a high
concentration of migrants from the Andhra
region, IT professionals, and tenants who
frequently change residences. A significant
percentage of these voters tend to lean towards
the Congress or BRS. The mass deletion of these
voters under the ‘shifted’ category—often due
to houses being found locked during field
verifications—deals a major blow to these two
parties. As Chief Minister Revanth Reddy himself
has alleged, the poor (particularly from SC and ST
communities) who migrate temporarily to other
regions for employment are losing their votes due
to this process. Similarly, the MIM believes that
the removal of votes belonging to minorities who
have gone to Gulf countries for employment—
categorizing them as ‘absent’—is a conspiracy to
undermine their traditional vote bank. There is
public anxiety that losing voting rights could lead
to the cancellation of government welfare
schemes and ration cards in the future. The fear
that this sentiment could generate public
opposition against the ruling Congress party has
put the party on alert; consequently, they have
established a special control room at Gandhi
Bhavan to safeguard votes.

BJP’s Stance

Although the BJP also faces the risk of a slight
reduction in its vote bank due to this process,
there are strategic reasons for it to welcome the
move. For a long time, the BJP has alleged the
existence of thousands of fake votes and
instances where hundreds of votes are registered
to a single household across various
constituencies in Greater Hyderabad, particularly
in the Old City area. The party firmly believes that
if this verification process permanently removes
these bogus votes, it will yield a significant
political advantage in the elections. According to
official allegations made by BJP leaders,
thousands of Rohingyas and illegal immigrants
from other countries have managed to get their
names onto the electoral rolls using forged
identity documents. The BJP views this
comprehensive revision as a means to eliminate
such votes, which serves both national security
interests and its own political agenda. Urban
middle-class groups, the business community, and
homeowners constitute the BJP’s strong support
base. The BJP estimates that since these
individuals are unlikely to move house, the risk
of their votes being deleted is low; instead, it is
primarily tenants and floating voters—a
demographic that largely leans towards the
Congress and BRS—who stand to lose the most.
Ultimately, while it is true that every party is
seeing a decline in votes, the vast majority of the
votes being removed belong to the poor, tenants,
and migrant labourers.
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Transferred 25 Times in a 21-Year Career

IAS officer Tukaram Mundhe (2005 batch)
has been transferred approximately 25
times during his 21-year service.
Regardless of the department he served
in, his uncompromising stance against
corruption and strict enforcement of
regulations frequently led to
confrontations with politicians and the
mafia. This is why the media refers to him |
as the “Real-life Singham.” His honesty
and commitment become evident when
examining some of the highly controversial
and critical posts he held in the past.
While serving as the Solapur District
Collector (2014)—a time when the district
was grappling with severe drought—he
ensured water availability for hundreds
of villages without the need for tankers
through the ‘alyukt Shivar’ program,
earning him the moniker “Water Man.” It

was during this tenure that he cracked
down heavily on the dangerous sand
mafia; the mafia even attempted a
physical attack on him, though he narrowly
escaped. A major public dispute erupted
between Mundhe and the then-Revenue
Minister Eknath Khadse after Mundhe
intercepted the Minister’s convoy for
violating traffic rules during the 2015
Ashadhi Wari festivities.

During his tenure as the Navi Mumbai
Municipal Commissioner (2016), he
undertook initiatives such as demolishing
illegal structures, enforcing stricter
property tax collection, and removing
unauthorized hoardings. He launched an

early-morning “Walk with the
Commissioner” program to directly
understand the public’s grievances.

Elected representatives from the NCP,
Congress, and Shiv Sena united to move a
“no-confidence motion” against him,
alleging that he was making unilateral
decisions without consulting corporators
or political leaders; nevertheless, the local
public rallied strongly in his support.
While serving as the Chairman of the Pune
Mahanagar Parivahan Mahamandal
(PMPML), he implemented rigorous
reforms to turn the loss-making public
transport corporation into a profitable
entity. He imposed salary cuts on senior
officials who were absent from duty or
underperforming. However, his efforts to
rein in employees who drew salaries
without working effectively led to intense
pressure from unions and political circles,
resulting in his transfer after a short
period. As the Nashik Municipal
Commissioner (2018), he waged a war
against corruption and cracked down
heavily on illegal constructions. Political
leaders inconvenienced by his tough
decisions eventually had him transferred
from the municipal corporation to
Mantralaya. However, thousands of people

in Nashik took to the streets outside the
municipal headquarters to stage
protests, demanding that this honest
officer not be transferred. As the
Municipal Commissioner of Nagpur, he
earned public acclaim by delivering
transparent governance. Later, while
serving in the Health Department, he
conducted surprise inspections of
government hospitals—a practice that
came to be known at the time as the
“Tukaram Mundhe Effect.” He created a
sensation by taking strict action against
316 officials and employees who had
secured government jobs using bogus
disability certificates. His refusal to yield
to political pressure and his insistence
on enforcing rules strictly according to
the files led to him being transferred 25
times—averaging one transfer a year.
Despite this, he continues to display the
same aggressive, proactive approach in
his current role as the

FDA Commissioner.

Mixed Reactions to

Mundhe’s Work Style

Tukaram Mundhe’s bold actions against
food safety violations across Mumbai
and Maharashtra have elicited three
distinct and highly interesting reactions
from the Maharashtra government, the
Bombay High Court, and the general
public. While the Bombay High Court
appreciated the efforts to check food
quality, it also emphasized that the law
must apply equally to everyone and
cautioned against excessive harshness.
The High Court initially questioned why
action was being taken only against
private hotels and restaurants while
government canteens were spared. The
very next day, Tukaram Mundhe’s team
conducted raids on the Bombay High
Court canteens themselves. Due to
violations found there, the High Court Bar
Association had to temporarily suspend

its canteen services. In a recent hearlng,
while upholding the need for strict action
against businesses that fail to comply
with regulations, the Court warned the
FDA against taking drastic measures—
such as license cancellation—for minor
technical lapses and advised them not
to overstep legal boundaries. Whether
cancelling a license for minor infractions
constitutes “excessive harshness,” as the
Court suggested, is a matter with two
sides. While there is a legal argument
regarding proportionality, there is an
equally strong argument centered on
public health and systemic reform. Legal
penalties should always be commens
urate with the nature of the offense;
shutting down a business entirely (by
cancelling its license) for a minor hygiene
lapse in the kitchen or a missing
signboard is an excessively severe
punishment. If a large restaurant or club
shuts down, hundreds of workers—
cleaners, chefs, and support staff—who
depend on it for their livelihood lose
their jobs. The appropriate legal
approach for a first-time offense is to
issue a warning, impose a fine, or grant
time to rectify the violations. Conversely,
revoking a license outright would
jeopardize the survival of businesses;
such a move would be considered
excessively harsh.

On the other hand, there are those who
believe such stringent measures are
absolutely necessary. In India, if only
minor fines are imposed, business
owners often pay them easily and
continue with practices involving
adulteration and unhygienic conditions.
Real systemic change occurs only when
there is a fear of license revocation.
People are contracting life-threatening
illnesses from food consumed at hotels.
Even seemingly minor hygiene lapses—
such as the presence of rats or insects in

the kitchen—can lead to severe food

poisoning. Therefore, business profits
cannot take precedence over human lives.
Businesses that adhere to regulations and
maintain hygiene standards will face no
harm from this; only those at fault need
to be concerned. The Bombay High Court’s
intention is not to prevent officials from
conducting inspections. Rather, the court
emphasizes that law enforcement should
not be authoritarian but must instead
adhere to the “principles of natural
justice.” This implies that the proper
approach is to first issue notices for minor
violations and revoke the license only if
the issues are not rectified within the
stipulated timeframe.

The Maharashtra government is growing
impatient and adopting a cautionary
stance regarding Munde’s actions.
Pressure is mounting on the government
from the hospitality sector (hotels and
restaurants) due to the crackdowns
Munde is conducting across the state.
Against this backdrop, the government
issued its first official warning to him,
citing a controversy over his personal
remarks regarding a local delicacy, ‘Savji
Mutton’. Raising the issue in the
Assembly, MLA Jitendra Awhad alleged
that the “food and drug mafia” was willing
to offer bribes worth crores of rupees to
secure Munde’s transfer from his current
post. Despite intense political pressure
on the government, he is being retained
for the time being due to his immense
popularity among the public.

Regardless of how the government or the
courts respond, the common people are
wholeheartedly backing Tukaram Munde.
At a public meeting in Pune, the entire
crowd rose to their feet and gave him a
thunderous round of applause as soon
as he took the stage—a rare level of public
support for an IAS officer. Munde has
declared that he will not tolerate the

“Chalta Hai” (laissez-faire or “anything goes”) attitude
that endangers public lives; consequently, netizens are
hailing him as a real-life ‘Nayak’ (referencing the Anil
Kapoor film) and showing him massive support on social
media.

Is Tukaram Munde’s tough stance necessary? In a vast
democracy like India, there has been a long-standing
debate over whether reforming the system requires an
aggressive approach—like that of Tukaram Mundhe—or
a more measured, legally procedural one. Public opinion
and the views of intellectuals are sharply divided on
this matter. Proponents of the aggressive style argue
that, given the country’s circumstances, “surgical strike”-
like measures are necessary. Relying on conventional
methods—such as merely issuing notices—often results
in files languishing for years; conversely, when officers
like Mundhe step in, they instill fear and discipline
within the system in a matter of days. Corruption and
political influence are rampant in the country; politicians
can easily manipulate officers with a soft approach.
However, because officials like Mundhe do not yield to
anyone, even powerful wrongdoers are compelled to fear
the consequences. When the common man sees the law
acting strictly against offenders, public confidence in
government institutions and the civil services rises
significantly.

On the other hand, those who oppose this style present

the following arguments:

there is little benefit if improvements last only as long
as a specific officer is in charge, only to revert to the old
ways once they are transferred. Change must be systemic,
driven by laws, digitalization, and transparent
regulations. Excessive harshness or a return to “Inspector
Raj” makes doing business difficult, thereby undermining
the “Ease of Doing Business” environment. This
discourages new investments and risks the loss of
existing jobs. No matter how honest an official may be,
making decisions by bypassing courts and established
legal procedures runs counter to democratic principles.
In reality, the country stands to benefit from harmonizing
these two approaches. Law enforcement systems and
the supporting technology—such as online permissions,
CCTV surveillance, and digital filing—must be robust. At
the same time, these systems require leaders—officials
like Tukaram Mundhe—who possess honesty, courage,
and an uncompromising nature. Only then can lasting
change be brought about within the system.
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