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® Pakistan-occupied Kashmir has become a
hotbed of perpetual unrest

® Movement led by JAAC against economic
grievances and ‘Punjabization’
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® Pakistan Army cracking down heavily
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Hyderabad, Netidhathri:

The situation on the ground in Pakistan-occupied
Jammu and Kashmir remains extremely tense. Local
residents are staging massive protests against the
Pakistan Army’s crackdown and government policies.
Thousands of people have taken to the streets in major
cities like Rawalakot and Muzaffarabad to voice their
dissent. They are openly chanting slogans declaring
that they are not part of Pakistan and demanding
autonomy. Not only men, but women and school
students are also participating in these protest rallies
in large numbers. A ‘Chakka Jam’ (total shutdown) is
underway following a call by the Jammu Kashmir Joint
Awami Action Committee (JAAC), with protesters
blockading major highways. Due to the lockdown, which
has been in effect for over 20 days, stocks of essential
medicines in hospitals and medical facilities in
maternity clinics have been completely depleted. These
protests initially began in opposition to hiked electricity
charges, flour shortages, rampant inflation, and the
exploitation of local resources. People are staging
large-scale protests, led by the Jammu Kashmir Awami
Action Committee (JAAC), demanding the revocation of
the 12 reserved seats allocated for refugees in the PoJK
Assembly. Angered by the Pakistani government’s
military crackdown, internet shutdowns, and the
suspension of essential supplies, protesters are openly
warning Pakistani rulers that they do not consider
themselves part of Pakistan and—if the situation
persists—may be forced to look towards India. The
JAAC’s official charter does not include a demand for
merger with India; therefore, this statement should be
viewed merely as a threat. However, amidst the severe
crackdown by the Pakistan Army, some local leaders
and citizens, out of frustration, are warning that “India
is better than Pakistan” and that they might have to
turn to India if the current situation continues.
Meanwhile, certain internal members of the JAAC and
other local groups—such as the Jammu Kashmir
Liberation Front (JKLF) and the UKPNP—are advocating
for complete independence (Azadi) or autonomy.
However, JAK officially seeks only to uphold local rights,
transparency, and the territorial integrity of Jammu &
Kashmir within the framework of the Pakistani
Constitution. Consequently, JAK’s immediate goal is to
end the economic exploitation and colonial-style
military rule imposed by the Pakistani government and
to secure full autonomy for the people of POJK.
Exploitation by Punjabis

The local population is deeply resentful of
“Punjabization,” alleging that political and military
elites from Pakistan’s Punjab region are plundering
PolK’s resources while denying priority to the locals.
JAK representatives are now openly accusing the
Pakistan Army of arming and harboring terrorists along
the borders. They are questioning the protection
Pakistan extends to organizations like Jaish-e-
Mohammed. In essence, a historic grassroots
movement is currently underway in PoJK—not merely
for economic demands, but for liberation from
Pakistan’s colonial-style rule and military dictatorship.
The Pakistan Army has been targeting JAK leaders and
sympathizers, conducting night raids on their homes;
over 600 key leaders have been taken into custody.
Pak Government under Pressure

The Pakistan government is facing immense pressure
due to the intensity of the public movement. While the
government is willing to meet certain economic
demands under the current circumstances, it refuses
to accept political demands. As public protests
escalated, the Pakistani federal government previously
announced a special package worth Rs 2,300 crore.
Through this, the government agreed to partially reduce
the prices of wheat flour and electricity charges. The
government found itself in a situation where it had no

® India condemns Pakistan’s actions

choice but to accept such economic demands, at least
temporarily. However, Pakistan is unwilling to accept
the most crucial political demands put forward by the
Joint Awami Action Committee (JAAC). The JAAC is
demanding the abolition of the 12 seats in the PoJK
(Pakistan-occupied Jammu and Kashmir) Assembly that
are reserved for refugees from the Pakistani mainland.
It is through these seats that rulers in Islamabad install
a puppet government of their choice in the region;
consequently, abolishing these seats would cause
Pakistan to completely lose its political grip on PoJK.
Recently, the local Supreme Court also ruled that these
12 seats enjoy constitutional protection, making their
removal impossible. Furthermore, the Pakistan
government refuses to curtail the special powers enjoyed
by the Pakistani military and bureaucracy.

India’s Stance

While reiterating that POJK is legally an integral and
inseparable part of India, India has strongly condemned
the military repression being perpetrated by the Pakistan
government in the region. India has strongly condemned
the firing and brutal lathi-charges by the Pakistan Army
and Rangers against protesters in areas like Rawalakot.
According to MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal, India
has demanded that the international community hold
Pakistan accountable for the government’s barbaric
actions, such as killing protesters, imposing internet
blackouts, and suspending essential services. India has
categorically rejected Pakistan’s allegations of Indian
involvement in this movement. India clarified that the
uprising in PoJK is the result of genuine public anger
stemming from decades of economic exploitation, the
denial of fundamental rights, and administrative
oppression akin to colonial rule. India is closely
monitoring the unfolding situation; however, instead of
direct intervention on the ground, it is employing a
strategy of political and diplomatic pressure to expose
Pakistan’s policies regarding terrorism and its internal
vulnerabilities to the world.

Merger with India is not Easy

Prominent figures, such as Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, have previously stated that a situation may arise
in the future where the people of POJK (Pakistan-occupied
Jammu and Kashmir) themselves voluntarily seek a
merger with India. However, under international laws
and United Nations resolutions, the direct merger of a
region into another country is not a simple process.
Pakistan’s military control and geopolitical strategies
serve as major obstacles to this. While the current
movement is a fierce internal rebellion against the
oppression by Pakistan’s rulers, significant geopolitical
and diplomatic shifts would need to occur for it to lead
directly to a merger with India.

Geographical and Economic Challenges of a Merger

If Pakistan-occupied Jammu and Kashmir were to merge
with India—while undoubtedly a historic achievement—
the country would face severe economic, security, and
geopolitical challenges. Pakistan has undertaken
virtually no development in POJK over the decades; India
would need to spend vast sums—running into lakhs of
crores of rupees—to build roads, hospitals, schools,
and industries there. Integrating the people of POJK—
currently grappling with severe inflation—into the Indian
economic mainstream and providing them with
employment would place an immense burden on the
Indian budget. Furthermore, the Pakistan Army has
operated numerous terrorist camps in POJK for decades.
Eliminating locally entrenched terror sympathizers and
sleeper cells poses a massive challenge for the Indian
Army and intelligence agencies. If radical elements from
POJK infiltrate the Kashmir Valley, there is a risk of
renewed law-and-order issues.

Confrontation with China

The CPEC project—worth hundreds of billions of
dollars—passes directly through PoJK (Gilgit-Baltistan).

nuclear confrontation. It is precisely because of this
threat that India exercises strategic restraint rather than
resorting to direct military action. If India were to attack
POJK, China would stand by Pakistan to protect its own
interests. This would force India to fight a war on two
fronts simultaneously—against both Pakistan and
China—resulting in severe consequences for India.
Furthermore, a forced occupation by India would trigger
strong opposition from the international community,
particularly from the United States and European
nations. There is a risk that India could face international
economic sanctions—similar to those imposed on
Russia—which would damage its economy. India enjoys
astrong global reputation as a responsible, peace-loving
democracy; forcibly occupying another nation’s territory
(even if that territory legally belongs to India but is
currently under Pakistan’s control) would tarnish this
image. Against this backdrop, India is pursuing an
alternative strategy: leveraging the severe economic
crisis in Pakistan and the public uprisings within POJK
(Pakistan-occupied Jammu and Kashmir) to create
diplomatic pressure that could lead the region to break
away from Pakistan on its own. India aims to reclaim
POJK —either through international pressure or
negotiations—once it has fully emerged as a global
economic and military superpower.

The Threat from China

Just as it took over the Hambantota Port in Sri Lanka,
China is pressuring Pakistan to hand over the Gilgit-
Baltistan region—the gateway to the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)—on a long-term lease or bring
it entirely under its control in exchange for un-payable
debts. If Pakistan fails to repay its debts and yields to

® Centre closely monitoring developments in PoJK

® POJK residents not yet ready for merger with India

® Their struggle is focused on the injustices they face

® Retaking POJK is no easy task

® CPEC could lead to a direct confrontation with China

® Risk of Pakistan ceding Gilgit-Baltistan to China

® India preparing for a potential two-front war

If POJK were to merge with India, it would create a
situation of direct confrontation with China; China
would likely exert pressure on India to safeguard its
investments. Pakistan would never accept such a merger.
This could lead to a full-scale war between the two
nuclear-armed nations or result in persistent ceasefire
violations along the border. Due to propaganda
disseminated through Pakistan’s education system, two
or three generations of people in POJK have grown up
harboring anti-India sentiments. Changing their mindset
and winning their trust would be a time-consuming
process. If the population of POJK were to become part
of India, political equations—along with the
delimitation of Jammu and Kashmir Assembly
constituencies—would undergo a complete
transformation. This could spark new controversies in
local politics. Furthermore, restoring the properties of —
and granting new land rights to—the lakhs of Hindu and
Sikh refugees who migrated from POJK to Indian Kashmir
in 1947 to escape persecution would entail complex
legal challenges. Despite India’s strong political resolve
to reclaim POJK, establishing peace and stability in the
region following its integration would pose a massive
challenge for the country for at least a decade. The Indian
government would need to undertake extremely rigorous
and strategic legal and military measures to restore law
and order. The Indian Army would need to secure full
control over the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) passing through Gilgit-Baltistan. Establishing
permanent military bases there is essential to
strategically counter China. Content fostering hatred
towards India in Pakistani textbooks must be removed,
and India’s National Education Policy (NEP)
implemented. The entire process could take up to a
decade following the integration.

The Future of CPEC

India has consistently maintained that the CPEC project
violates its sovereignty and territorial integrity.
Following the integration of POJK, this project would
effectively become an illegal construction. India could
initiate legal action against Chinese companies through
international courts for illegally constructing
infrastructure on Indian Territory without its consent.
The sole road link (the Karakoram Highway) connecting
the Chinese city of Kashgar to Pakistan’s Gwadar Port
passes through Gilgit-Baltistan. If this region were to
come under Indian control, the direct overland route
between China and Pakistan would be completely
severed. India would gain control over this corridor—
which China built to transport goods to the Middle East
and Africa at a lower cost—thereby halting the flow of
Chinese cargo entirely. China had chosen CPEC as an
alternative to relying on the Strait of Malacca for its oil
imports; should India take possession of POJK, this major
strategic alternative would be rendered useless.
Furthermore, the massive dams (such as the Diamer-
Bhasha Dam), roads, railway lines, and optical fiber
networks constructed by China would all come under
the direct control of the Indian Army. The billions of
dollars China has invested in CPEC would go to waste.
China would not tolerate this at all. To safeguard its
project, China is likely to join hands with Pakistan to
increase military pressure on India. There is a growing
risk of a direct confrontation between the Chinese
military (PLA) and the Indian Army along the borders of
Ladakh and Gilgit. The CPEC project is not merely an
economic venture for China; it is a geopolitical strategy
to assert its dominance in Asia. If PoJK were to be
integrated into India, China’s “One Belt One Road” dream
would be completely shattered.

A Risky Strategy

Due to geopolitical factors, India forcibly seizing PoJK
from Pakistan through military action would be a highly
complex and dangerous strategy. If India attempted to
capture POJK by force, the conflict could escalate into a
full-scale conventional war and potentially lead to a

Chinese pressure, the Chinese military could
permanently station itself directly along the Indian
border, replacing Pakistan. To counter this, India would
need to undertake significant diplomatic and military
measures on the international stage. China’s People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) would likely construct permanent
military and air bases in the region to safeguard its
investments. China would provide funding to the
Pakistani military, which has been weakened by
economic collapse; in return, there is a risk that the
Chinese military could assume responsibility for
defending or overseeing the border with India (the Line
of Control). Consequently, India might find itself
confronting the Chinese military directly at the border
instead of Pakistan. China is pursuing a strategy to
encircle India, extending from Ladakh to Gilgit.
Furthermore, China would likely transform Gwadar
Port—the terminus of the CPEC on the Arabian Sea—
into its own dedicated naval base. This would enable
China to monitor the Indian Navy in the Indian Ocean
and strategically contain India via maritime routes. If
an internal crisis were to erupt in POJK and the people
sought a merger with India, China would likely use its
veto power in the UN Security Council (UNSC) to block
any resolutions unfavorable to India. China would insist
on internationalizing the Kashmir dispute and
maintaining the status quo. Should Pakistan descend
into civil war, the CPEC project would face the risk of
total closure. In such a scenario, China would likely
pivot its ‘One Belt One Road’ ambitions toward
alternative transport routes (Plan B) passing through
Central Asian nations and Iran. Ultimately, while
Pakistan’s collapse would represent an economic loss
for China, Beijing would likely attempt to turn the
situation to its advantage—using it to undermine India
geopolitically and gain direct control over POJK.
India’s Strategies

India is formulating highly strategic defense and
diplomatic plans to counter the strategies of the China-
Pakistan alliance, particularly regarding the challenges
posed by their joint presence in the PoJK and Gilgit-
Baltistan regions. The Indian Armed Forces are being
modernized to simultaneously confront two adversaries
across the expanse from Ladakh (China border) to Jammu
& Kashmir (Pakistan border). Additional military
divisions have been deployed along the borders. To
counter Chinese military movements along the Gilgit-
Baltistan and Ladakh borders, India is rapidly
constructing all-weather roads, strategic bridges, and
tunnels (such as the Zojila Tunnel). India has deployed
S-400 air defense systems, Pinaka rocket systems, and
state-of-the-art surveillance drones to counter Chinese
drones and missiles at the borders. To prevent China
from transforming the Gwadar Port into a naval base,
the Indian Navy has intensified surveillance in the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands and the Indian Ocean.
India has enhanced its capability to disrupt Chinese
shipping supply lines at the Strait of Malacca. As an
alternative to China’s ‘One Belt One Road’ and CPEC
initiatives, India is actively advancing the India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) in collaboration
with the US, Europe, and Saudi Arabia; the primary
objective is to challenge China’s economic dominance
on the global stage. As part of a strategy to contain China,
India is exerting strategic pressure by supplying
BrahMos missiles and defense equipment to nations
like Vietham and the Philippines, which have border
disputes with China. India developed the Chabahar Port
in Iran to counter the Chinese-controlled Gwadar Port
in Pakistan. This enabled India to establish direct trade
routes with Central Asian nations and Russia, bypassing
the need to rely on Pakistan. Overall, India is
successfully implementing a dual strategy of “robust
defense and credible diplomacy” to counter China’s
economic might and Pakistan’s military provocations.
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