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‘Cockroach’ Movement:
® A Major Irritant for the Gentrex

® The movement aims to force the resignation of Dharmendra Pradhan.

® The government stands firmly behind the Education Minister.

® The Centre has adopted a two-pronged strategy

to suppress the movement.

® Opposition parties are striving to gain political mileage ahead

of upcoming state elections.

® The issue serves as a weapon to challenge the government during

the Parliament session.

® The government remains unwilling to yield to opposition pressure.

® [t maintains that all necessary measures have already been taken.

® The Centre alleges the involvement of
foreign forces behind the movement.

Hyderabad, Netidhathri :

The streets of the national capital, Delhi, once again
reverberated with the roar of the youth. The ‘Chalo
Sansad’ (March to Parliament) call given by the
‘Cockroach Janata Party’ captured nationwide attention
on the very first day of the Parliament’s monsoon
session. Underlying the sudden transformation of what
was intended to be a mere protest at Jantar Mantar
into a siege of Parliament are deep-seated flaws in the
education system, political maneuvering, and the
accumulated frustration of students. While it is true
that massive scams and paper leaks occurred during
the previous UPA regime, the current protests are driven
by compelling contemporary issues. Despite the Central
Government conducting a re-examination for NEET in
June 2026 and making some arrests, student discontent
has not subsided. The controversy surrounding the
tampering of OMR response sheets—which came to
light following the July 2026 results—and the
government’s decision to restrict the Telegram app to
curb the spread of leaks have exposed recent flaws in
the system. Protesters are demanding more than just
“stop-gap measures”; they are calling for compensation
for victims of paper leaks and the enactment of a
transparent “Exam Manifesto” law.

Initially, the event was planned merely as a peaceful
sit-in protest at Jantar Mantar. However, two key
developments transformed it into a “Chalo Sansad”
(March to Parliament) protest. First was the belief that
attempting to lay siege to Parliament on the very day
its session began would generate nationwide pressure.
Second, the student community was galvanized after
police forcibly hospitalized environmental activist
Sonam Wangchuk, who had been on a hunger strike for
21 days. Describing this as a “second freedom struggle,”
they marched towards Parliament. The singular demand
of both the protesters and the opposition is the
resignation of Union Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan. Within the party, he holds an unassailable
image as the formidable strategist who steered the BJP
to a historic victory in the 2024 Odisha elections. Yet,
the opposition is questioning whether Odisha politics
have become more important to the BJP than the futures
of millions of students. He became a primary target for
protesters due to his initial dismissal of the leakage
allegations and his failure to accept moral
responsibility for the NTA’s (National Testing Agency)
lapses. Although the movement began independently
with the backing of social media and the youth,
opposition parties have been actively attempting to
leverage it for political gain. The fact that CJP founder
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Abhijit Deepke previously worked with the Aam Aadmi
Party’s social media team, combined with the direct
participation of leaders like Manish Sisodia and Atishi
in the protests, has lent further momentum to this
narrative. While Leader of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi has extended his full support,
student wings affiliated with Left parties have played a
pivotal role in mobilizing the crowds.

Opposition Strategy

Although the ‘Chalo Sansad’ (March to Parliament)
movement appears to be an issue related to education,
a fierce strategic battle is unfolding behind the scenes
among the country’s major political parties. While the
‘Chalo Sansad’ movement was initiated by the ‘Cockroach
Janata Party,’ the Congress party and Left parties have
extended strong external support, transforming itinto a
key political weapon to confront the ruling party in
Parliament. Rahul Gandhi, the Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha, has declared his full support for the
movement and the students’ demands. On the very first
day of the Parliament’s Monsoon Session, Congress MPs
insisted on an immediate discussion regarding the NEET
irregularities in both the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha.
Although a section within the Congress ecosystem
initially felt that students should fight through
established major opposition parties rather than
independently, Congress cadres rallied behind the
students after witnessing the intensity of the movement
on the ground. Prominent leaders from Left parties like
the CPl and CPI(M) personally participated in the
protests at Jantar Mantar. Student organizations
affiliated with Left parties, such as SFl and AISA,
participated in the ‘Chalo Sansad’ march in large
numbers and played a pivotal role in mobilizing the
public. Along with the Aam Aadmi Party, Samajwadi
Party, and Trinamool Congress, the Left parties have
openly supported this campaign. Opposition parties
within the INDIA bloc are aiming to harness the students’
anger as a powerful tool for public mobilization against
the Central Government. With assembly elections
approaching in several states, the Congress, AAP, and
Left parties have thrown their weight behind this
movement. The opposition’s strategy is based on the
belief that there is no better opportunity to woo young
voters. It is an open secret that CJP founder Abhijit
Deepke’s past social media background—specifically
his association with AAP—helped make this protest go
viral on digital platforms. Senior AAP leaders Sanjay
Singh, Manish Sisodia, and Atishi personally visited
Jantar Mantar to support the CJP protests. Although the
movement was not created by the Aam Aadmi Party itself,
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AAP is actively leveraging the situation—where youth have taken to
the streets of the national capital amidst the ongoing Parliament
session—to gain political mileage and put the central government in
atight spot. Meanwhile, the protesters have clarified that they will not
use the flags of any political party and will stage a peaceful protest
using only the national flag. On the other hand, leaders from the ruling
BJP, such as MP Kangana Ranaut, have criticized the movement, alleging
that a political agenda and a conspiracy by the opposition lie behind
it. Past large-scale protests, such as the farmers’ agitation, had put
the government in a difficult position; to prevent this student movement
from escalating to that level, the ruling party has initiated a dialogue
process by deploying a senior leader like J.P. Nadda. However, the BJP
is hesitant to take action against Dharmendra Pradhan because he is
viewed as a political hero in Odisha. Protesters are asking, “Is
preserving its political standing in Odisha more important to the BJP
than the future of millions of students?” Students across the country
have died by suicide due to the severe mental stress caused by these
exam leaks. Activists allege that the Education Minister has shown no

empathy toward the affected families and parents, nor
has he treated the situation as a national crisis. Left-
wing parties and the Congress strongly accuse Pradhan
of failing to rectify the flaws within the National Testing
Agency (NTA) and of failing to severely punish the key
figures behind the leaks and the coaching center mafia;
they allege he is attempting to shield them. In the eyes
of the protesters, while he may be a “strong political
leader” capable of winning elections, he is
simultaneously a “failed minister” when it comes to
safeguarding the future of lakhs of students.
Consequently, disregarding his political image, they
are agitating under the banner of “Chalo Sansad”
(March to Parliament), with his resignation as the sole
demand.

BJP’s Counter-Strategy

Despite immense pressure, the NDA government, led by
Prime Minister Modi, has stood firmly in support of
Dharmendra Pradhan. The NDA believes that forcing a
resignation in response to opposition demands would
be perceived as a sign of government weakness.
Simultaneously, the BJP is employing a two-pronged
strategy. The first involves using the Delhi Police to
impose Section 163 (formerly Section 144) and contain
protests near the Parliament complex through measures
like lathi-charges and tear gas. The second involves
Union Minister J.P. Nadda personally stepping in to
hold talks with representatives and attempting to de-
escalate the agitation by assuring them that the
government is ready to undertake a cleanup of the
system. At the same time, the BJP is alleging the
involvement of opposition parties and foreign entities
(such as the George Soros Foundation) in the movement.
The party is highlighting actions—such as ordering a
CBI inquiry into the NEET controversy, arresting those
involved in irregularities, conducting re-examinations
at controversial centers, and introducing a new anti-
paper-leak law—as proof of its commitment to the
students’ cause. It is also attempting to convince the
public that the opposition is conspiring to create unrest
in the country by exploiting students’ grievances.
Furthermore, it maintains that the resignation of a
single individual would not provide a permanent
solution to the issue.

Demands of the Protesters

The government believes it has resolved the students’
issues by conducting a re-examination for NEET.
However, the protesters are not satisfied with merely
holding a re-test. Their demands are far-reaching,
aiming for permanent changes to India’s education
system through five key demands: 1. They insist that
when systemic leaks occur, the minister in charge—
not just lower-level staff—must be held accountable;
the students argue this should serve as a lesson for
future governments. 2. They demand a digital audit by
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independent IT experts regarding the controversy over
the tampering of OMR sheets. 3. Legislation should be
enacted requiring the government to provide immediate
financial aid of ' 10,000 to affected students as
compensation for mental and financial distress if a
national exam is cancelled or postponed due to a
paper leak. 4. The National Testing Agency (NTA), which
has faced repeated failures, should be completely
disbanded and replaced by a new, highly transparent
autonomous board modeled after the UPSC. 5. Laws
must be enacted to provide substantial financial
assistance to the families of students who died by
suicide due to the stress caused by these leaks, and to
ensure that the “leak mafia” faces capital punishment
or rigorous imprisonment through fast-track courts.
In this chess game—where the opposition seeks
political mileage and the ruling party aims for security
and political stability—the future of ordinary students
and the transparency of the nation’s examination
systems have become the true stakes.

Movement Reaches the Courts

The movement has not remained confined to street
protests; it has also reached the Supreme Court and
the Delhi High Court. These developments have brought
to the fore the constitutional debate regarding the right
to protest in a democracy versus the government’s
responsibility to maintain law and order. Following
the deterioration of social activist Sonam Wangchuk’s
health—who had been on an indefinite hunger strike
at Jantar Mantar for 21 days—police forcibly moved
him to Safdarjung Hospital in compliance with Delhi
High Court orders. Reacting to this, Wangchuk’s wife,
Geetanjali Angmo, criticized the action, asserting that
democratic governments should respect a patient’s
personal liberty. The Delhi High Court also admitted a
petition alleging that police were maintaining round-
the-clock surveillance and continuously videographing
CJP activists protesting at Jantar Mantar. The court
guestioned whether the police were adhering to the
historic ‘Right to Privacy’ (Article 21) guidelines laid
down by the Supreme Court in 2017. Meanwhile, the
Internet Freedom Foundation strongly condemned the
suspension of internet services in Delhi. Citing the
Supreme Court’s verdict in the ‘Anuradha Bhasin’ case
and the 2024 Telecommunication Rules, a demand was
raised for the government to publicly disclose the
reasons for internet shutdowns in writing. The Delhi
Police registered multiple FIRs regarding the violent
turn of the protests, invoking charges related to rioting,
assaults on government employees, and the destruction
of public property. Amidst the sound of lathis on the
streets, opposition slogans in Parliament, and legal
battles for rights, the ‘Chalo Sansad’ movement is
poised to emerge as a significant new political
development in India.
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