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IS THE BJP ACTING TOO HASTILY IN ITS
STRATEGY TO REIN IN THE OPPOSITION?
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NETHIDHATHRI :
There are divergent views
in national politics regarding
whether the BJP is taking a
wrong path by weakening or
fracturing opposition parti
es. Critics argue that the
absence of a strong oppo
sition weakens the demo
cratic system. Allegations
are being made that
agencies like the ED and CBI
are being used to intimidate
opposition leaders. There is
criticism that strategies are
being employed to under
mine regional identities and
local leaderships. Some
believe that inducting
leaders from other parties
erodes political morality.
However, the BJP maintains
that dynastic and family-
based politics are obstacles
to the nation’s progress and
asserts that its goal is to put
an end to them. The BJP
maintains that opposition
parties are weakening due
to their own failures and
internal infighting, while
also pointing out that
investigative agencies are
taking action solely against
those involved in corru
ption; the party believes
that having a strong, stable
government at the Centre
enhances India’s global
stature. Political analysts
view the BJP’s strategies—
r “political games”—to
fragment or weaken regio
nal parties in states like
Maharashtra, Madhya Prade
sh, West Bengal, and Uttar
Pradesh (specifically the
Samajwadi Party) from two
distinct perspectives. While
critics perceive this as an
attempt to create an “oppo
sition-free India,” BIJP
supporters justify these mov
es as necessary steps tow
ard stable governance and a
stand against dynastic
politics.
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Maharashtra
Under “Operation Kamal,” the BIJP
strategically undermined the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) alliance in Maharashtra by
splitting the Eknath Shinde faction from the
Shiv Sena (UBT) and the Ajit Pawar faction
from the NCP. Reports suggesting that a
majority of MPs from the Uddhav Thackeray-
led Shiv Sena (UBT) are prepared to switch
to the ruling Shinde faction are causing
political tremors. The primary objective
behind this move is to erode Shiv Sena’s
core base by aligning Bal Thackeray’s
Hindutva legacy with their own alliance,
thereby positioning the BJP as the dominant
political force in the state.

Madhya Pradesh

In 2020, the BJP seized power by toppling
the Kamal Nath government, successfully
winning over Congress MLAs led by
Jyotiraditya Scindhia. The BJP’s strategy—
attracting strong young leaders dissatisfied
with rival parties to deal an irreparable blow
to the opposition, both morally and
numerically—proved successful here.
West Bengal

The BJP achieved a massive victory over the
Mamata Banerjee-led TMC in the West
Bengal Assembly elections, bringing about
a historic shift. Dealing a major blow to
Mamata Banerjee, around 20 TMC MPs
broke away to pledge their support to the
NDA alliance. By leveraging the Hindutva
agenda and corruption allegations (such as
the RG Kar hospital incident) at the
grassroots level, the BJP is garnering support
from TMC MPs through indirect means to
bolster the NDA's strength nationally.
Uttar Pradesh

Following developments in Maharashtra
and Bengal, NDA alliance partners (such as
OP Rajbhar) are now alleging that the
Akhilesh Yadav-led Samajwadi Party (SP) is
also heading towards a major split. Analysts
believe the BJP’s strategy is to damage the
SP’s reputation ahead of the 2027 UP
elections by aggressively propagating the
narrative of internal turmoil within the
party. However, SP leaders are dismissing
these allegations.

Politics Surrounding Metro Phase-2 in
Telangana

An intense political tussle is unfolding
between the BJP and the Congress

government in Telangana over the
Hyderabad Metro Phase-2 expansion. Rs.
Both parties are leveraging this proposed
122.9-kilometer project—estimated to cost
138,595 crore—for their own political gain
and to claim credit. A low-interest loan
sanctioned via the Indian Railway Finance

Corporation (IRFC)—with an
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initial tranche of 1 1,461 crore—
intended for the Telangana
government to take over Metro
Phase-1 from L&T and for the
Phase-2 expansion, stalled in
June. Instead of outright
rejecting the project, the
Centre raised technical issues
and conditions, demanding
clarity on loan repayments,
management, and operations
and maintenance (O&M),
which has caused delays. As
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
noted, the Metro Phase-2
expansion routes fall within
the constituencies of four BJP
MPs: Secunderabad (Kishan
Reddy), Malkajgiri, Chevella,
and Medak. While the Centre
has agreed in principle to fund
50% of the project, Union
Minister G. Kishan Reddy
insists that the project be
executed through a joint
committee comprising both
Central and State
representatives to prevent the
Congress government from
claiming sole credit.
Meanwhile, Telangana BIJP
President N. Ramchander Rao
alleges that the Congress
government has failed to
submit a proper preliminary
feasibility report or a Detailed
Project Report (DPR) to the
Centre. The BJP’s strategy is to
put the Congress on the
defensive by convincing the
public that Revanth Reddy is
spreading false propaganda
against the Centre merely to
mask his administration’s
failures and a lack of funds.
While the Congress alleges
that the Centre—which swiftly
released funds for metro
projects in Ahmedabad,
Visakhapatnam, and cities in
Uttar Pradesh—is creating
hurdles for Hyderabad, the BJP
defends its stance by asserting
that it has never been unfair to
Telangana. The BJP points to

the substantial funding
provided for highways and the
MMTS (Phase-2) project,

maintaining that its actions
regarding the metro are strictly
in accordance with regulations.
The Congress government
argues that the Centre is
stifling Hyderabad’s
development despite the
presence of BJP MPs, and
demands that if the Centre is
unwilling to partner in the
project, it should simply issue
a No Objection Certificate
(NOC) so the state can
complete it entirely with its
own funds. Conversely, the BJP
insists that the Congress
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—— o BJP’s aggression fueled by
success in West Bengal

eDevelopments in Maharashtra
serve as a recent example

® Politics surrounding Metro
Phase-2 in Telangana

___|® Revanth’s aggressive moves
curbed citing regulations

® Strategy to undermine
Akhilesh in Uttar Pradesh
® ‘Mind-game’ politics in
Andhra Pradesh

—_ ® Measures taken to prevent
. opposition leaders from

Viayendra

government lacks the know-how to
properly submit project proposals
and maintains that it will only proceed if
there is clarity regarding the debt
liabilities of Phase-1 and if officials are
deputed to a joint committee. By
leveraging “statutory regulations and
financial controls,” the BJP is effectively
stalling the project to prevent the
Revanth Reddy government from gaining
political mileage by completing it
independently. Meanwhile, the state
government is playing a political game by
capitalizing on the sentiment of
“discrimination against Telangana.”

A Distinct Political Approach towards
Andhra Pradesh

Political analysts view the BJP’s strategic
political approach regarding Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister and TDP chief N.
Chandrababu Naidu as a unique equation.
Although Chandrababu is a key partner in
the NDA alliance at the Centre, the BJP is
making highly strategic moves with its
long-term political interests in mind.
Recently, regarding the allocation of
vacant Rajya Sabha seats from AP, the
BJP—led by state president PVN
Madhav—had aspired to secure one seat.
Despite relying on Chandrababu’s support
at the Centre, the TDP prioritized its own
candidates (such as Sana Satish Babu)
within the state and denied the Rajya
Sabha seat to the BJP. This indicates that
while the BJP is exerting pressure,
Chandrababu is taking care not to lose his
grip on power. The bond between Pawan
Kalyan and Chandrababu in AP is very
strong. Meanwhile, the BJP’s national
leadership maintains a direct, special
relationship with Pawan Kalyan. There is
a view that the BJP is utilizing Pawan
Kalyan as a balancing force to prevent
Chandrababu from making unilateral
decisions or leaving the alliance in the
future. Although assurances were given
to provide funds for the construction of
the Amaravati capital and the Polavaram
project through the Union Budget, the
release of these funds is being staggered
in phases; releasing a massive amount of
funds all at once would grant
Chandrababu immense, unassailable
political mileage. Therefore, the BJP’s
strategy is to ensure Chandrababu
remains constantly dependent on Delhi
by retaining control over the purse
strings. Chandrababu has fully supported
the Central government’s upcoming
nationwide bill on the delimitation of
constituencies; the BJP aims to leverage
any future increase in seats to expand its
own strength in Andhra Pradesh. While
currently backing Chandrababu’s
leadership, the BJP’s long-term strategy

. gaining political mileage
~ <)y ® BJP facing a crisis in Karnataka
' ® Shivakumar’s aggressive

political manoeuvres

involves “Operation South” —an initiative to
position itself as the “kingmaker” in the state by
the 2029 elections. Even though Chandrababu has
significantly weakened the YSRCP within the
Assembly, BJP leaders at the Centre have not
completely shut the door on Jagan; keeping the
YSRCP alive as an alternative behind the scenes is
a “mind game” played by Delhi’s leadership to
exert pressure on Chandrababu or keep him in
check. Conversely, Chandrababu’s strategy
focuses on securing maximum funds and packages
for the state by acting as a kingmaker at the
Centre, while simultaneously ensuring the TDP
retains its grip on the state to pave the way for
Lokesh’s future leadership. The BJP aims to utilize
Chandrababu’s support for its own survival while
preventing him from becoming too powerful,
ultimately seeking to diminish the influence of
regional parties and lay the groundwork for the
BJP’s “lotus” to bloom independently in Andhra
Pradesh. For now, the relationship between
Chandrababu and the BJP is one of “politics based
on mutual necessity.” Just as much as
Chandrababu needs the Centre’s support (for
Amaravati funds), the Modi government equally
needs the support of Chandrababu’s MPs.
Consequently, while maintaining a friendly stance
towards Chandrababu for the time being, the BJP
is executing a “silent game plan” behind the
scenes to expand its own empire in Andhra
Pradesh.
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The ‘Reverse Game’ in Karnataka

Turning to Karnataka, senior leaders within the
BJP itself have raised a banner of revolt against
the leadership of State BJP President B.Y.
Vijayendra (son of Yediyurappa). The party is
grappling with a severe internal crisis as these
seniors demand his removal. Seizing this
opportunity, the ruling Congress party is
attempting to woo some BJP MLAs to its side.
Following directives from the Congress high
command, Chief Minister Siddaramaiah resigned
from his post. Subsequently, D.K. Shivakumar—
known as a ‘troubleshooter’—was sworn in as the
new Chief Minister of Karnataka. A recent
development is that the Congress party is now
moving to secure a majority of seats in the
ongoing Rajya Sabha and Legislative Council
elections, leveraging its numerical strength in the
Assembly.

The political chess game being played by the BJP
underscores the fact that, in Indian politics,
“power equations and electoral victories” have
become the ultimate objectives, superseding
ideology. It is evident that these developments
have placed the opposition ‘INDIA’ alliance in a
defensive position.
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2 We cordially mwte you and your family |
% to grace the auspicious occasion and
2 seek the blessings of Sri Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy.
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4 DATE: TIME: VENUE:

2 22 June, 2026 5:00 PM . Hare Krishna Golden Temple

| (Monday) Onwards Road No. 12, Banjara Hills
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