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® The Congress is reeling from a series of electoral defeats

® A merger with Trinamool would prove to be a major liability

® [t would make it easier for the BJP to launch counter-
attacks against the Congress

® |t remains to be seen what decision the Congress will take

Desk Netidhatri :

An emergency meeting of the Congress party
began on Thursday at its headquarters, ‘Indira
Bhavan,” in Delhi, presided over by AICC National
President Mallikarjun Kharge. This crucial
meeting was convened against the backdrop of
rapidly changing political developments in the
country. Congress General Secretaries, in-charges
for various states, and Pradesh Congress
Committee (PCC) presidents attended the
meeting. Telangana Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy and TPCC Chief Mahesh Kumar Goud also
participated. Serious discussions are underway
regarding the TMC’s political crisis, the Rajya
Sabha nomination controversy, and fears
surrounding ‘Operation Lotus.” Amidst these
issues, the question of whether or not the
Congress will accept Trinamool Congress’s
proposal for a merger has become a hot topic of
discussion. Intense analysis and debate are
already underway regarding the potential pros
and cons of the merger. On the positive side, a
merger with the TMC would significantly boost
the Congress party’s strength in both the Lok
Sabha and the Rajya Sabha, empowering it to
mount a formidable challenge against the BJP
government at the Centre. It would also cement
the Congress party’s undisputed role within the
opposition alliance (INDIA bloc). Officially
securing the support of a senior leader like
Mamata Banerjee would be a major advantage.
The Congress has long been weak in West Bengal;
an influx of TMC cadres would provide the party
with the grassroots strength needed to counter
the BJP in the state. Conversely, there are
significant downsides: twenty TMC Lok Sabha MPs
have already rebelled against Mamata Banerjee
and are supporting the NDA. Merging the TMC
under these circumstances could trigger legal and
technical complications involving these rebels.
Furthermore, local Congress leaders in Bengal—
most notably Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury—have
consistently and vehemently opposed Mamata
Banerjee and her party’s policies; they are
unlikely to welcome such a merger. Integrating
Mamata Banerjee and Abhishek Banerjee into the
party would also create a major dilemma
regarding what national-level positions to assign
them. Against this backdrop, the Congress high
command is deliberating at length on the
implications of the merger during an emergency
meeting in Delhi. However, the Congress has yet
to announce a final, official decision on whether
to pursue a full-scale merger or merely maintain
parliamentary unity.

A Sensitive Issue for the Congress

In terms of political strategy and the equations
surrounding the upcoming elections, aligning with the
TMC or accepting a merger proposal is a highly
sensitive and risky decision for the Congress party. The
TMC has faced serious allegations regarding issues such
as the Sandeshkhali incident in West Bengal, the coal
scam, and corruption in teacher recruitment. There
are also criticisms concerning post-poll violence and
alleged support for infiltration from Bangladesh.
Joining hands with the TMC now could provide the BJP
with ammunition to launch a fierce political attack
against the Congress nationwide. The BJP is likely to
highlight allegations of attacks on Hindus in Bengal
and the issue of minority appeasement politics in its
campaigns across the Hindi heartland (North India).
This could lead to the Congress losing its own Hindu
vote bankin northern states. Congress workers at the
grassroots level in West Bengal have long fought
against the TMC’s high-handedness and violence; a
merger with that very party risks plunging the local
Congress cadre into deep demoralization.
Congress’s Strategy

Despite allegations of corruption and violence, the
Congress needs the support of TMC MPs and MLAs to
increase its opposition strength in Parliament. Itis not
feasible for the Congress to take on the BJP single-
handedly in Bengal. A section of the Congress
leadership believes that by aligning with the TMC's
strength, they can halt the BJP’s winning streak in the
state. The Congress might also attempt to convince
the public that central investigative agencies (like the
ED and CBI) are being used for political vendetta to
tarnish TMC leaders with allegations of corruption.
Although the Congress is proceeding based on the
principle that there are no permanent enemies or
friends in politics, an alliance withthe TMCis akinto a
“double-edged sword.” While it may temporarily boost
their strength in Parliament, it could pose a significant
challenge to the Congress’s moral values and
credibility at the national level in the long run.
Mamata’s Conditions

Despite the severe crisis within the party, political
circles report that Mamata Banerjee has placed some
firm conditions before the Congress. She is demanding
that the post of Leader of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha be allocated to either herself or a representative
from her party. She insists on remaining the supreme
authority in West Bengal politics—even after a
merger—and wants the responsibility for state
Congress affairs handed over to her. She has also
stipulated that her successor, Abhishek Banerjee, be
given a prominent national-level position within the
AICC.

Congress’s Internal Strategy

Sonia Gandhiand Rahul Gandhi are treading cautiously
regarding these terms. They are exploring a middle

path rather than a full merger. The Congress is unwilling
to grant the post of Leader of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha to Mamata Banerjee; Rahul Gandhi believes
that awarding this position to her—thereby bypassing
long-serving senior party members—would exacerbate
internal factionalism. For now, Sonia Gandhi appears
to favor an arrangement where the TMC remains a
partner in the ‘INDIA alliance’ and collaborates with
the Congress in Parliament, rather than merging the
party entirely. This approach would help prevent the
taint of corruption and violence associated with the
TMC from directly affecting the Congress. Congress
Mindful of Mamata’s Past Stance

Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi are certainly taking
into account the harsh and uncompromising attitude
Mamata Banerjee previously displayed toward the
Congress leadership. According to political circles, her
past conduct is the primary reason why the Congress
high command is hesitant to move forward easily with
this merger proposal. In the past, Mamata Banerjee
frequently and publicly belittled Rahul Gandhi’s political
strategies and leadership acumen. She once remarked
that the Congress party was in the ICU. She devised
strategies aimed at completely wiping out the Congress
party in West Bengal. The TMC attempted to weaken
the Congress in states like Goa, Tripura, and Meghalaya
by poaching senior Congress leaders. Even while being
a partner in the ‘INDIA alliance’ during the last
elections, Mamata refused to allocate even a minimal
number of seats to the Congress in Bengal; she
unilaterally announced her candidates, thereby putting
the Congress in a tight spot. She also repeatedly
skipped national-level opposition meetings in protest
against the Congress contesting alongside the Left
(CPM) in Bengal. Rahul Gandhi’s camp strongly believes
that once the current crisis is resolved, Mamata
Banerjee is likely to challenge the Congress leadership
again. There are fears that if she were given a key
position like Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha,
she might end up dictating the Congress party’s
internal affairs. The party leadership clearly
understands that Mamata has sought refuge with the
Congress solely out of fear that her own party might
collapse—following a rebellion by 60 MLAs and 20
MPs—and that this move is driven by political self-
interest rather than any genuine affection for the
Congress. Consequently, mindful of past bitter
experiences, Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi intend to
keep her influence within strict limits rather than
yielding to the conditions she is imposing. The Congress
Core Committee is likely to announce a final decision
on this matter soon.

Warnings from Senior Congress Leaders

Veteran and senior leaders within the Congress party
are offering strong cautionary advice to Sonia Gandhi
and Rahul Gandhi regarding the merger proposal. They
fear that inducting Mamata Banerjee could undermine
the party’s internal discipline due to her working style.
They warn that her tendency to make unilateral
decisions could become a headache for the party’s
national leadership. They emphasize that awarding
the Leader of the Opposition post in the Lok Sabha to
Mamata or her faction would be unfair to senior leaders
who have toiled for the party over the years,
potentially sparking fresh discontent within the ranks.

::

th Trinamool L be
akin to suicide for the Con

e Mamata’s strategy is aimed at overcoming the current crisis

® The Congress leadership has not forgotten Mamata’s past conduct

o A merger with Trinamool would certainly further
damage the Congress party’s reputation

® Mamata Banerjee acts out of necessity rather than commitment

® The Trinamool Congress is already facing a severe loss of credibility
® The party has fractured significantly within just a month of the elections

gress

They advise that if a merger is to be considered, it
should only proceed if she agrees to abide by the
Congress High Command’s directives without
preconditions; otherwise, they suggest that merely
securing support from the outside would be the better
course of action.

Opposition within the Bengal Congress

The local Congress leadership in West Bengal is
vehemently opposed to joining hands with Mamata
Banerjee or the Trinamool Congress (TMC). For years,
Congress workers in Bengal have been fighting at the
grassroots level against attacks and violence
perpetrated by the TMC. Local leaders express
concern that merging with the very party they have
fought against would render their long-standing
struggle meaningless. Senior Bengal Congress leader
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury has consistently fought
against Mamata Banerjee’s corruption and unilateral
decision-making. His faction vehemently opposes the
merger proposal, having made it clear to the party
high command that such a move would result in the
Congress losing its distinct identity in the state and
effectively capitulating to the TMC.

BJP’s Counter-Attack

The BJP criticizes the idea of aligning with the TMC—
a party facing massive corruption allegations involving
teacher recruitment scams, coal smuggling, and the
Saradha chit fund scandal—arguing that doing so
would amount to the Congress officially abetting
corruption. The BJP alleges that the Congress is joining
hands with anti-national forces solely for the sake of
power, noting that Mamata Banerjee engages in vote-
bank politics by encouraging infiltration from
Bangladesh—a stance they claim poses a threat to
national security. BJP leaders further condemn the
move, stating that the Congress joining hands with
“blood-stained hands”—referring to the violence
against Hindus and opposition workers following the
Bengal elections—is a testament to the party’s moral
decline.

Turning to Congress Amidst Crisis

Following its defeat in the West Bengal Assembly
elections, the Trinamool Congress (TMC) has been
gripped by an unprecedented political crisis. Mamata
Banerjee’s empire, which reigned supreme as an
unchallenged force for three decades, now stands on
the brink of a major split. Nearly 60 of the party’s 80
MLAs have gravitated towards the camp of rebel
leader Ritabrata Banerjee, forming a separate bloc.
Several MLAs have directly accused Abhishek Banerjee
of forging their signatures on a letter sent to select
the Leader of the Opposition in the Assembly. Rebellion
by 20 MPs: Out of the 28 TMC MPs in the Lok Sabha,
20 (led by Chief Whip Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar)
announced they were parting ways with Mamata
Banerjee to support the BJP-led NDA alliance at the
Centre; they wrote to Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
requesting recognition as a separate group. Senior
leader Sukhendu Sekhar Roy and Rajya Sabha MP
Sushmita Dev have submitted their resignations. As
the rebellion intensified, the TMC office in Delhi had
to be vacated. Following the defeat in the Assembly
elections and facing public backlash across the state,
over 101 TMC councilors and local body
representatives have resigned so far.

Mamata Banerjee, who had previously paid little heed
to Rahul Gandhi or the Congress, has now—at a
critical juncture where her political fortunes are
sinking—turned to the Congress as her only source of
support. With the very existence of their party at stake,
Mamata Banerjee and Abhishek Banerjee have
camped in Delhi and are holding a series of meetings
with top Congress leaders Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandbhi. Political circles are abuzz with speculation
that serious discussions are underway regarding the
merger of the TMC with the Congress party to save it
from this crisis. Mamata alone possesses the audacity
to approach the Congress leadership for support while
her own party is sinking, yet still impose conditions
upon them.
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